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TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT 

OF THR 

DIRECTORS OE CONVICT PRISONS 

IN IRELAND, 

UNDEB 17 & IS VIC., CAP. 76. 



TO THE BIGHT HON. 0. P. FOBTESCUE, M.P., 

CHIEF SECBETAET FOB, IRELAND. 

Government Prisons’ Office, DuRlin Castle, 
Marcli, 1866. 

Sir, 

In accordance witli the provisions of the Act 17 & 18 Vic., 
cap. 76, we beg to submit the Annual Repoi-t on the state of the 
Convict Prisons in Ireland for 1865. 

A ccommodation. 

The accommodation for convicts in the Government Prisons on 
the 1st January, 1866, may be estimated as amounting to *2,350. 

Government Prisons. 

Males. Females. Total. 

Number in custody on 1st January, 1866, . .1,158 479 1,637 

Accommodation on 1st January, 1866, . . *1,800 550 *2,350 

County and City Gaols. 

Males. Females. Total. 

Number in custody on 1st January, 1866, . . 8 2 10 

Gross Total of Convicts in Ireland, 1,647. 



Number of Convicts Sentenced to Penal Servitude d bring 
THE Year 1865. 



3 years, 
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Gross Total sentenced in 1866, . 210 89 t299 

* Not including the closed prison at Philipstown, which has accommodation fo 
750 males; hut including Port Carlisle, where additional accommodation is pro 
vided for 200 males. 

t One of these is a military convict. 
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Tii'dfili Annual Report of the Directors 

Disposai. of Convicts. 

Discliargecl unconditionally, oa completion of sentence, &e.j . . loi 

Keleased on Orders of Licence, [ 309 



Subjoined is a table similar to the oue giYen in previous 
Annual Eepoits, showing- the number of Convicts respectively 
“In Custody,” &c,, “Convicted,” and “Discharged,” since the 
year ISoii, inclusive 



In custoclv in 
Governmeut Prisons, 
January 1st. 



Yeai'. 



Couvioted. 



_ No. 

Discbai-ged. 



•3933 


1854 


3427 


1855 


3209 


1856 


2614 


1857 


2277 


1858 


1773 


1859 


1631 


1860 


1492 


186J 


1314 


1862 


1375 


1863 


17CS 


1864 


1776 


1863 


1637 . 


186G 



710 


6.58 


318 


820 


889 


1107 


426 


910 


338 


046 


322 


595 


331 


524 


368 


561 


592 


317 


511 


326 


407 


891 


f299 


410 



Beyond the fact that the number of convictions to penal servitude 
has continued to diminish in even a greater degi-oo than in previous 
years since 1S()2, there is little to call for special observation in 
the statistics of the Oon\ict Brisons for the year now reported on. 

The diminution referred to, as will be seen by tlie above table' 
has been remarkably great, amounting- to nearly 50 per cent 
below the total numher of convictions in 1SC2 (299J in 1805 as 
compared w’ith 592 in the special year alluded to), aiid about .38 
per cent, less than the average number of convdetions in eadi of 
the eleven preceding years mentioned in the table. Tlie diminu- 
tion in the number of females convicted is particulariy striking 
only 89 ha\dng been sentenced to penal servitude in 1805, w 
compared -with 154 in tlie year previous aud with 167 in 1802 

In the Report for the year 1864 wi-itteu in 1805, the Direct’oi-s 
observed, “ whetha-,in the present year, when the two shorter .sen- 
tences” (viz., three and four years) “have entirely disappeared, 
the proportion of the five years’ sentences will have to the whole 
number of sentences awarded, the same proportion as w'as before 
borne thereto by the three, four, and five -yeara’ sentences taken 
together, will be an mteresting point to obsei-ve.” The experience 
of the past year now enables them to make this comparison In 
the yeai' 18G3, before the new Penal Servitude Act abolishing the 



* In addition to tliis nnmbei- there were 34S convicts under detention in the 

t One of these is a military convict, 
j Of this number 16 -were political prisoners. 
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of Coiiviot Prisons iii Irelaml 

three and four years’ sentences came into opei'atlon, 353 sentences 
out of a total of 511 were for five years and under, or CD jjer cent, 
of the whole ; and in 18G5 the five years’ sentences comprised 137 
out of 299, being only 46 per cent, Taldjig this tact into con- 
sideration along with the following, viz., that while in 1863 the 
six and seven years’ penal servitude sentences amounted to only 
IS per cent, of the W'hole, they rose in 1865 to 39 per cent., it may 
be inferred that the new Act is really working much more strin- 
gently agninst ofl enders than was the ease with the law previously 
in operation. 

The Dii’ectors are enabled to report that the system of clas.sifi- 
cation now for so many j^ears estahli.shed, which leads up from 
the commencing stage of separate confinement to the final stage 
of the intermediate prisons, continues to work satisfactorily. The 
number of conducts attaining the privileges of the intermediate pri- 
sons and conseq^uent remission of imprisonment and discharge on 
licence, has compiised tlie usual proportion of from 70 to 75 per 
cent, of the whole number discharged. The only change that has 
been considered necessaiy in the arrangements in connexion with 
these intermediate prisons, has been the shortening of the penod 
that the prisoners Avith longer sentences are to be permitted to pass 
ill that stage of confinement ; six months being the period allotted 
for prisoners under the shortest sentences of five years penal 
serAutude, and one month additional being alloAved lor each ad- 
ditional year of sentence. It is cousitlered that these peiiods -will 
afibrd sufficient time for the training and ])i*eparatiou for discharge 
on licence Avhicli the intermediate prisons haA'^e been e.stahlished 
to provide, and Avill also alioAV of the prisoners being discharged 
Avitii a sufficient amount of gi'atuity to assist in their suppoi't, and 
to furnish them Avith a supply of tools, &e., for their Avork, till 
able to establish themselves in some settled course of employment. 
This diminution of the time during A\diieh the prisoners under 
longer sentences are to he nlloAved the advanbigcs oi iuterinediate 
prisons, has been considered also to be in accordance Avitli the 
more stringent bearing of the late Penal Seivitude Act, ps length- 
ening the periods during AAdiich the greater criminids Avill he .sub- 
jected to the more penal stages of imprisonment. It will here ho 
proper to observe that convicts imder life sentences, or Avhose 
crimes have been of a specially graAm character, cannot l>y any 
degree of prison coinluot attain to the adAauitagcs ol the interino- 
diate prisons, and 'that reconvicted prisoners who have bad those 
advantages dining their former sentences, ai’e also invariably 
excluded. 

There has been no case of comhined insubordination among the 
prisoners, nor has it been found necessary during the year to resori 
to corporal punishment, except in three iiistaiices. 

The revocations of licence have but Ai'ery slightly increased be- 
yond the number in the previous year, and there has been a slight 
reduction in. the number of recouAuctions. There has been nothing 
to call for special remark in any of these cases. 

With regard to the Refuges for discharged female convicts at 
Golden-bridge and Heytesbury-street, the Directors desire to ex- 
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Twelfth A nnual Reimi of the Rirectoi's. 

establishments, by repeating 
with the fullest contmnatiou the observations which they felt 
justified m making in then- last Annual Eeport, viz . ^ 

“ The (lisoliarge on licence of the female convicts eligible for that acl 
vantage nito the Kefuges at Ooklen-briclge and H^sW-Srert 
Of the greatest benefit to the Convict Seivioe, and to tlie 
omen themselves. The period ui their sentences when this advanta<-e 
can be gamed is anxiously looked forwai-d to by the female convicts in 
t oV’+o“°i * “ e™0P‘iou bemg in the oases of those of kUe disposi- 
tion, to whom the degree of industry enforced in these excellent eSab 

denied tha“oUmt 

the ,ood mfluenoe of these e.stablishnients, following the habits of sub 
mission to orfer and discipline enforced in a prison, and to the means 
they attain Iw f If °™'“S/or the employment of the women when 
arenot tebe f “™'o cases of recoimctioiis 

sdvls m I^efuges theni- 

Sdly” ^ ““dels of good order and cheerful 

Dh-ectors have to add that the supeiyision of 
the chscharged convicts by Mi-. Organ, in the Dublin fiisSet has 

an™tKo r" carried on as in previous ykm, 

fmm ant r T'" T to toe Directors’ Imowledge 

conducted eeiistabulary, who have 

Pri»n on matters referring to each particular 

Govtmmttnd ntl pended hereto, with the Keports of the 
uo\emois and otlier superior ofticers* ^ 



I. S. Whitty, 1 

Patbick Joseph Mueeay, | 



• Ifomtjoy Male Prison, 

Spike Island, . • ♦ • . 

Mounp'oyPemale Prison, ! ! ‘ ' 

SmitMeld and Lusk Intermediate Prisons,’ 



Pago 

9 

32 

50 

59 
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MOUNTJOV MALE CONVICT PEISON. 



Generally, the conduct of the officers has been, during the year, 
satisfactory. ’ 

The Chaplains and the Head Schoohnaster report very fiwour- 
ably upon the reHgioiis and moral conduct of the convicts, and 
upon theii’ educational progress. 

The discipline of the piison remains unaltered, and the convicts 
ai’e employed as in former years. 

The annexed report of the Governor states the produce of the 
convicts’ labour. 

The health of the prisoners is more favourably reported on by 
the Medical Officer than in the previous year, during which ten 
deaths occurred. There have been only three deaths in the prison 
rvithin the present year. ^ 

The Dh-eetors have to regret tliat, for reasons which tlio Modi- 
c.al Officer has entered into at length in ids annual report, ]io 
consio^erecl it iiecessaiy to make the excliLsion of meat from fche 
diet oi the convicts for the first foiirmimtiis alter reception (which 
had been the practice in tlie pri.son for some ycaisi, unle.ss in indivi- 
dual ca.se.s), the exception, in.stcad of the ride, during the ynju' now 
reported on, and to give the ordinary diet to tlie prisoners fonc- 
rally, h-om the commcncemcut of their imprisonment °Tho 
Dn-ectoi-s understand, however, tliat this cliauge has not been 
adopted as a permanent one, and, ap,art from the question of 
health coimeeted with it, for whicli the Medical OtRcer is respon- 
sible, they consider the exclusion of meat generally from the 
prison dietary during the fiivst fom- montlis after reception to be 
very desirable. 

ifhe number of prisoners removed to Spike Island as not lieiiin- 
fit, owmg to special mental or bodfly state, for a course of sepaiuto 
confinement, has been twenty-one, about the same number as in 
tee previous year, flic reasons are given in detail in tee Medical 
Umcer s repoi-t. 

The Commissioners of Public Works have maintained the 
bmldmg,s m good order and condition throughout tee year and 
no alterations or additions Imve been found necessary, .save those 
ansing out of tee reception of political prisoners. 

The expnses of the prison have been of tee ordinary neces.sary 
class, with the exception of certain charges arising out of the 
arrangements made for tee safe keeping of convicts sentenced for 
jiciitical ofleuoes. 

The expenses are given under tee several heads in the Appendix 
to toe Governor s annexed report. ‘ ^ 



I. S. Whittt, ) . 

Patrick Joseph Mueeat, J 



Mountjoy 

Male 

Convict 

PXUSOK. 

Directors' 

licport. 
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GOVEHNOU’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Go7ernment Prison, 
March, 1866. 

Gentlemen, — In forwarding the statistical details of this prison for tho 
year 1865, it again hccomes uiy pleasing duty to report that the system 
adopted here ■with refercnco to the conduct and treatment of the prisoners 
has still continued to operate satisfactorily, and has been attended with 
favourable results. 

During the past, as in tho preceding years, every attention has been 
paid with regard to the religious ami secular instruction, the sanitary 
condition, and discipline of the inmato.s. They were employed as usual— 
those recently convicted, and received here from the county and city 
gaols, to undergo the first stage of convict discipline, were occupied in 
picking oakum in their separate cells for tho first three months, and 
afterwards engaged in learning the rudiments of shoemaking and tailoring 
also iu their cells, until the lapse of eight months from the date of their 
reception, when all those who Avere never punished for any breach of the 
prison rules (which ■were carefully explained to them), ■were then removed 
to association at the Public Works in Spike Island, or, if qualified as 
shoemakers or tailors, transferred to tho associated trades division at 
Mountjoy, iu ■which division, located and employed in the workshops here 
since the abolition of Philipstowu Prison iu March, 1862, there arc many 
skilful tradesmen, and they have performed a considerable quantity of 
well executed work. 

The conduct of the prisoners in general has been very good ; and in 
proportion to the average daily number in custody, the punishments were 
few, aud offences of a grave or aggravated nature, comparatively i*are, and 
chiefiy confined to a few individuais. No attempt at escape has been made 
during the year, and ont of 185 prisoners removed to association, 136 of 
these passed only ciglit instead of nine months in separate imprisonment, 
owing to their merit, and as a reward for very satisfactory conduct whilst 
■undergoing their first and important stage of probation. 

Tho state of the prison building has been duly attended to by tho 
Board of Public Works, aud besides tho ordinary repairs, a very cou- 
siderable number of new structures were executed on special requisitions, 
made according to your directions, and which were considered necessary 
as additional security in consequence of the circumstances already 
adverted to. 

In upholding the system, and carrying out its details, I have received 
the usual co-operation of the principal officers of each department of the 
establishment; and the subordinate officers in general have discharged 
their duties in a satisfactory manner. 

I certify that the rules laid down for the government of the prison 
have been complied with during the past year, except in eucli cases as 
have been reported to, or brought under the notice of a Director, or the 
Visiting Inspector. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

R, D. Spread, governor. 



To the Directors of Government Prisons, 
&c., &c., &o» 
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CiiAssiriED Statement of tlio K umber of Oefences committed by tbe Prisonerg 
during the year ended 3Ist December, 1865, 



OftVnco. No. 

Assaults on officers, , _ , 5 

,, convicts, - . _ G 

Cominmncating and other minor 
olicnces, - - - - _ 127 

Disoliediencc «and insolence, - - 4fi 

Disorderly conduct, - - - 72 

Insolence, - - - „ - 11 

Insubordination, - - » _ 3 



Offence. No. 

Pcignod atteni])t at suicide, » - 10 

Wilfully damaging pribon property, 12 
Malingering, - - - - i 

Threatening language, - - - 10 

Idleness, - _ _ - - j 

'Fighting, - - - - » 2 



Total, 



- SOB 



Classification of Cnisrus for 
■were received dui'in^ 

Crimes. 

Arson, - - _ _ _ 

„ in Workhouse, - 
Assault, - 

, , and robbery, 

Appearing armed by night, - 
Bigamy, - 

Breaking and entering dwelling, 
Burglary, - 

„ and larceny, - 

„ and robbery, - 

Cattle stealing, - - _ 

Cutting and wounding, - 
Ciiiniiig, - _ _ 

Felony, 

Felonious assault, - . - 

Forgoiy, - - . > 

Grievous ass.ault, - - _ 

Housebreaking, - . . 

9> and felony, - 

and robbery, - 
Horse stealing, - . , 

Lai'ceny, - - - - 

,, fi*om the person, 

„ aud previous conviction. 



which those Prisoners have been sentenced •who 
: the year ended 31st December, 1865. 



Crimes. 

Larceny and felony, - - . 

Malicious assault, - - « > 

Manslaughter, - - _ - 

Military oiiences, - - - - 

Murder, _ _ . . . 

Obtaining money under false pre- 
tences, - 

Pig stejiliug, - 

Passing base coin, - - - . 

Piracy, - 

Rape, 

Robbery, - 

lleceiviiig stolen goods, - - . 

Riljbonism, 

yiieep stealing, - - . . 

Shooting at with intent, 

Stealing in dwelling-house, - 
Stealing post letters, - . - 

'’J’rvason felony, » - _ - 

Uttering base coin, 

Writing threatening letters, - 

Total, - . . 



No. 

10 

1 

4 

7 

1 

1 

2 



HiraiBER of PRISONERS admitted in association during the -s-ear ended 
3ist December, 18G5. 



Tnuloa.- No. 

lailors, from separation at Slountjoy 
Prison, - - _ . g 

Tailors, from Spike Island -Prison, - 9 

Shoemakers, fi-nm separation at 
Mountjoy Prison, - - _ ji 

Shoemakers, from Spike Island Prison, 0 

Cleaner, from Spike Island 1^‘rison, l 
Remaining on 3ist December, 1864, 73 



Total, 



- 108 



Twik'H. 

Removed 'J’ailora, - - - _ 

», Shoemakers, - - - 

„ (Jleaner, - - - 

Remaining on 31sfi December, 180D, 



Total, 



EETumofWoRK psrfoi-medm the Tailora’ imd Shoemakers' Deuartmeat 
during the yeax ended 31st December, 1865. ^ 



Men's Blucber boots made, 

,, shoes made, 

Women’s shoes made, - 
Children’s shoes _ 
Officers’ slippers, men’s, made. 

_ 'women’s, ,, 
Frieze slippers made, - 
Canvas slippers made, 



No. 

paii’s, 126 
1,125 
556 
40 
68 
67 
124 
60 



Unifonn belts made, - - pairs CO 

Specialwork— Men’sbootamade,,, ’ 134 
j > pegged or clumped 

i> screwed, 

j, women’s, 

Women’s boots made, 

Men’s Blucber boots repaired, !, C4" 

e^oes .. .. 675 



No. 

- pairs, CO 



IC5^ 

177 

13 



Mountjov 

Male 

Convict 

PaisoN. 

d-'ofwjvior’s 

Report. 
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12 Twelfth Annual Reporl of the Dieeetovs 



EfiTuttN ofWoRK performed iu tlie Tailors’ aud Slioeiuakers’ Departmeut 
during the year ended 31st December, 1865 — coniimieil 



Ko. 

T\^omen’s shoes repaired, pairs, 290 

Officers’ slippers, men’s, repaired, ,, 15 

„ vomen’s ,, ,, 7 

Uniform top coats made, - - 64 

„ frock 1 , ,, - - 129 

„ trousers' „ - - 141 

„ caps ,, - - 147 

„ tweed coats made, - - 17 

„ ,, vests - 18 

„ „ trousers made, - 18 

„ boat jackets ,, - G 

„ cap covers, ,, - 101 

Stonkey jackets made, - - 116 

Cord trousers made, - - - 124 

Barragon vests ,, ■■ - - 14G 

Tweed caps ,, - - - 20 

Trieze jackets ~ -1,085 

,, vests - 1,240 

„ trousers ,, - - - 1,552 

„ caps ,, - - - 1,255 

,, braces, pairs made, - - 148 

Flannel drawers ,, - -615 



No. 



Flannel shirts made, - 


_ 


366 


Calico coats „ - _ 


. 


20 


, , overalls , , 




30 


„ badges - 


_ 


868 


Hospital trousers ,, 


- 


03 


„ vests - 


. 


1 


,, caps . 

Aprons made - 


- 


20 


. 


26 


Basses ,, ... 


_ 


10 


Uniform top coats repaired, - 


- 


28 


„ frock coats ,, 


- 


62 


,, trousers ,, 




70 


,, caps ,, 


- 


10 


„ vests ,, 


. 


1 


Frieze jackets ,, 


- 


255 


,, trousers ,, 


- 


6()4 


,, vests ,, 


- 


111 


„ caps „ 

Fknnel drawers ,, 


. 


66 


_ 


390 


,, shirts ,, 


. 


118 


Sliirts ,, 


. 


140 


Sheets ,, 


- 


140 



Statement of the ExpENDiTcmn of Mountjoy Male Prison for the year 
ended 31st December, 1805. 



HEADS OF SEUVXCE. 

Salaries, - 

Rations for officers, and allowances iu lieu thereof, « 
Uniforms for officers and servants, - . _ - 

'Victualling prisoners, 

Clothing, io., for prisoners, - - _ - _ 

Bedding lor imsoners, 

Medicines, surgical instruments, &c., - - - 

Medical comforts (extras for the sick), _ - - 

Ciotliiug and travelling expenses of prisoners on their 
liberation, ------ 

Gratuities to convicts, &c., 

Furniture and fittings, 

Kitchen utensils, crockery, cutlery, &c., 

Fuel aud light, 

Buildings aud repairs, 

Washing and repairs of linen, - - - - 

Soap, scouring and cleaning articles, - - « 

Brushes, brooms, and mops, - - - - _ 

Funeral expenses, inquests, &c., - - - - 

Various small disbursements, - 
Rents, rates, and taxes, _ _ _ 

Expense of the conveyance of convicts, - - - 



£ s. (1. 
3,G59 8 4 

22 I?) 3 
27 10 G 

1,3()7 9 2 

70 2 4 
8 5 2 

40 IG 1 
46 17 6 

6 13 2 
64 19 10 
24 2 2 
4 0 11 

443 16 1 

321 7 0 
36 19 1 

12 0 6 

23 2 I 
0 19 0 

86 7 9 
40 0 0 
0 11 6 



Total Payments, 



£6,307 7 5 



Statement of the Number of Convicts committed and disposed of, from 
1st January to 31st December, 1865. 



Received from — 

County and City Gaols, - - 209 

Convict Dep&ts, - - - 26 

Head Police (Dffice (ticket of 
licence revoked), - - - 10 

Do., having eacapedfrom prison, 1 

Military Prisoners, - , - i 

Total, - - - 247 



Removed to — 

Convict Dep6ts, - - -216 

Died, ------ 2 

Discharged, - - - - 23 

Dnndrum Lunatic Asylum, - i 

Richmond Bridewell, - - - 1 

County Gaols, 3 

Committed Suicide, - - - i 

Remaining in custody on the 31st 
December, 1865, - 247 
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Table sliowing the reported Pkeyious Impbisonment of the Prisonei*s received 
dui’hig the year ended 31st December, 1865. 



Not reported to have been in prison 



before, 


- 


. 




_ 


71 


Once, - 


. 


- 


- 


_ 


38 


Twice, - 


_ 


_ 


. 


_ 


29 


Three times, - 


- 


. 


_ 


_ 


28 


Four „ 


. 


_ 






18 


Five „ - 


- 


. 




_ 


16 


Six „ 


. 


_ 




• _ 


12 


Seven „ 


- 


- 


- 


_ 


5 



Eight times, ----- 5 

Nine n ----- 3 

Ten 

Ten and under fifteen times, - - o‘ 

Fifteen times and over, - - , 3 

Antecedents not known, - . 7 

Total, - 247 



Ages of Pkisonees on Conviction, received dming the year ended 
31st December, 1865. 



Tinder fifteen years of age, - - _ 

Fifteen, and rmder twenty, - - 33 

Twenty, and under twenty-five, - 77 
Twenty-five, and under thirty, - 45 

Thirty, and under forty, - - 66 



Forty, and under fifty, - 
Fifty, and under sixty, - 
Sixty, and over, 

Total, - 



- 13 

- 7 

- 6 

- 247 



Seotekoes of the Pkisonees committed to this Prison during the year ended 
31st December, 1865. 

Ten years’ penal servitude, - - 19 

Fourteen. ,, - 3 

»» „ - - 3 



Ten years’ transportation. 
Three years’ penal servitude. 
Four 
Five 



Six 

Seven 

Eight 



Married, 
Protestants, 27. 



- 3 



Fifteen, 
Twenty 
Life, - 



Roman Catholics, 215 



Total, 

Single, 168. 

Presbyterians/ 



247 



Eetuen showing the Valee of the Piiootctive Laeoee of the Peisonees, and 
the number Employed dnnng the year ended Slst December, 1805. 



How Ejiiployod. 



Daily 

aTcra^o 



ploy Oil 
3U3 days. 



Tailors, - _ . - - - - _ 

Shoemakers, -----.I”" 
Smiths, - -- -- III" 

Gai'deners and labouring work, - - « 

Tinmen, - 

Net-makers, -----III" 
prison, cooking, and picking 

Daily average effective prisoners employed as above, - 
^o°-®ffective8 in hospital, unable to work 
and sick in cells, - - , . _ . 

Total daily average. 
Total. - - - . 



Estiinatod vnluo 
of tlio work 
porfovmod. 





£ s. d. 


*69’46 


464 16 3 


t60-2» 


339 14 2 


1- 


22 14 6 


1-63 


23 13 6 


•03 


0 13 7 


•03 


0 13 7 


69* 


294 16 0 


201 -32 


— 


19-75 


- 


221*07 





— 


1,147 1 6 



date rf rMe‘pt™aT£mtjoy Son™ work, after three monthe from 

from fete ‘toee month, 



Mouktjoy 

Male 

CoNVjcr 

Prison. 

Report. 
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Maib 

Convict 

Prison. 

Medical 

Officer's 

Heport. 



MEDICAL OEEIOEE’S EEPOET. 

Mouutjoy Prison (Male), 
January, 1SG6. 

Gentlemen, — I have tlie honor of laying before you a report of the 
condition, during the year lS6o, of that deimrtment of the Mouutjoy 
(Male) Government Prison which it is my duty to superintend. 

1 am happy to be able to inform you that the sanitary state of tliia 
prison has been satisfactory, and that during this period no outbreak of 
contagious or epidemic disease has taken place. 

Three deaths took place among the prisoners iu the course of the year 
of these, two died in hospital — one of the disease known as “BrHit’s 
disease of the kidney,” the other of tubercular disease of the lungs, accom- 
pauied by pleuritis with effusion, and subsequently pucumo-thorax. The 
third was dead when conveyed from, his cell to liospital, having committed 
suicide. 



Twenty-one prisoners were recommended for removal from this prison 
on medical grounds during the past year ; of these, two were considered 
unfit to he submitted to the cellular discipline of this prison, as there was 
reason to believe them to suffer from epilepsy •, one on account of bein'> 
blind. ^ ^ The remainder either on account of marked bodily infirmity or 
a condition of disturbed mental health which made it appear iniudicious 
to detain them here. ^ 

The following tables show the comparative state of the health depart- 
ment of this prison since it was first opened, as well as the monthly 
hos]3ital, the diseases of the prisoners, &c., during the year 



Table showing the Number of Prisoners in the Prison, the Number of 
those admitted to Hospital, and the Number of Deaths each Year since 



Year. 


Total No. of CoDTicts 
in tUo Prison during 
cacli year. 


Numlier admitted 
to Hos])ital. 


Ecatlis, 


1850 


962 


263 




1851 


1,075 


355 




1S52 


971 


466 




1853 


3,178 


456 




ISoA 


1,096 


503 




1855 


1,052 


344 




1856 


837 


292 




1857 


758 


295 




1868 


661 


2'^1 




1859 


600 


210 




1860 


499 


182 




u 1861 


471 


153 




1862 


688 


193 




1863. 


716 


144 




1864 


599 


193 




3865 


449 


174 


3 



Hospitai, Return for the year 1865 . 
Numberof loners in custody in this Prison, 1 st January, 1865 
Number of Prisoners received in this Prison during the year 
Patients m Hospital, 1st January, 1865, - . « . * 

Admitted during the year, 

Special attendants, - 
Discharged, 

Removed to Spike Island, ---*'*"* 
Deaths, - ' 

Remaining in Hospital, 1st January, 1866 , - . 



19 } 

166^193 

160 ) 

21 f 184 
3 ) 

9 



IslaiKl^ ™ rwmmww fgr temoral, W ntemrfls remwed to Sptko 
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Deatus during the year 1865, Moontjot 

Male 


Register 
No. . 

1 


Initials 

of 

Names. 


[ Ago. 


I Received in 

Hospital. 


Dato of Deaths. 


' ' Convict 

PlUSQN. 

Disease. — ' 

3/eciicai 
Officer's 


6771 

6957 

6195 


M.B. 

W.H. 

M.M. 


24 

27 

22 


31st January. 

8th June. 

]7tli November. 


13th April. 

8th June. 

17th December. 


Iiv2Hjrt, 

Bright’s disease of kid- 
neys, 

Suicide by hanging.* 

Pleuritis with eiruaion, 
pulmonary phthisis. 



Montult State of Hospital for the year 1865. 



Admitted, 18Gj. 


Umlev 
tre.'itHiont in 
Hospital. 


Discharged. 


Died. 


Renmlning. 


Jan. 1st, in Hospital, 


- 191 




23 




17 


,, admitted,; 

February, 


- 2l| 




■> 




33 


18 


_ 


15 


March, 


- 


33 


17 


_ 


16 


.^ril, - - - 

Jlay, - 




30 

27 


19 

12 


1 


10 


June, - - - 


. 


26 


1.3 






July, - 






17 






August, 


- 


22 


12 




10 


September, - 


- 


23 


10 




October, 


_ 


27 








November, 


- 


21, 








December, t - 


- 


19 


9 


1 






— 




. ^ 




1st Jan., 18(10. 



Diseases of Peisoneks admitted to Hospital during the j'ear 1805. 



Asthma, - - - I 

Bronchitis, - - l 

Chest disease, " - l 

Debility, - - - 13 

Diarrhoea, - - 15 

Dyspepsia, - .7 

Disease of shoulder, - 1 
Erysipelas, - . l 

Epileptic, - - - 2 

Enlarged tonsils, - 2 
Peverisli attacks, - 38 



Hemorrhoids, •• - 2 

Herpes Zoster, • - 1 

luflammation of knee 
and bursa patella!,- 7 
Jaundice, - - - 2 

Ophthalmia, - - 11 

Observation, for, - 21 

Phthisis, - - -1 

Periostitis, - - 1 

Eheuniatism, - - 4 

Scrofulous glands, - 5 



Stricture, - - - « 

Sore throat, - - 2 

Syphilis, - - - 8 

Suicidal cases, - - 4 

Sciatica, - - - 2 

Tumour over eye, - 1 

Ulcer of leg, - - 3 

Whitlow, - . « 4 

Special attendants, - 8 



174 



Total number of indmdualst admitted to hospital duriugtheycar 

{ >> prisoners prescribed for in the prison - ’ 

Individual prisoners that had change of diet, ... 

M that had extra exorcise, , - _ 



120 

2,818 

19 

45 



* Verdict, “Temporary insanity.” 

t Owing to the political (Feniau) prisoners committed to this prison, at this time, it was 
deemed advisable, on account of the strict watch necessarj’, to admit to hospital onlv those 
who urgently required hospital treatment. Hence the small muaher this month 
to indSak than once to hospital. This statement refora 

§ Cases of fl trifling character, not requiring to he admitted to Iiospitai for treatment. 
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Mountjot 

Male 


PniSONERS 1 






Paisox. Ri'gis- 


Initials 


try 


of 


Medical 


Namo. 






Jieport. 




69)8 


P. D., . 


6830 


J. J., 


6689 


J. M., . 


6475 


J. K, . 


7023 


T. M., . 


69-U 


D. M„ . 


6681 


M. S., . 


6870 


E. S., . 


6899 


P. w., . 


6811 


G. M., . 


6931 


M. D., . 


6942 


J. L., 


7029 


M. G., . 


6974 


M. G., . 


7070 


E.B., , 


6908 


G. 0., . 


7027 


T. K., . 


6948 


M. D., . 


6996 


M. C., . 


7017 


J. F., . 


7028 


F. M., . 



Piusorasns removed during tire year 18GS on Medical Grounda. 



Oljaervatlons on case, as maJo in letter reconnaendiDg 
removal. 



Recommended for removal, being subject to epileptic attacks 
lor some time past in a delicate state ofhealtli. 

A very strange, eccentric character; not fit, in my opinion 
for the discipline of this prison. ’ 

This prisoner lately made ^vhat appears to have been a deter- 
mined attempt at suicide. I recommend his removal rather 
B^^°^revent the development of mental disease. 

A delicate old man,_not suited to the cellular discipline. 

A delicate man, irritable and weak-minded, unfit any loneer 
to undergo the cellulai- discipline. 

Whom I found yesterday in a state of gi-eat mental excite- 
ment, and who was found the night before preparine to 
make a suicidal attempt. 

A man whose sanity is very doubtful, and -who is certainly 
unfit for the discipline of this prison . 

Suffering from pbtliisis. 

Of doubtful sanity. 

Under the influence of delusions, of doubtful sanity. 

Sent away from here on a former occasion as being epileptic 
Siiice this prisoner’s admission to hospital I am induced to 
believe that lie has made his suicidal attempt under the in- 
fluence of temporary insanity. It wouldnot, in my opinion, 
be safe again to submit him to cellular confinement. 

I recommend the removal of this prisoner, as he is evidently 
ofweakmmd. ^ 

A weak-minded prisoner. 

A prisoner at a former period a certified lunatic. 

A delicate man, suffering in au extreme degree from spas- 
modic asthma. ^ 

A confirmed invalid, suffering from chronic disease of the 
shoulder. 

Very excitable, and, on account of his mental condition, not 
fit for the cellular discipline of this prison. 

Sent away from this prison on a former occasion on medical 
grounds. 



Darbg the past year I visited regularly the prisoners under punish- 
ment at the time of my usual visit to tlie prison. From the time of the 
appointment of Mr. Ward as Resident Apotliecary, up to the commeuce- 
ment of last year, I had not done so. I commenced performing this duty 
which, in consequence of a representation made by Df. Bauon and myself 
w the kte Ohiiirman of the Board of Directors, had been assigned to the 
.Resident Apothecary, as I learned that it was your wish that it should be 
done by the Medical Superintendent. Lest you may conceive that in not 
doing this lormerly, J had been guilty of any neglect of duty, I take the 
liberty ot stating what arrangement had been made at the time of Mr. 
Wards appointment. At that time the late Chairman of the Board of 
directors was good enough to ask the assistance of Dr. Banon and myself 
m framing regulations for the guidance of the Resident Apothecary in the 
discharge of his duties. Among these rules the following was drawn and 
approved of, yiz. ; “He shall attend to such instructions with regard to 
prisoners under punishment as he may receive from the Medical Superin- 
tendent.' ^ 

These instructions were that the Resident Apothecary should visit the 
pnsonei's under punishment every morning, ask each if ho was well, and 
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report the name of every^ one wlio was ailing or who wialied to see Mountjot 
Iiim to the Medical Superintendent, who should accordingly visit such Male 
prisoners. Convict 

This arrangement was found to work well, and was only discontinued 
by me, as I believe it was by Dr. Banon, upon learning that you desired 
it to be so. Officer's 

At the close of the yeax’ 1S64, some cases of scurvy made their appear- 
ance in this prison. In consequence I stated in my last report that “ the 
occurrence of this disease, which had not hitherto appeared in this prison 
since T have been Medical Superintendent of it, was made the subject of 
.special report, and such changes were suggested as regards diet, <fcc., as I 
thought proper to arrest the spread of the complaint.” 

As some_ misconception seems to have arisen on the subject of the 
changes which I then suggested, and since carried out, I shall be pardoned 
for entei’ing at some length into this matter. 

Let me observe, on the tbresliold, that I am not one of those persons 
who consider that a high scale of diet is necessary for convicts. I have 
not observed, as is urged by some, that the depressing influence of prison 
life requires to be oountoj-aeted by additional food. The object to bo 
aimed at should be, iu my opinion, the adoption of a scale of diet as 
economical as is oonipatihle with the niaintcnanoe of healtli. The great 
majority of convicts do not feel the degradation of their position as 
criminals so as to be depressed by it. The few who do take it much to 
heart or who long for liberty and home, so as to becomo desponding, 
mutable, nervous, sleepless, and out of health, never ask for more food, and 
could not digest it if they got it. 

My predecessor, Mr. Itynd, took a different view of this question j I 
have before me a letter of his showing his disapproval of curtailed diet 
even in the case of prisoners under punishment, and reference to iii.s report 
for tlie year 1S56, shows tliat the cases in which he gave extra diet to pri- 
soners (that is additional food over and above the ordinary fixed diet of 
the prison) far exceeded what I have found neces.sary. 

* In the year ISoO. number of prisoners who had extra diet, 

1863 , „ 

1864 , „ 

1865 , „ 




During the year 1858, at the request of the Directors of that time, wlio 
coincided with me in tliinking that some reduction might ho made iu the 
scale of dietary, I made a very careful series of observatious, conducted I 
may add, partly upon healthy prisoners and partly upon mvself, wliicli 
led to the approval and adoption of the following ;_Two scales of diet 
were adopted for adult prisoners undergoing cellular discipline in this 
prison, one of these scales of diet (which to save confusion I shall indicate 
as diet A) was a little better than the other (diet B).f 

In fact they were identical except in this, that in the one case (diet A) 
on the two days of the week on which soup is given, the prescribed 
allowance of meat was given along with the soup, while in the other 
(diet the same quantity of soup was given, the meat boiled in it being 
omitted. As a smaller amount of actual flesh meat was required, ox-heads 
■were used to a considerable extent for making the soup. 



* See Reports for these years. 

“h®? “reception diet" in the prison, and I boliovo that this misamilied 
on that all priSoMrs 

^ * matter of course, were to be placed upon it. But this never was the 
mstmetivo, however, as showing how injudicious it is n use a 



B 
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At a convenient time after llie arrival of prisoners in this prison, I 
iuspecton each indiviiliial, and placed each on that ono of tlie sanctioned 
scales of diet which I considered suited to his case. This was done by my 
markiiiLT tlic diet which I ordered for each prisoner opposite to his name 
in tho bfxiU keptfor this purpose. In my published report fur 1850, it is 
stated that within a certain time 2S2 prisoners were received in this 
prison ; of these 193 were jilaced on diet B, while in 89 instances I had 
reason to adopt the higher scale (diet A). 

It is obvious, therefore, that at that time it was considered as part of 
my duty, as Medical Superintendent, to make use of one or the other of 
these two scales of diet, according as my medical knowledge indicated to 
me that one or the other was required. 

I never doubted that it was my duty to do so. I did so from the time 
that tliese two scales (A and B) were first sanctioned, and did so with 
the full knowledge of the Directors. For, from my report, already referred 
to, it appears that about one-third of the prisoners arriving in this prison 
were placed on diet A, the remainder on diet B, 

I have already said that towards the close of last year, some oases of 
scurvy appeared in this prison. Dreading an outbreak of this disease, 
such as occurred in the adjoining prison in the year 1862, when 100 cases 
of scurvy made their appearance,'"' and fearing tliat such an occurrcuce 
would give good grounds of objection against further attempts at reduc- 
tion of diet, I at once made a special report, of which the following is a 
copy . 



24th December, 18(54. 

' HtiVeral cases of undoubted scurvy have made their appearance among the prU 
ners, 

1 have carefully sought for the Ccause of an appearance of n disease which I have 
never uniil uow met with in this prison during the years I have been Me(iic:U 
Supevintemleut of it. I am unable to discover in the tpumtity or quality of the 
articles used ns food any cause for this, No change whatever has been made 
witliiu the present year as regards the diet of the prisoners, and from frequent 
insiKsctioiis 1 und the milk, bre.ad, &c., as good as lias been .at any time furnished 
for the u^e of the prisoners. The broth .also contains the usual quantity of fresh 
succulent vegetables as has been given I'ov years past, niere has been no change 
of any kintl made as regards the ventUadou of tiie prison, or any otl)cr circumstance 
that I ciui make out wiiich can be looked upon ns the cause of a complaint from 
which the prisoners of this establishment have hitherto been free. , In fact so far 
as hygienic nrrniigcmc'nts are coneernccl, I can find no caur,e, and I can suggest no 
general vemed.v. But I find that of late the number of puuishracnls have greatly 
increased, and I also find that three out of four eases of scurvy have been for a 
longea- or shorter period under punishment with curtailed diet. It is not possible 
for me to tell beforehand that a prisoner under dietetic punislmieut will be made 
Ecorbutic by it. I can only deal with the disease when it arises. But I can draw 
the attention of the Directors to what I hclieve to be tlje fact, that this disease is 
caused by frequent punislimcnt, and hope that thej’’ will be induced to try to reduce 
the number of punishments which have of late so much inca’cased. As a preven- 
tive measure, I also recommend that all prisoners shall get meat as tliey used 
formerly to do from the time of their arrival in this prison, and also that a larger 
quantity of vegetables be given in the broth. 

Robert M'Donneli-, ii.n., 

Medical SvperintendenU 

As I -never received any reply to tbia, it only remained for me to adopt 
such means as I conceived lay witbin my own power for the arrest of this 
oomplainfc, I accordingly bad recourse to the higher of the two sanctioned 
scales of tlietary. I ascertained that the bread, milk, soup, &c., was fresh 
and good, by inspecting the samples of food every day, and I caused a 

‘^Beport of Mcdvcrvl Supermfcondoni of Moyntjoy Female Frisou, for Year 1862.” 
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lime-juice mixture to be admiiustcred daily to prisoners on bread and 

■water as punishmeut diet. 

I have t)io satisfaction to report that no case of scurvy lias occurred 

during the year 1865. 

From the foregoing statement it -would appear— 

1st. That the diet scales introduced in the year 1858 were adopted 
and sanctioned as the result of my observations, and on my recom- 
mendation. 

2nd. That from tlio first introduction of these two scales of diet, I, as 
Medical Ofiicer, made use of the one or the other, just as I be- 
lieved tbe one or the other to be necessary for the maintenance 
of the health of the prisoners under my charge, 

3rd. That last year, in consequence of a threa-tened outbreak of disease, 
I had recourse to the higher of these two scales more freely than 
I had found necessary in former years. 

4tli. That these facts had all been brought under the notice of the 
Directors in my reports. 

Bearing in mind the foregoing statement, it will hardly be wondered at 
that it was with some surprise that in November last I received a letter 
fx'om you attributing to “ the watchful care of my predecessor,” Mr. Ryiul, 
the changes in diet which I was myself instrumental in efiecting in 1858; 
and in a few day.s later a memorandum forwarded to mo inquiring — 

“ What rule of those for the guidance of the Medical Officer authorized 
or justified bim, without the sanction of the Directors, in entirely altcrino- 
the food, arul thus changing an iinjiartaut phase of the system?” ° 

If, gentlemen, alter considering the explanation whicdi I have now 
ventured to oflbr, you aro still of opinion that I was not justified in acting 
as I have done, 1 shall be happy to Icam wbat course I should follow 
uuder similar circumstances in future. 

I would merely add that it is an error to suppose that I in any way 
altered the food, or changed any phase of the system, during the last twelve 
inontlis. I merely made use of the existing and sanctioned scales of 
<liet in such a way as (combined with other measures) to aiuest an out- 
break of disease. In doing so, I exercised a power which •with your 
hiiowledge, and I liad believed with your aj)proval, I bad exercised since 
the year 1858. 

The subject of the punishmeut of prisoners, viewed in its medical 
n-spoct, is one to wl-ich I wish to direct attention. A largo proportion of 
the diseases met -with among convicts are varions forma of scrofula; the 
great bulk of those who die in onr convict prisons, as seen by the i*etuni 
of deaths, fall victims to maladies known as scrofulous. 

So frequently, indeed, is scrofulous disease of one kind or another mot 
with aiuoug the criminal class, that some persons think that some peculiar 
connexion exists between the criminal tendency and the scrofulous 
diathesis. I believe, however, that the connexion depends .simply upon 
this ! that amongst those from whom the majority of our criminals sprin^^, 
physical and moral neglect go hand in hand. 

Insufficient food, insufficient clothing, bad air, and soforth, co-exist 
with evil training in early life, and vicious associates. The seeds of 
scrofula and the seeds of vice are put in at the same time, but the growth 
of tbe one does not seem to be in any -n^ay dependent upon tho other. It 
is certain, however, that scrofulous disease is the great scourge of the 
convict class, as met with in. our civil prisons ; and in considering, in a 
medical point of view, the advantages and di.sadvantagcs of varions forra.s 
of punishment, it should be our chief endeavour to avoid such iufiucnccs 

I) 2 
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Mountjot as are known to be likely to develop any tendency in tins direction. It 
CwviCT account that corporal punisbnient, within certain limits, espe- 

PiusoN. cially for the yonn^, but tlie same may be said for almost all classes, 
Medi^ possesses advantages over_ all other modes of pnnisbmcnt — short and 

Queers soon, once an ordinary whipping leaves^ behind no permanent ill-effects, 
/(ejwi. and never impairs the gcneml health. It is a matter to be regretted that 
of late years public opinion has sot so strongly against corporal punish- 
ment. I can state, from repeated conversations with prisoners, that a 
severe birching would be considered a less severe punishment than bread 
and water diet in the penal cell for ten days or a fortnight, or than beincr 
simply placed in handcuffs for the same length of time ; and I can con- 
fidently affirm that the punishment by bread and water diet is much more 
likely to impair the Iiealth. 

The punishments which, in my opinion, are most likely to develop 
scrofulous, or other disease, are those depending on restricted exercise 
curtailed diet, or insufficient clothing. ’ 

It is obviously objectionable that the Medical Officer should have to 
step in between an oflender and a well-merited punishment. When he is 
taken off punishment by the order of the Medical Officer it gives the 
offender a kind of triumph j yet this has often to be done when a diet 
punishment extends over many days. Punishments, by curtailed diet, 
are not well suited eitlicr for the young or for persons advanced in life — 
It tells quickly on those who are still growing, and the elderly do not bear 
with immunity sudden changes in the quantity of their food. After some 
days of bread and water diet the pulse becomes quick ; a slight degree of 
exercise accelerates the heart’s action and quickens the respiration; the 
differences which normally exist in the rate of tho pulse when lying, 
sitting, or standing become much exaggerated ; some days later a low 
degree of fever begin.?, with considerable thirst. Experienced offenders, 
however, do not drink, they merely dip the tongue in water. They do 
not allow themselves to drink water freedy until the period of punishment 
is nearly up ; then they take water copiously. This is possibly the reason 

that some seemed to have gained weight while on punishment the 

quantity of water drunk diffused through the tissues, of course tempora- 
rily makes them heavier. I need not say, however, that this is not 
generally the case. 

Haut^uffs kept on for a longer or shorter period is a severe punish- 
ment ; but when unaccompanied by lessened diet I have not observed that 
the general health suffers much. 



The dark cell is now rarely or ever used, but formerly, when it was, 
and I bad opportunities of judging of its effect, I certainly did not 
hud that It produced the terrible effects attributed to it. Upon boister- 
ous, passionate, and destructive characters it acted as a sedative, 'by 
p aoiDg ^em m circumstances in which their rage became impotent, and 
their tendency to destroy ineffectual. 

The padded cell is not used for punishment purposes, being intended 
ior cases either insane or supposed to be so. ^ ^ ^ 

I objept, on medical grounds, to the punishment of prisoners by giving 
em insufficient clothing, as one not only likely to develop scrofulous 
isease u highly likely to give rise to acute disease also. Last winter, 
en an attempt was made to introduce this mode of punishment into 
tins pnson, I objected, as you are aware, to its introduction at that time, 
s e su ject is one about which I feel very strongly, I conceive it to be 
^uty to apeak frankly concerning it. 

The circumstances were as follow On the 7th of tlanuary, 1865, 
leu -V isi mg the punishment cells, I found a prisoner in one of them 
00 -nig very miserable. He was stooping forward with his hands thrust 
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between liia legs, liia extremities were colil, liis f'oiiturcs slininken, ho 
shivered, and his tcetli cliattcrcd. lie IiaJ tlio appearance of a man 
labouring under serious illness; indeed the leaden hue of his faco and 
sunken eye looked like that of a patient struck with Asiatic cholera. 

I inquired what ailed him ; he said that he was cold, very cold; that 
no bed or bedding, except a single rug, had been allowed him during the 
night ; that he had lain on the floor, with no other bed-clothes than a 
rug to cover him, and that he was cold into his very bones. I asked if 
it was so, and was informed that an order liad come from the Directors’ 
Office to the effect that prisoners under punishment were to be deprived of 
their beds and bedding (except the rug) during the first nights that they 
were undergoing punishment. I asked to see this order. About the time 
referred to the weather was exceedingly inclement. By looking at the 
Kegistrar-Generars returns it will be seen that during the beginning of 
January, 1865, the cold was on some nights intense — several degrees 
below the freezing poiiat. 

The weight of the rng allowed to the prisoner I ascertained to be not 
more than four pounds. He had nothing hut the floor to lie on, no bed- 
stead, mattress, or pillow. Considering such a mode of punishment at 
that season of the year, as in the liighcet degree likely to give rise to 
acute disease in tlioso submitted to it, I directed that in future the usual 
bedding should be given to tho prisoner mentioned, and I remonstrated 
against the adoption of tliis mode of puiiisimient in general. 

1 had received no intimatiou that the iutroductioii of it was in cou- 
tcmplation, else I should Iiavo stated my rea.=ons for regarding it as 
imsuited to the convicts of this prison before it had been put in force. 

On tlie 10th of January a memorandum was forwarded to me from one 
of the members of your Board, stating that this mode of dealing with 
prisoners under punishment was followed at Spike Island Prison and in 
the army. 

This I confess appeared to me to be rather an argument hi favour of 
its discontinuance at Spike Island, than one for its adoption in this prison. 

I wrote in reply expressing strongly my disapproval of it. Peeling, 
however, that everything of tins kind should be jndge<l of by experience, 
as, after all, this is the true criterion whereby to test tho fitness or unfit- 
ness of such a punishment, I went, by tho permission of Mr. Tufnell, to visit 
the military prison at Arbour-hill and judge for myself of the ollects. I 
found that in this prison, instead of being given a rug only with tho floor 
to lie on, each prisoner under puni.shnicut during the cold weather is 
raised off the floor on a bedstead, and has a good blanket as well as a rug. 
Military prisoners having been at one time in their career selected as 
healthy recruits, are, it should also ho remembered, a more robust class 
than the majority of convicts met with in civil prisons; even tho mode 
of punishment adopted at Arbour-hill Prison I should, not consider suit- 
able for the inmates of this prison. 

I hope, gentlemen, that you will pardon mo for entering so fully into 
this subject. I regard it as a very important one, and beg leave to assure 
you that my observations are not dictated by any feelings of maudlin 
good-nature or foolisli philanthropy. I am as well aw^are as any man how 
necessary it is to have an iron Land iu dealing with the convict classes, 
and that often firmness, severity, and sternness are the greatest humanity. 

It is always with regret that I stand between a prisoner who has mis- 
conducted himself and the punishment which you think it right to award ; 
but I think that the experience of the past proves that I have done so 
with benefit to the service and safety to those connected with if. I would 
allude to my statement concerning the health of one of those individuals 
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Mocnwoy whose death is recorded iu my present report (Register Wo. 6,195) unoii 
c“™i “ntemplatioii to inflict a flogging for a grieVois offence 

Piuso.v. gentlemen, apart altogether from the question as to the influence 

upon the health of the prisoners of one piuiishiucnt or another it is a 

olnJer’i I y"'“' attention. I have saici already 

iteport. t“® ^th of Jaunary, when I ionnd .a pri,soner lahouring under the 

effects of cold, iu con.sequenee of his bedding not having been allowed 
to him, I had receired no intimation that llie introduction of such a mode 
of punishment was couteraplateci. 

I would earnestly beg that in future you W'ill be good enough to com- 
muuicate to me beforehand any order so closely related as this to the de- 
partment over which I preside. I would remind you that a coroner’s 
inquest is liable to be held on the body of every prisoner who dies in this 
prison; that if it c.aino before a jury in evidence that a convict died of 
acute bronchitis or pneumonia^ or some such malady caused by liis liavini: 
been deprived of his bedding, I sliould bo censured, and, I must confess 
deservedly so, for having ax^parently sanctioned it. In justice to myself 
therefore, gentlemen, I most earnestly solicit 3^011 to communicate to me 
in future such changes before they are actually carried into effect. 

Four cases of attempted suicide were admitted to hospital durinfr- the 
past year. Iu one of these the attempt had been successful, aud the man 
was quite dead when conveyed to hospital. As appeared in evidence at 
the coroner’s inquest, the man was under pnnislimeut in one of the re- 
fi-actory cells at the time of his death, and was in handcuffs. 

I had visited him the day before his deatli and had conversed with him 
At this time he gave no sign of being of unsound mind. The coroner’s 
jury returned a verdict of “ temporary insanity.” 

Ihe case is one of considerable intere.st in a inedico-lcgal iioiut of view. 
The unfortunate man had hanged liinisclf witli a jiortioii of his own shirt 
twisted up and attached to a small ventilator fixed in tho wall of the cell. 
Ibis vemilator is within five feet two inches of the ffoor, so that he must 
Lave had detcm.mation enough to beep his feet off the ground until he 
became insensible. Whem bodies Iiave been found suspended so near to 
the ground as this a question has been raised as to wlietlier they have not 
been suspended after death by some other person, in order to give the ap- 
pearance of suicidowhen life had been actually token by another hand 
than their own; and it has been argued that no one could have determin- 
ation enough to destroy himself while safety lay witliin his reach by 
simpl}^ standing up. The case now alluded to proves that suicides may 
accomplish their purpose of self-destruction when their feet reach the 
ground. 

J. E. Register Ilo. a, 475— Attempted to imng binisolf in punishment 
cell on May oth, between three and four o’clock in tho morning. His case 
was a serious one, and it was some hours before re-action was so re-estah- 
Jisheil as to place him out of danger. 

This prisoner was subsequently reoomineiided for removal from this 
prison on medical grounds. 

M. G-., Register Ho. 6,974, attempted to hang himself in his cell on 
August 2nd. ® 

This one was, I may say, the worst case of suspended animation I have 
ever seen winch underwent recovery. When I arrived (having been 
instantly sent for), I found that the Resident Apothecary bad applied 
external stimulants and used artificial respiration. At this time the face 
was livid, « extremities cold, the body bedewed with clammy moisture, 
oody foam frothing from the mouth, eyes protruding and bloodshot, pulse 
barely perceptible, slow and intermitteut. He was X 3 i’ofoundly insensible 
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—respiration was very laboured ami irregular. After two hours of vigor- Mountjoy 
ous treatment — magnetism, sinapisnie, chafing of limbs, application of 
warmth, ttc., I found the pulse improving and heat hecoining restored. On paisoN. 
returning in the afternoon I found him still profoiuully insensible, — 
although it had been possible to give him some small f|uantity of brandy 
and water. Re-action was not cstaldishcd, his pulse was very feeble, and itcpoH 
he appeared to be sinking. Later my colleague, I)r. Tyrrell, of Jervis- 
street Hospital, saw him with me in consultation. He was still insensible, 
breathing laboriously, and foaming from the moutli. Wc considered, 
liowever, that re-action was sufficiently re-established to justify bleeding 
from the arm. While I was drawing the blood consciousnesa returned 
He spoke, and from this time on gradually recovered. 

This prisoner was subsequently recommended for removal from th 
prison on medical grounds. 

W. M., Register No. 6,896, attempted to hang himself in his coll on 
October 25th. His case was less serious than any of the foregoing. This 
prisoner has since gone to Spike Island Ih-isou. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Robert M'Donnjsi.i-, m.d., f.u.s. 

To the Directors of Irish Convict Prisons. 



PROTESTANT CHArLAIN’S REPORT. ProUs^tmt 

■ ClMpfahi's 

Honntjoy (Male) Government Prison. 2lc\>ort 
13th January, 1S6G. 

Gentlemen, — In reporting to you my experience of the year 1SG5, 1 
can only repeat what I stated in my report for the preceding year, tliat 
“the duties of a Chaplain are of that monotonous character which aflords 
scftrccly any materials for a lengthened report.” I can only say, that in 
my exx^erience as a parochial clergyman in Dublin, for tlurty-sevcn years, 

I have never been engaged in a more interesting field of labour ; and never 
have I seen so large a proportion of sinners “turned from Satan unto 
God.” This result I can clearly trace to the effect of solitary confinement, 
when men have been thereby to think.'' They are then accessible by 
instrumentalities to which before they were utter strangers. They can 
be “ i)Klhkliicilizecl^'' and dealt with according to the idiosyncrasy of each • 
and I will ever mainfiihi that the iutUvidualizatioji of prisoners is abso- 
lutely essential to their reformation. The routine of divine services 
week-day lecture, and frequent visitation of each prisoner in liis cell, haa 
been carried on an in all preceding years. The attention of tlic men is 
most gratifying and the number of communicants amounts to fully two- 
thirds of the whole. 

You are aware that lately new arrangements became necessary by 
which ourplan of worship was changed ; but the Inspector so kindly made 
arrangements for our accommodation, and the Governor and Chief Warder 
took pch pains to carry them into effect, that we were subjected to but 
little iuconveuicnce. 

Here I would conclude; but that the Roman Catholic Chaplain has 
personally challenged me in his report for the preceding year, to express 
an opinion as to the position in which ]n’isoners of different persuasions 
are here placed, and the probable effects on their religions feelings. I 
really think that such matters were better dealt with fey reporting them 
to the Directors and calling for an investigation, than by having them 
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puHisbc'! to tlie woi-kl, without any inveiitigatlon at ail. But as you 
think otherwise, anJ have puhlishctl thorn in full, I am compelleii most 
reluctantly, to add a very few words. I say that it is not with the 
“superior officers” the prisoners feel thoiimelves most concerned; far 
more deeply are they concerned in their dealings with the “discipline 
warders” with whom they are iu close contact, the officers on whose 
reports they are judged, and in opposition to wimse reports nothing they 
can say can avail unless they can produce some other “officer” to give 
evidence in their behalf. Now I do not complain that the great majority 
of those officers are Roman Catholics ; I believe that most of them treat 
all the prisoners fairly and irapa.rtially ; yet the fact is patent that scarcely 
a month passes without notice being given by some professing Protestant 
of bis wish to change his religion. And it is also the fact, that the rules 
in force in this prison establish a special kind of surveillance over the 
Protestant prisoners from which the Homan Catholics are free ; in fact 
that there are some rules and regulations made for the Protestants as a 
class, and they feel it. 

I should not have thought that those matters were the fit subject for a 
public report ; but as they have been strongly put and published, on the 
one side, for the last two years, I thought it right (when specially referred 
to) to say what I have done. 

I have the honor to be, Gentlemen, your faithful servant, 

Tiios. K SuoitE, Protestant Chaplain, 

The Directors of Government Prisons 
in Ireland^ 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Monntjoy Male Prison, 

lOtli January, 1866. 

Gentlemen, — In accordance with the thirteenth of the Chaplain’s 
rules, which says, “ He shall submit to the Directors, on or before the lOtli 
day of .Jauuary iu each year, a report, in writing, Hpeoifying, with reference 
to the preceding year, the religious and moral condition of tlio prisoners 
belonging to his Church, and the apparent effects of the disoij)line of the 
prison,” I have the honour to submit to you a few observations, firstly, 
on the moral and religious condition of the Roman Catholic prisoners; 
and, secondly, on the apparent effects of the discipline of the prison. 

I have much pleasure iu reporting to you that the religious conduct of 
the Roman Catholic prisoners lias been, on the whole, satisfactory. During 
the past year a considerable portion of time was allotted to visiting and 
instructing prisoners iu the cells, and ranch attention and docility were, 
with few exceptions, manifested by them, in receiving instruction or 
admonition. I have also to express great satisfaction at the general 
conduct of the prisoners attending religious instructions, which were 
given four times each week, and I am happy to be able to report that they 
took advantage of all the opportunities afforded them, for moral aud 
religious improvement. 

Some few prisoners, petty thieves, returned conviots, prisoners habit- 
uated to and grown old in vice, cannot, because they will not, be reformed. 
From familiarity with prison life, such men are so far from being deterred 
by any sentence that might be inflicted on tliem, that iu several cases 
they become actually worse, and occasionally employ their time in 
perverting others. This class of prisoners, small, comparatively speaking, 
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are, in general, much more guilty tlian the other convicts. And it is 
a question for the Government, whether the system might not ho greatly convict 
improved by keeping these men entirely separate from the other Prison. 

^ It is iny duty to state, that abundant facilities were givemne, according CathoHa 
to the prison arrangements, for the exercise of my ministry, and that all Chaplain’s 
the officers with whom my duties brought me into contact, treated me 
with much kindness and cordiality. 

I have, secondly, to submit to you, gentlemen, my report for the past 
year, as to the apparent effects of the discipline of the prison. It gives 
me much pleasure to report, after another year’s experience that, all the 
circumstances being considered, a certain amount of good results lias been 
obtained, mixed, I regret to add, with some evil effects. Our prison 
system is, undouljtedly, good, and it seems to me that a greater amount of 
beneficial results might be expected from it. llules, like laws, depend 
more, perhaps, upon tlieir administration than their nature for good 
effects. 

Our prison system proposes to itself two objects ; tlie first, to punish 
the offender, by strict discipline and constant labour ; and the second, 
to teach him the sound principles and practice of morality and religion. 

These objects are well expressed in No. 4 of the Governor’s rules (pub- 
lished in 1864) — Ho (the Governor) shall bear in mind that the object of 
his duties, and of those of all other officers and servants under his direc- 
tion, is notonly to give full effect to the sentence awarded to the convicts 
during their period of confinement, but also to instil into tbeir minds 
moral and religious principles, and induce in them practical liahifcs of 
industry, regularity, and good conduct.” 

To give practical application to this wise and important rule, the officers, 
and more especially the chief officers, ought to have tlie cajiacity, zeal, 
and aptitude to cany on and, as far as possible, complete the work of 
reformation. It is impossible to overestimate the importance to society 
of the reformation carried on at our prison. For a number of prisoners, 
varying from five to seven or eight hundred, receive every year moral 
training at Mountjoy Prison ; and what still more enhances the question, 
in my regard is, tliat eighty-five per cent, of this mass of prisoners are 
Homan Catholics. 

I have given some time and attention to this subject, and I submit to 
you, gentlemen, my conviction, that the true and efficacious way to reform 
Roman Catholic prisoners, is to make them good Catholics. If we can 
succeed in this, they will certainly be obedient to the laws, loyal, peaceful, 
and useful members of society; and will, in the true sense of the word, 
be reformed. Such is the object wbicli our system has in view. 

Here another most important question arises, namely, Is the agency 
employed for reformation competent? Is it the most suitable and best 
adapted to the end in view ? Yon will, I think, gentlemen, agree with 
me, that a Roman Catholic agency is the moat suitable for the moral and 
religious reformation of Roman Catholics. Now wliat is the case? I 
beg respectfully, gentlemen, to call your attention to this. In the whole 
staff of superior officers there is not a single Roman Catholic. The 
Governor, the Inspector, the Chief Warder, the Registrar, the Steward, 
the Medical Officer, the Apothecary, the Head Schoolmaster, are all Pro- 
testants. I speak not now of individuals, but of a system, and I respect- 
fully ask, can the moral refoimation of Roman Catholic prisoners be best 
and most efficaciously effected by a staff of officers exclusively antagonistic 
to the religion of the prisoners? They may enforce discipline and give 
full effect to the sentence awarded to the prisoners ; but are they the most 
suitable agency “ to instil into their minds moral and religious principles 1” 
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Permit me to put tliis in sinotbcr liglit. Let mo suppose, that in Pentoii- 
yille there were a staff of superior officers exclusively Homan Catholic, to 
reform Protestant prisoners, wouhl the directing or governing power con- 
sider them the most suitable agcucy % 

But, gentlemen, tliere is oue of the superior officers, whose duties are 
more closely iuterwoven with the moral reformation of prisoners, and tliis 
is the Head Schoolmaster. In the Catholic Church, the schoolmaster is 
looked upon as the coadjutor of the clergyman, and, in fact, is expected to 
blend, with secular instruction, moral aiul religious training. How, the 
Head Sclioolmaster, wdio is intrusted, in our pi’ison, with the moral refor- 
niatiou of the Homan Catholic prisoners, committed to my care, is not only 
non-Catholic, but ho has abjured Catholicity, and this, too, while ho was 
teaching Homan Cotholic prisoners. If there is one officer more than 
another whoso duty it i.s to instil into the minds of the prisoners moral 
and religious principles, that officer is tho Head Schoolmaster. I beg, 
very respectfully, to ask, will bo assist in making the Homan Catholic 
prisoners good Oatbolics 1 In truth, gentlemen, a considerable portion of 
my time is occupied in watching over the Homan Catholic prisoners lest 
their faith should be interfered with. And what aggravates this evil i.s, 
that there is no counterpoise in tho teaching staff. Of the three school' 
masters, two are Protestants ; only one Homan Catholic. The two senior 
or superior teachers are Protestant; tho lo\vcst is the Pioman Catholic. 
The Homan Catholic prisoners, who are eighty-five per cent, of the whole, 
have only one teacher of their denomination, and ho tho lowest; 
Protestant prisoners, who are only fifteen per cent, of the whole, are 
favoured with two teachers of their denomination, and those ai’c of liigher 
rank. 

But, perhaps, there is a counteracting and compensating power in the 
prison to supply this defect, and to counteract this evil iiiiiuenco. I am, 
sorry, gentlemen, to be obliged to s.a.y, it is (piito the contrary. The person, 
wlio of all the superior ollicer.s ha.s the most immediate and extensive 
influence over loth inferior officers and prisoners is, like the Head School- 
master, a person who abjured Cathfdicity. This is the Chief Warder. It 
i.s true that during tho pa.5t year this officer had been admonished, and 
thereb}’-, I believe, had l)een kept from tampering with tho prisoners. 
Pormerly there was a Homan Catholic Head Warder co-equal and 
co-ordiuate with the present Chief Warder ; but the Protestant Head 
Warder was promoted to the office of Chief Warder and was granted more 
extensive powers, leaving the Homan Catholic Head Warder in a sub- 
ordinate position.* 

I submit to you, gentlemen, respectfully, that the apparent effect of this 
system must ho to retard the reformation of Roman Catholic prisoners, 
if their reformation is to bo carried out through Catholic agency and by 
making them good Catholics. I think I might go farther, and assert that 
the apparent effect of this system must be pernicious to Homan Catholics. 
In proof of this I beg to refer you to iny “journal,” in which I liave noted 
a few of the facts that had fallen under my notice during the past year, 
and which tend, in my opinion, to show that the faith and morals of the 
Homan Catholic prisoners are not safe in the hands of the very officers 
who are charged with their reformation. 

But putting aside external influence on the part of tho officers, I beg to 
suggest that the system must, of necessity, produce an unfavourable and 
an evil influence on the minds of the Homan Catholic prisoners. It will 
create a morbid and vexed state of mind ; and I need not say how difficult 

•* Tiio Roman. Catholic Cliaphvin has been informed that the Chief "Warder was a Protestant 
before entering the convict service, and that no pwBon has ever been unfairly passed over on 
his account.— I. S. "W., P. J. M. 
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reformation becomes tben. They will suspect, uml probably often with- 
out reason, that Protestants are favoured and that they would gain, in a 
temporal point of view, by changing their religion. And in fact, gentlcr 
men, there was a prisoner named P. Pi.., Ileg. Jfo. 7,037, who, hypocritically, 
changed his religion la^tyear, attended tlie ministrations of tho Presbyte- 
rian clergyman, and afterwards avowed, and still avows, that his whole 
object in doing so was to gain a favour that he did not otherwise hope 
to obtain. 

Calmly viewing, then, the state of the prison in all its circumstances, 
the number of Roman Catholic prisoners, eiglity-fivo ]>er cent., the exclu- 
sive appointment of Protestant superior officers, the well-known characters 
of the two head masters j the one over the school, and the other over the 
discipline, and, above ail, viewing the plain solid principles upon which, 
our rules tell us, that the moral improvement of the prisoners is to be 
secured, it is quite clear to me that the working of the prison cannot 
be productive of satisfactory results with its present staff of officers. 

It is painful to me to be obliged to make some of the foregoing 
observations upou individuals from wliom I have always experienced 
courtesy. But you, gentlemen, will understand, that duty, truth, justice, 
and an important public interest, oiight to prevail over all minor 
considerations. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

Michael Cody, Roman Catholic Chaplain. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

The Manse, Great Charlos-street, Dublin, 
January 4th, 1866. 

Gentlemen,— I beg leave to submit the following as my report for the 
period of the past year, during which I have held the office of Presbyteriau 
Chaplain in the Mountjoy Male Convict Prison. 

From the date of my appointment, April 32nd, 1SG5, to the close of tixe 
year, excepting two weeks in July, and one Sabbath in December, I have 
discharged tho duties of the chaplaincy in person. These duties consist 
of a sermon with accompanying devotional services on the Sabbath, ccll- 
to-oell visitation for two or three hours oue day every week, and special 
visits in cases of sickness, &c. 

The general result, 1 am happy to report, is most gratifying. Without 
n.ii exception, the prisoners have given satisfactory evidence of improve- 
ment, both intellectually and morally. In some cases the improvement 
has been very marked. One prisoner is now ablo to give, from memory, 
a report of the Sabbath sermon, embracing, not only the leading divisions, 
tut almost every idea, and in some instances, tho language of several 
sentences. It is his custom during his leisure moments in his cell to 
endeavour to reproduce the sermon by writing it out on a slate. 

On the other baud, I have encountered great dulncss, ignorance, and 
indifference. But even the dullest and most indifferent have, after a 
course of a few months’ attentions, been persuaded of a kindly interest in 
their welfare, and have began to commit texts of Scripture to memory, 
and give proof of a desire to become wiser and better. Whilst availing 
myself of the valuable aid afforded by tho interesting library provided for 
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I'vjdftli A yoiiial Rejxyvt of the Diredors 

the prisouerSj I have never lost sight of the truth that the way of salva- 
tion revealed in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, furnishes 
the only effectual remedy for the souls of men. 

In regard to the effect of the general system of restraint and instruction 
to which the prisoners are subjected, I may be permitted to state, that 
my own impressions of its salutaviness have been confirmed by the vnbin- 
taty testimony of the prisoners themselves. Many of tljem have told mo 
of their felt indebtedness for the educational benefits they had received 
during the term of their imprisonment. 

I would here beg leave to mention, as a tribute both to the memory of 
my predecessor, the late Rev. Wm. Wilson, and the gmtitude of the 
prisoners who had enjoyed his ministry as Chaplain, that when they wero 
informed of bis death they gave vent to their feelings in tears. His 
faithfulness and kindness had subdued the hardest of them, and secured 
their confidence and affection. 

I cannot conclude this report without acknowledging the courtesy and 
kindness with which I liave been treated by all the officers of tlie 
institution. The G-overnor, Physician, Chief Warder, and all the officers 
with whom my duties have brought me in contact, have not only uiaui- 
fested a desire to comply with my req^uests, but have givou evidence of a 
desire to anticipate my wishes. 

I am, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Robert Watts, d.d., Presbyterian Chaplain. 

To tho Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



HEAD SCHOOLMASTER’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Male Prison, 
February 5, I860. 

Gentlemen, — In compliance with your rer|uest, I have the honour to 
submit my eleventh annual report, viz., that for tho year ended De- 
cember 3ist, 1865. 

In looking over the subjoined tabular statement, in. which the progress 
made by the prisoners who passed through this prison on to another cou- 
viet depot during the past year, is set forth, and contrasting this progress 
with that of the previous year, an unfavourable conclusion as to the pre- 
sent efficiency of the school must inevitably follow, unless tlic following 
mrcumstances, over which I had no control, be taken into due consideration. 

dated March 4th, I860, all school business was suspended, 
order, remained suspended until Monday, 
April 3rd, I860, four clear weeks in all, to enable the schoolmasters to 
examine the state of the books lent to prisoners, with a view to remove out 
01 the prison stock such books as were found unfit for re-issue from being 
muon damaged or disfigured. 

■k worthy of note that the books put aside to be condemned 

aa been accumulating since the prison first opened, and, spread over such 
a very lengthened period, the wear, tear, and wilful destruction must have 
^n comparatively very trifling. In the associated division of the prison, 

located since their transfer from 
ir-hUipstown depot upon the breaking up that establishment in 1862, there 
was not lound a book written on, or otherwise damaged. This satisfactory 
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state of the hooks in the cells of the associated prisoners is to he ascribed 
to the fact of their previous excellent training; and it may be safely 
instanced, as a proof, that under an efficient check, such as now exists, no 
danger to the books is to be apprehended from allowing pons and ink to 
each prisoner in his cell. 

The iustrnction of the prisoners in the school commenced, as usual, after 
this interval, except in one particular item, viz., the teaching and practising 
of the art of penmanship — a branch of the school business which remained 
further suspended till the prisoners were fully provided with the necessary 
facilities for carrying on this exercise in the school-room, by the erection 
of new writing-desks, &c., which Laving been completed, became available 
on October 7tb, 1865. During this lengthened interval of more than 
seven months the prisoners had no opportunity of learning to write; 
hence the progress made during the remainder of the year, assuining all 
other things only equal, must be but five-twelfths of that of the previous 
year in this particular branch of education ; and in the case of the other 
branches — viz., reading and arithmetic— the progress made must be only 
eleven-twelfths of that for 1864. This is on the lowest calculation, based 
on the assumption that the progi’ess of each individual prisoner is equal 
in every equal period of his detention in this prison — an assumption which 
is far from being the fact. In previous reports I have directed attention 
to a circumstance which, upon this head, I had found, from actual obser- 
vation, to have existed — viz., that prisoners for the first month, and 
sometimes the first two months, of their imprisonment, make very little 
or no progress in learning, but that after tins period their advancement in 
each successive month may be represented by an increasing geometrical 
progression, and that therefore while it i.s nil in the earlier periods, it 
gradually becomes more and more, until it attains a maximum, in the last 
mouth of their detention. During the month in which all school was 
suspended, the whole of the prisoners then in custody lost, in effect, that 
particular month’s schooling in which the greatest progress is made. 

During the previous ten years the practising of penmanship was carried 
on by the prisoners in their respective cells, whore there was always 
sufficient time available to permit this exercise to take place every day, 
or even oftener, if a prisoner felt so inclined. Since the writing-desks 
have been put up in the school-room, the writing is restricted to three 
days in the week. According to this arrangement, it is easy to see that 
a prisoner’s progress in writing during his eight months’ detention here 
now, may be taken at about half, or perhaps something more than half, 
of what it might be under the former organization. These observations 
apply more particularly to such prisoners as are only beginning to learn. 

Perhaps it is worthy of note that, previous to the change in the organiz- 
ation of the school respecting the teaching of writing, the progress made 
by the prisoners in this branch of their education was pre-eminent. Suc- 
cessive National School Inspectors, officially visiting the school, have 
expressed their astonishment not only at the superior degree of proficiency 
attained by the best writers, but also at the great progress made by 
beginners in an incredibly short period, I have been assured by each of 
these gentlemen respectively that in the whole course of his experience 
lie had never seen anything of the kind in any school — even the very best, 
National or otherwise — to equal it. To get prisoners to write in their 
cells instead of in the school-room was an idea of Sir Walter Crofton, 
C.B., late Ohairman of the Directors of Convict Prisons. 

Less progress appears to have been made in arithmetic also — the pro- 
ficiency in this branch being about equal upon admission, but lower upon 
removal— during the past than in the previous year* 
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Mouswor Tams showing the Progvess of the Prisonerf who passed through Mountjoy 
Convict Male Prison during the Year ending December, 1865. ^ ^ 
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Subjects examined upon ami 
Ui'greo of Profleieucy 
altoincil iu cauli. 



Erading — 

Not able, - 
Badly, - 

Fairly, - 

"Writing — . 

Not able, - 

Badly, - 

Fairly, - 

Arithmetic — 

Unacquainted with any part 
of S. Rules, - . - 

Acquainted with part of S. 
Rules, - 

Acquainted with part of C. 
Rules, - 

Acquainted with Propor- 
tion, &c., 



Per-cciitaecs. 



4G-I 

2C-4 



63-6 

40-6 

6-8 



64-0 
25 '8 
6-9 
3-3 



41 -5 
30 -.5 
28-0 



53-0 

34-0 

UVO 



64-0 

25-0 

5 - 0 

6 - 0 



6'3 
327 
61 -0 



17-3 

28-3 

64-4 



26-4 

42-3 

16'5 

14-8 



130 

3ii'5 



27-0 

42-0 

31-0 



35 Tj 
40-3 
9-0 
15‘0 



Appended to the tabular statement iu my last report, showiim- tlie 
‘i"; >“ 1S64, which is there contrasted with that 

omCo, the following obseiTations appear The foregoing table shews 
that the education ot the prisoners on admission who passed throu'di the 

^ '™tiii| tl,an 

that of the same class belonginn- to the previous year ; but instead of 
showing a reasonably corresponding decline in their profloienoy upon 
remova , it shows quite the contrary, that those who passed throuo-h the 
prison during the past year were upon removal bettor educated thaifthoso 
ot the preceding year-a fact, I respectfully submit, wiiich domonstrates 

an increased ethcicnoy on tue part of the school, at least so far as the 
teaching of those clomentavy brancims.” In the same report I was per- 
mittcd to place on record my hamhle testimony as to tho suitability of 
the then existing orgamsation of tho school. In doing so, I made nse of 
the following emphatic words, to which I most earnestly hut respectfully 
attontion ;_“The school has now attained 
to such a perfect orgameation, with a view to its complete adaptation to 
the peenhar cxigcnoics of this e.stahlislmient, that I would regard any 

ackn^ledfedlSX" rep^Vw^^^^^ 

is dated February l-ith, 1863. The change made in tho%ritin“ tS 
effect in eighteen days afterwards. Had this change not been made so 
promptly by the Directors after the perusal of my itst report it is most 
hkely I would have felt it my duty to submit an humbS,osti“ 
wi ha view to induce a reconsideration of this question; but coming as 

was finSTuTdt^lV^” ^ 

branches 

the privileffe of attendias school • Imf if rinss + • * allowed on special gi-ounda 

0Hl.?speckI pVTOds rwcfter wisc removed on me^dicel or 
via, eisM mcntlis, or prUonersijeharged dirert froS Momiroy*' “™‘ 
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Tlio time at present spent in ■writing, three hali’-lioura in the week, 
had been previously devoted to the teacliiii;^ of rciuliii^- and arithmetic, 
ifcc. The time now available for the teaching of these branches ia leas, 
by that amount, than what had liitiiorto been einploycd for this jmrposc, 
so that a corresponding or proportionate dcclino is the inevitable coji- 
sequence. 

With the exception of these drawbacks, tlicro was no other circuni- 
stanoe connected,, directly or indirectly, with the school calculated to 
retard the progress of the prisoners. On the contrary there existed some 
favourable advantages which, to a very great extent, tended to counteract 
the force of the circumstances which 1 have submitted, as having acted in 
an opposite direction. 

The number of prisoners attending school has been considei*ably less, 
which left a larger amount of individual attention to he given to each 
I>risoner, and hence a much less tax on the instructor’s energies, which 
consequently were less liable to flag in the later portion of his daily 
duties. The conduct of the prisoners in the school-room has been almost 
unexceptionable, and their attention to the teacher’s instructions, with 
hardly any exceptions, has been most satisfactory. lu fact, I have never 
known a year of the past eleven, in which the general conduct of the 
prisoners, and their eagerness to learn, and their anxiety to profit by the 
opportunities afforded them, to have been so very satisfactory. There 
has been no prisoner excluded Irom school, except on the ground of being 
sufficiently educated; and, practically, there have been no reports of 
niiscouduct against prisoners by any of the schoolmaster.^ during the past 
vear. No change has taken place in the teaching ]>owcr of the scliool 
for the last five year.^ which, from the mituro of things, imi.st gnwlnally 
increase, year after year, in proportion to it.s more extended practical 
experience, and, therefore, mast be .somewhat greater during the past 
than in the previous year. 

Bly two assistants have a.ssiduously co-operated with me during the 
past year, both of whom are old and experienced prison schoolmasters, 
the junior assistant Las hccii ton years, and the senior assistant thirteen 
years in the convict^ department. 1 am thoroughly ]ior.snadcd that the 
efficiency of each of them is con.sidciubly greater now than it was in tlio 
earlier^ years of their respective services ; and, therefore, I would not 
think it unreasonable — all other things being etjual — to expect a larger 
amount of work to be done in the school, in each succeeding year, than 
that performed during the year immediately preceding it. 

The school statistics of next year’s report will be more or less affected 
by the suspension of all writing for seven-twelfths of ilie past year, be- 
cause the last jiorfcion of the stream of pri.soners, passing through the 
prison during the period of no writing, will not have left luitiJ the present 
year has considerably advanced. 

I respectfully submit that, taking the foregoing circumstances into duo 
consideration, the progress made by tbo prisoners during the past year 
is conclusive evidence of a still further increased efficiency on the part of 
the school. 

In conclusion, I beg to express tbo many obligations I am under to the 
Governor for his uniform kindness and courtesy, but especially his high- 
minded impartiality. I am indebted to the Chief Warder for his cordial 
co-operation; and I feel thankful to each of the principal Warders for 
their kind and valuable assistance. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 
Edward M'Gaubait, Head Schoolmaster. 

To the Directors of Oouyict Trisous in Ireland. 
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SPIKE ISLAND PRISON. 



The Directors have little to add to the report of last year upon 
the condition of this prison. The Governor, the Medical Officer 
and the Chief Warder, were as zealous as in past years. ' 

The conduct of the suhordinate officers has been generally satis- 
factory. The prison was worked during the year with a consider- 
able number of temporary warders owing to the difficulty of 
prociu-ing persons willing to become warders who were able to 
pass the prescribed examination of the Civil Service Commis 
however, the Directors do not anticipate any 
difficulties upon this point, as the test has been much reduced 
The conduct of the convicts has in general been very good • the 
lU-couducted men being cliiedy confined to a very depraved ’and 
almost irreclaimable class. 

The Chaplains report in a highly satisfactory manner on the 
religious and moral state of the convicts; and the Schoolmasters 
report favoui-ably of the progres,s and attention of the men while 
at instruction. 

Mr-. Harold, the Head Schoolmaster, and his assistants continue 
ment 2®»-lo“sly and efficiently the duties of their depai-t- 

1 if’ Medical Officer, reports favourably on the general 

It nffi® I^Tland; andDr. Travers, tlm Local 

Medical Officer of Fort Carhsle, reports in an equally satisfactoiy 
W!^ upon the health of the prisoners at that station 

Ihe liuilcUugs have been maintained for the most part by con- 
vict labour m good order and repair. 

In the Govjnor’s annexed report the expenses of the prison 
aro ^specified, they are only those of any orcUnaiy and necLsary 

employed as usual upon 
aie woifcs under the Royal Engineer Department ; and upon 
woiks under the same department, the selected class of men have 

Statffiu™al°^^'^ ^“*1 convicts employed at this 

station, aie in general considered to be eligible for the inter- 
mediate prisons of Smithfield or Lusk, to which it may be con- 
sideied a probationarj’- stage. 

emtlnve^lf convicts have been for some years 

employed at Haulbowhne ; hut larger numbers will in future he 
required there owmg to the newly commenced Government dock, 

and n° W^ciate fuUy the system of marks 

imd badges, and are well aware that whether they shall reach the 

SeTetom f or h^ disch4ed on 

expiration of them sentence, depends entirely upon themselves. 



I.. S. Whittt, 



Patrick Joseph Mubeat, / 



\ Directors. 
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GOYEmOKS EEPORT. 

Spike Island Government Prison, January, 1866. 

Gentlemen, — In compliance with your instructions, I have the honour 
to submit my Annual Report on Spike Island Convict Prison for the year 
ended the Slat December, 1865. 

The casualties on the staff were very numerous. Several experienced 
officers were transferred to the Dublin prisons. Six old officers were 
superannuated — four resigned, two were discharged. And of the temporary 
warders — of whom we had a large proportion — some twenty-three left on, 
resignation or dismissal. Altogether the staff has been in an incomplete 
and unsettled state, owing to the difficulty and delay in procuring eligible 
and duly qualified candidates for the service. The conduct of the perma- 
nent portion of the subordinate officers has been generally very satisfac- 
tory, and by their united exertions and diligence the difficulties conse- 
quent on the casualties above referred to have been fairly met and strict 
discipline maintained. 

The duties of the Chief Warder and the Principal Warders, always of 
a responsible nature, were performed with their usual zeal and attention, 
and to my entire satisfaction. 

In so far as has come under my knowledge the prisoners have been 
fairly and justly treated, and tlieir sentences have been duly carried out. 

The labour has been obiefiy of the same nature and character as stated 
in former reports. Tlie only change being the employment of a larger 
number than usual at Haulbowliue Island in preliminary works, such as 
opening a large stone quarry, stone cutting, (kc., preparatory to the com- 
mencement of the new docks. 

At Spike Island and Fort Carlisle the works were carried on under the 
direction of Captain Warren, Royal Engineers. At the latter place very 
good progress appears to have been made with the new batterios, and at 
Spike Island the re-construction of the I'amparta mentioned in my last 
annual report as under consideration, has been commenced, and the work 
15 now in progress. The hours of labour have been precisely the same as 
heretofore, and the prisoners’ earnings credited in accordance with the 
approved i-ates. 

Daily average number employed on works, . . 829 

Total daily average, ...... 901 

The buildings are in fair condition. Some few necessary repairs have 
been provided for in the next estimates. 

No abuses have been reported to me, nor am I aware of any existing. 

The only occurrence during the year requiring special notice is the case 
of a prisoner, who, in the mouth of May last grossly assaulted his warder 
on the works, and disabling him for the time attempted to effect his escape 
by swimming to the mainland. A second warder, who was present, raised 
an alarm, and several boats immediately put out from the pier, and fol- 
lowing the prisoner captured him while in the water ; he was stripped and 
had the warder’s cutlass in his possession. This was the only attempt at 
escape, and the prisoner is now undergoing punishment for the offence. 

The conduct of the prisoners generally has been good, and the offences, 
which averaged 14 per cent, per month, inclusive of those committed by 
the weak-minded and irresponsible prisoners, hpve been chiefly of a minor 
nature a-nd confined to a small proportion of the prisoners. One prisoner 
received corporal punishment for insubordinate conduct. 

The weak-minded, irresponsible, and invalid classes have been separated 
as much as possible from the other prisoners— the Medical Officer giving 

0 
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Spike all necessary directions as to tlioir disposal and treatment, bnt wliether 
Sson. *" '“P* “"‘I®’’ close and special obscrva- 

■ tion, and 1 am liappy to say no casualty occurred among them. 

Gocermr-s As a deterrent punishment the strict discipline and treatment of the 
■ penal class produces Yery satisfactory results, and the uooessary restraint 
under which this class of prisoners are placed, whether in separation or 
association, has a very salutary effect on the prisoners generally, and over- 
awes the evil-disposed from acts of violence, 

Tlie day and evening schools have been conducted with tlio same zeal 
and regularity as usual, and, with very few exceptions, the prisoners have 
been attentiveandorderly. 

The religious instructions have been strictly adhered to, and attended 
witli the usual punctuality on the part of the respective chaplains. 

I am happy to state that the same good feeling exists among the staff 
generally as mentioned in my last report, and I have had the cordial sup- 
port aud co-operatiou of all ranks. 

The Statistical and Expenditure Eeturns are annexed : after 3Ist March, 
1^865, the general payments were transferred from the Governor to the 
Payraaster-Genei'al under tbe new Treasury regulations. 

I hereby certify that the rules laid down for the government of the 
prison have been complied with during the past year, except in such cases 
as have been reported to, or brought under the notice of the luspeetor or 
the Directors. 



I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 



The Direotors of Government Prisons, 
Dublin Castle. 



Peter Hay, Governor. 



Return showing the Crimes of 841 Convicts in Custody oh the 31st December, 
1865. 



Murder, _ _ _ . 

Conspiracy to murder, 

Soliciting to murder, 

Shooting at with iuteut to murder, 
Attempt to discharge a loaded pistol 
with intent to do grievous bodily 
harm, - 

Administering poison, - ' _ 

Manslaughter, - - _ 

Stabbing, cutting, and Avounding, - 

Felonious, malicious, grievous, and 
other assaults, - _ _ 

Eesciie and assault, 

Assault and robbery, 

Assault with intent to rob. 
Feloniously wounding with intent 
to rob and do grievous bodily 
harm, - . _ . 

Sacrilege, - 

Highway robbery, - _ , 

Rape, and rape aud aiding, - 
Feloniously abusing a child, 

Carnally knowing females under 
twelve years of age, 

Abduction, _ . _ 

Bigamy, - 

Arson and attempt at arson, 

Felony, and felony and previous con- 
viction, - 

Eurglory and robbery, and burglary 
and felony, - - . 



19 Burglary, and burglary and previous 
1 conviction, - - - 59 

1 Housebreaking, and housebreaking 

5 and robbery, - - - 35 

Robbery, - - . - 18 

Larceny, and larceny and previous 

1 conviction, - , , 214 

2 Stealing from the person, and steal- 
12 ing from the person and previous 

10 conviction, - _ - 56 

Larceny from the person and stab- 
15 bing, aud former conviction for 
1 felony, - . . - 2 

1 4 Entering adwelling with intent to steal, 2 

6 Being concealed in a house by night 

with intent to steal, - - 2 

Lai'cenj and prison breach, - 1 

3 Receiving stolen goods, - - 26 

8 Forgery, - - - - 6 

14 Uttering forged notes, - - 6 

26 Passing base coin, - - - 1 

1 Having base coin in possession, - 1 

Feloniously having base coin in pos- 

2 session with intent to utter, after 

2 previous conviction, - - 2 

5 Having coining implements in pos- 
34 session, - - , - 1 

Obtaining money under false pre- 
17 fences, - - _ .3 

Felony of post letters and their 
59-1 contents, - - - 5 
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Retuhn showing the Crimes of 841 Convicts in Custoot continued. 



Feloniously stealing a post letter 
containing money, and forging a 
Post office money order, - 
Stealing money out of post letters, 
Stealing bank cheques, tbeproperty 
of the Postmaster-GeneraJ, 

Cattle stealing, 

Cow stealing and malicious assault 
on prosecutor, - _ . 

Killing cattle with intent to steal 
tlie carcases, - _ _ 

Horse stealing, - . « 

Ass stealing and previousconviotion, 
Sheep stealing, and sheep stealing 
and previous conviction, 
Conspiracy to cheat and defraud 
by ili-practices in playing with 
cards, - 



Feloniously demanding money and 
having a stolen gun in possession. 
Stealing arms in a dwelling, and 
putting inmates in fear, - 
Writing, and writing and sending 
tlireatening letters, 

Sending threatening notice, 
Whiteboy offence, - - - 

Ribbonism, - 

Returning from transportation be- 
fore expiration of sentence. 
Bestiality, - - - « 

Malicious injury to machinery. 
Perjury, - 
Military offences, - 



Spike 
Island 
Prison. 

I 

Governor's 
1 J^eport. 

6 

1 
4 

2 

1 

8 

2 

i 

33 



Total, 



- 841 



Return showing the Number of Convicts in Custody, committed and disposed 
of, during the Year ended 31st December, 1865. 



committed 
1st January, 1865i- 
In custody, - 

Committed from 

Mountjoy Prison, 



Total, - 



1,172 



HOW DISPOSED OP. 

31st December, 1365 

Remaining in custody, - - 841 

Removed during the yeax- — 

To Smithfield Prison, - - 209 

„ Mountjoy „ - - 19 

Discharged on commutation of 
sentence, - . - 3 

Discharged on comfiletion of 
sentence, - . - 40 

Released on Orders of Licence. 50 
Died, - - . 10 

Total, - 1,172 



Retujik stoiving the SEHTEuoisa and Ages on Conviction of 841 Conviots in 
Custody on the 31st December, 1865. 



SENTENCES. 

Three Years’ Penal Servitude, 
Four 
Five * 

Si.T 
Seven 
Eight 
Nine 
Ten 

Twelve ,, 

Fourteen,, 

Fifteen 
Twenty ,, 

Twenty-five 
Life, 



- 91 

- 94 

- 195 

- 56 

- 148 

- 18 
• 8 
- 120 

- I 

- 34 

- 7 

- 5 

- 1 
- 35 



SENTENCES. 

Fourteen Years’ Transportation^ 
Fifteen ,, ,, 

Life, - . - 



Total, 



„ , Ages on Conviction. 

Under Twenty Years, . 

Twenty and under Twenty-five, - 
Twenty-five and under Thirty, - 
Thirty and under Thirty-five, 

Thirty-five and under Forty, 

Forty and under Fifty, - - - 

Fifty and under Sixty, ... 
Sixty and xmder Seventy, 

Seventy and under Eighty, .. 

Total, ... 



126 

269 

186 

111 

56 

47 

34 

10 

2 

841 

c2 
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Abstr-ict AoconuT showing the Estimated Vaiot of the Pkoductive Labodr 
of the Prisoners, and the NmiBEit EMpioriSD, during the year ended Slst 
December, 1865. = j 



How EmploycMl. 



DiilyAverago 
Numbbr Em- 
ployed for 
303 days. 



PRISON 'WORKS. 

Tailors, - - . 

ShoeiRiikers, - 
Smiths and Nailers, - 

Do. beginners, 

Carjienters, - 

Do. beginners, 

Painters, - 

EepairingBeds, Prisoners’ Socks, &c., 
Tinsmiths and Coopers, 

Labourers in Prison Garden and on 
Prison Works generally, - 
Washing in Laundry, 

Bakers, - 

Cooks, - 

Fatigue work, Cleaning, Messing, &c., 
Boatmen, - - - . 

Picking Oakum (on -wet days, &c.), 
Do. (^valids), - 

ROYAL ENGINEER WORKS. 

Carpenters and Sawyers, 

Do. beginners, 

Smiths, - - , . 

Do. beginners, - 
Masons and Stonecutters, 

Do. beginners. 

Labourers, Quarrymen, &c., - 

WAR DEPARTMENT (haULBOWLINe). 
Labourers, - 

NAVAL DEPARTMENT (haDLBOW- 
line). 

Stone-cutters, 

Labourers, _ _ _ _ 

Picking Oakum (on wet days, &c.1 
Do. (Invalids), - 



Total, 



Estimated Value 
of Work p or 
furmod. 



£ s. d. 
641 15 0 
339 16 0 
45 6 0 
00 8 0 
37 15 0 
22 13 0 
75 10 0 
105 14 0 
60 8 0 



679 10 
362 8 
271 16 
90 12 
558 U 
317 2 
41 10 
5 0 



Total. 



551 



151 0 0 

90 12 0 
181 4 0 

120 16 0 
679 10 0 
1,057 0 0 
7,323 10 0 



4.5 6 0 
573 16 0 
117 0 6 
12 11 8 



Daily Average Number employed, 

»> 9, not RTTmlf 

and at School), - 

Total Daily Average, 



9,603 12 0 
317 2 0 



14,385 5 4 



employed, - . _ . 

not employed (in Cells, in Hospital, 



829 

72 

901 



SiATEMBBT of the E™, TUBE Of SpiKE IsEABD Pb.sob fop the year ended 
3 1st December, 1865. 

Head of Seirice. 



Salaries of Principal Officers and Clerks, - 
Wages of Si^rdinate Officers and Servants, 
Bations for Officers and allowances in lieu thereof 
Uuiiorms for Officers and Servants, • 

Victualling prisoners, - . 

Clothing, &c., for prisoners, ., . ] 



Amount 
£ s. d. 
2,024 10 0 
4,870 u n 
601 0 3 
78 16 10 
6,661 3 If) 
635 17 10 
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Statement of the Prison Expenditure — continued. 

Hoad of Serrico. Amount. 



Bedding for prisoners, - . - 






£ 

10 


s. 

U 


d. 

7 


Medicines, surgical instruments, &c., 


- 


- 


78 


6 


8 


Medical comforts (extras for the sick), 


. 


- 


28 


14 


11 


Clothing and travelling expenses of prisoners 
liberation, ----- 


on 


their 


115 


16 


2 


Gratuities to convicts, &c., - - - 


_ 




330 


7 


4 


Furniture and fittings, - - _ 


_ 




39 


16 


7 


Kitchen utensils, crockery, cutlery, &c., 


. 


- 


21 


15 


11 


Fuel and light, _ - - . 


_ 


_ 


947 


15 


6 


Ordinary repairs (buildings), 


. 


. 


187 


11 


Wasliing and repairs of linen, 




_ 


132 


J 


to 


Soap, scouring and cleaning articles. 


- 


. 


48 


6 


u 


BrusIiGs, brooms, and mops, 


- 


- 


29 


6 


0 


Funeral expenses, imiuests, &c., 






{) 


10 


6 


Various small disbursements, 


. 




189 


11 


0 


Rent, rates, and taxes, ' - 


- 


- 


100 


0 


0 


Total payments, 


- 


£16,132 


7 


6 



MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. 



Spike Island Convict Prison, 
30tli .Tanuary, 1866. 

Gentlemen, — I beg leave to submit my report on the sanitary state of 
Spike Island Prison for tbo year 1865. 

Subjoined is a general statement of the numbers treated in hospital 
during the year : — 

Table No. I. 

Number of sick remaining in hospital on the 1st of January, 1865, 
from the preceding year, ------ 5 

Number admitted since, to the 3 1 st December inclusive, - - 235 

Total under treatment during the year, - - - -~ 2 W 

Of these there were discharged from hospital, - - - -219 

Died, - - - - - - _ _ -10 

Remaining in hospital on the 1st January, 186G, - - - 11 

Total, - - - 240 



The following table specifies the diseases with which the patients 
admitted during the year wereaflbeted; — 

Table No. 2. 



Mild fever, - 
Headaclie, “violent,” 
Epilepsy, 

Paraplegia, or paralysis, 
Catarrh, 

Laryngitis, - 
Tonsilitis, - 
Asthma, 

Bronchitis, - 

Pneumonia, 

Haemoptysis, 

Phthisis. 

Heart disease, 

Angina Pe9toris, - 
Colic, 

Enteritis, - 
Constipation, 

Diarrhrea, - 
Anasarca, 

Toothache, - 
Debility, 

Wounds or contusions, 



- 30 

- 6 

- 4 

- 1 
- 12 
- 1 
- 2 

1 

- 16 
- 12 

- 7 

- 11 

1 

- 1 
- 6 
- 1 
- 18 

- 7 
• 2 

- 1 

- 9 

- 19 



Erysipelas, - 
Oplitbalmia, 

Fractures, “simple,” 
Fractures, “comminuted,” 
Paronycliia, or whitlow, 
Phlegmon, - 
Scrofula, - - 

Scalds, 

Abscesses, - 
Ulcers, 

Hip disease. 

Hydrocele, - 
Paraphimosis, 

Orchitis, 

Piles, 

Rheumatism, 

Lumbago, - 
Stricture, - 
Skin disease, 



Total, » « » 



2 

9 

3 

2 

2 

1 

6 

1 

16 

5 

1 

I 

1 

2 

1 

11 

2 
1 
1 



- 235 
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The subjoined table shows the ages, dates of conviction, of committal to 
bpike Island Prison, of admission to hospital, and of death, the leno-th of 
time spent m hospital, and the diseases of the patients that died during 
the year: — . ® 

Table ITo. 3. 



Number 

on the 
Register. 


Initials 

of 

Namo. 


Age. 


Bato 

of 

ConTictioc. 


Bate of 
RocoptioB 
at 

Spike Island. 


12,324 


T. B. 


62 


1863. 
lOtb Oct. 


1864. 

29th July. 


12,188 


J. B. 


39 


1863. 

10th April 


1864. 

27th Jan. 


12,341 


T. D. 


37 


1863. 
I6th Oct. 


1864. 

29th July. 


12,475 


J. S. 


42 


1864. 

1 2th April. 


1864. 
23rd Dec. 


12,355 


P.AY. 


22 


1863, 
24th Oct. 


1864. 
1st Aug. 


11,989 


A. F. 


40 


1862. 
nth Oct. 


1863. 

24th July. 2 


12,498 


T. S. 


20 


1664. 

lull April. 


1664. 
24th Dec. 


12,564 


J. H. 


67 


1864. 

30th June. 


1665. 

lOtb July. 


11,605 


M. R. 


33 


1861. 
11th Mar. 


1862. 

21st July, a 


11,676 


T. C. 


23 


1861. 
5th Nov. 


1862. 

22nd Oct. 2 



Bato of 
Admission to 
Hospital. 



1865. 
3rd Jan. 

186S. 
7th Mar. 

1S65. 
24th Mar. 

1865. 
23rd May. 

1865. 
15th May. 

1866. 
3rd June 

1865. 
6th June. 

1865. 

4 th July, 
1865. 



1865. 
8th Jan. 

1865. 

[8th March. 

1866. 
16th May. 

1865. 

30th May. 

1865. 
4th June. 

1865. 
12th July. 
186.5. 

16tli July. 

1 86.5. 
17tli July. 
1865, 

26th Aug. 

1865. 
23rd Sept. 



Acute Bronchitis, 
supervening on 
chronic. 

Congestive Pneti- 
monia,bothlung3 
affected. 

Chronic bronchitis. 

Acute broncliitis. 

Phthisis and dia- 
betes. 

Phthisis. 

Phthisis. 

Aged debility. 

Paraplegia, there- 
fiult of abscess of 
the brain. 
Gangrene of lung, 
following on 
pneumonia. 



Eeceived from Mountjoj Prison during the year, T I ®95 

Total, _ _ . _ 



HemoTed during the year to other prisons, 
discharged unconditionally or on licence 
Died, - - . . ’ 



- 1,172 

- 228 

93 

10 



OOi 

EemainingontheSletDeoemher, 1865. inclusive of Port Carlisle 

Daily aWage of sick treated, 1864, . . 28- 

Jiumbe? of prisoners that receded trea/meot ^rJ puu'ishmen't 

Admitted to hospital from Carlisle Port'during'theyei, I ^5 

_ Calling your attention to the foregoing tables and returns I feel pleasure 

dVbe the‘‘LstV^”V’T’ sanitary condition of the prisoners 

dunng the past year has been as satisfactory as in previous rears 

Although the number of patients treated in hospital was^greater thap 
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in the year 1864, it would appear that there has been no increase in the 
daily average, showing that the admissions though more numerous were 
not of a character requiring long detention in hospital. 

Ten deaths occurred during the year, a mortality somewhat in excess 
of last year j the fatal cases being amongst the aged and invalids with 
weak constitutions labouring under consumption. In two instances the 
patients had been returned convicts, and all had undergone lengthened 
periods of confinement in county or city prisons. 

It will be seen by the annexed tables, that the diseases, from which the 
patients in general suffered, were of the character ordinarily observed here. 
The cases of bronchitis, pneumonia, and other affections of the lungs, 
were, owing to the severity of the winter, serious, and in some instances 
fatal. 

The ophthalmia was principally confined to the superficial structures of 
the eye. In a single instance, a scrofulous subject, opacity of the cornea 
and consequent loss of vision of one eye has followed. 

No disease of a contagious or epidemic nature appeared within the 
prison, although measles and scarlatina were prevalent amongst the popu- 
lation outside. 

The casualties were few, hut in many instances serious. Two cases of 
compound comminuted fractures are recorded, in both of which, viz., a 
fore-finger and leg, it was considered absolutely necessary to resort to 
amputation iu order to save life. Pull particulars of both accidents have 
been forwarded. 

The health of the subordinate officers has been good; twenty-three 
received treatment in hospital and five in their own quarters. 

I beg to thank you very much for your prompt attention to my request 
for increased accommodation iu the hospital, and I would now earnestly 
suggest tliat some alteration should be made therein, so as to afford, if 
possible, the convenience and great advantage of a water-closet, which is 
so absolutely required iu such an institution. 

In conclusion I consider it right to acknowledge and report to you, that 
Mr. O’Connell, the hospital assistant, continues to discharge the duties 
intrusted to him with untiring zeal, fidelity, and intelligence. 

I have the honour to be, Oentlemen, your obedient servant, 

J. H. Kelly, Medical Superintendent. 

The Directors of Convict 
Prisons. 



PKOTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S KEPOKT. 

Spike Island Q-overument Prison, 

' January 9, 1866. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to present my report for the year 
ending 31st December, 1865. Within that period I performed divine 
service on 54 occasions, Lord’s Supper administered 4, prisoners catechised, 
91; visited cells, 30; also prison school. 

The conduct of the prisouers under my charge, throughout the year, has 
been very satisfactory. They always appeared attentive and orderly at 
divine service on Sunday, and on lecture days seemed desirous to profit 
from whatever instruction I was enabled to impart during the time set 
apart for that purpose ; singing at divine service is still continued by the 
men, who prepare for it whenever they have an opportunity, and the 
Lord’s Supper devoutly and reverently partaken of by those who remained 
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Twelfth Annual Report of the Directors 

ID for its celebration. I am thankful to say I had not many visits to pay 
to the cells as the men confined there were few, and but for trivial offences. 
Having nothing of moment to communicate further tlian to observe that 
the duties throughout the year were regularly performed. — 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 

Joseph G. Bohohiee, Protestant Chaplain. 

The Directors of Government Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Spike Island, January 10, 1866. 

Gentlemen, — I beg leave to furnish you with niy report for the year 
ending 31st December, I860, which is my seventeenth annual report as 
the Roman Catholic Chaplain of this prison. 

I feel much pleasure in being able to report that the religious and moral 
condition of the Roman. Catholic prisoners confined here w.as very satis- 
factory during the year. I found the great majority of them always 
anxious to receive my instructions and ministrations, and their demeanor 
in the chapel on Sundays and at morning prayer on week clays was 
invariably reverential and attentive. There was no complaint in that 
respect during the year. 

In consequence of the long and severe illness of the Assistant Roman 
Catholic Chaplain, the late Rev. 0. Tuomy (whose loss was deeply regretted 
by the prisoners and by the whole prison staff), the entire of the duties 
devolved upon myself for the greater part of tho year. Noverthcleas I 
endeavoured to omit none of tho usual and prescribed duties, all of which 
were duly performed exactly as during the preceding years. Ample 
opportunities were afforded to the Roman Catholic officers and prisoners 
for complying with their religious obligations, and I am happy to say 
that those opportunities were fully availed of. The great body of the 
Roman Catholic prisoners received the sacraments of Penance and the 
Holy Communion, not only at Easter and Christmas, but also frequently 
during the year. And what afforded still additional cause for satisfaction 
and thankfulness, was the fact, that out of the large number of Roman 
Catholic prisoners here not more than twenty neglected to comply with 
the prescribed penitential practices, and to receive the Holy Sacraments, 
in order to obtain the spiritual graces and benefits of the general jubilee 
which was afforded by the Church to the Catholic people during the last 
year — all which clearly shows, as regards tho Roman Catholic prisoners, 
that however far they may have strayed from the paths of rectitude by 
the temptations of the world, their hearts are still open to the influences 
of religion, and when once its saving grace takes hold on their souls, there 
is no spiritual reformation or moral good which we may not hope for 
them. I am therefore convinced that the peace, order, and general sub- 
mission to discipline and labour manifested by the prisoners during the 
last year, was in. no small degree attributable to the influences of religion 
upon them. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 

T. F, Lyons, Roman Catholic Chaplain, 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 
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ASSISTANT KOJIAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S RBPOET. Smh* 

Island 

Spike Island, January, 1866. Prison. 

Gentlemen, — In accordance with your instructions, I beg to submit to Assistant 
you this my first annual report since niy appointment to the Assistant 
Roman Catholic Chaplaincy of this prison, and in doing so I may remark Chaphnn's 
that, although connected with the establishment only for the last six-ff«poj?. 
months, yet owing to my holding the Roman Catholic Chaplaincy of the 
Cork County and City Gaols for over two years, and thus having an inti- 
mate knowledge of prison life, I can on that account fully appreciate the 
working of the entire prison machinery in Spike Island. The rules and 
regulations for the order and well-being of the establishment are in every 
way calculated to have the desired effect; but to arrive at this happy 
result, great prudence and discretion are absolutely necessary. I am 
happy to report that the officers of the prison, with a few exceptions, have 
carried out those rules prudently and wisely. I cannot speak too highly 
of the superior officers of the establishment, particularly of the Governor, 

Mr. Hay, whose singular aptitude for the duties of bis office has tended in 
a great measure to bring about the efficient state of things that exists in 
the prison. ^ The religious exercises of the prisoners have been attended 
to, and carried out punctually and strictly, by the Rev. Mr. Lyons an<l 
myself — morning prayer, giving religious instructions in the chapel, 

Rearing confessions, celebrating the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, and 
preaching on Sundays and holydays. The other duties of our office, 
visiting the hospital and attending to the spiritual wants of the sick there* 
visiting the cells and giving suitable advice to those confined in them* 
visiting the school and seeing the classes examineil, «l»c., I have discharged 
to the best of my ability. It was gratifying to see how attentive the 
hospital officers wore to the comforts of the sick, particularly Mr. O’Con- 
nell, the resident apothecary, whose kind manner makes him a very suit- 
able person for such a situation. In the school which I daily visited I 
observed the closest attention paid to their duties by the resident teachers 
Messrs. M'Cartan and Ryan. The prisoners appear anxious to improve 
themselves ; and it must be gratifying to the teachers to see their etriu ts 
thus rewarded by a corresponding exertion on the part of those under 
their tuition. Order and regularity also prevail in the other departments 
of the prison, so that there is nothing in those calling for special notice 
from me. 

I have the honour to be, Geutlemen, your obedient servant, 

John A. Barry, Assistant Roman Catholic Chaplain. 

To the Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Preshj^ 

erian 

Spike Island, 9tli January, 1866. 

Gentlimen, — I beg leave to lay before you my report for the year 
186J. 

No new feature has presented itself in the even tenor of my duties 
during the bygone year. I Lave conducted divine service, and given 
religious instruction, at Carlisle Port and at Spike Island as before; and 
the attention and demeanor of the prisoners has been quite satisfactory. 

It is well known that this outward demeanor is often a very fallacious 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Spiic^ 

ISMNp 

Prison. 

Presby~ 

terian 

Chaplain'^ 

Report. 



Medical 

Officer’s 

Report. 



Protestant 

Chaplain's 

Report. 



42 Twelfth A nnual Report of the Divectora 

criterion, especially among men circumstanced as these prisoners are. 
But I have seen no reason to be disappointed in the one or two cases in 
which I hoped that the word of God, blessed by Ilis Spirit, has reached 
the heart, and was reforming the character ; nor in the general trust that 
that word was doing good among them. 

_ I have regularly visited those who >vere confined in cells, and those 
sick in hospital. 

I beg to bring under your notice the fact that the prisoners who are 
working at Kaulbowline Island are thereby precluded from attending on 
religious instruction on the week days, and to suggest that some arrange- 
ment might be made to enable them to join the others at Spike Island on 
the days of lecture. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Wm. J. Eeetland, LL.B., Presbyterian Chaplain, 

To the Directors of Government Prisons, 

Ireland. 



MEDICAL OPPIOEB’S E.EP0UT— PORT CARLISLE. 



Parsid Villa, 10th January, 1866. 

Gentlemen,— As the natural result of admirable discipline ; excellent 
ventilation ; wholesome food ; cleaniiuess and active employment; the 
prisoners at Carlisle Port continued to enjoy a remarkable freedom from 
disease during the past year. 

All urgent cases were attended without delay, and night visits were 
frequently made when recpiired. 

duties have considerably increased with tl.o larfre accession of 
convicts wbioh bas been placed on the works ; largo numbers presenting 
ttiemselves at each of my visits, for medical adtice and medicine, fo? 
which they seem to have a peculiar relish. 

f t*’® prisoners have been uniformly civil 

L Zrlns “ during my interviews with them. 

aastosTire rr ^ '"f ^ received most valuable 

Cam^ll Performance of my duty, from your excellent officer, Mr. 



I bare the honour to be. Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

Bobekt Boyle Travees, m.e.o.s.e., &o., 
Medical Officer, Carlisle Port, Convict Prison. 
To the Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



PROTESTAHT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT — POET CARLISLE. 

„ ^ J'°rt Carlisle, December 31, 18C5. 

of?h?mronlrp,.rff’‘°rt''"*r‘''" tatisfaetory report 

througtut lord's D.a/with one exception 

dhe demeanor of the prisoners was orderly and attentive. 
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I hare to add that I experienced from Mr. Campbell and the other prison Spike 
officers the utmost respect and attention. lor .wr. 

I have the honour to be, Centlemcn, your obedient humble servant, 

Francis Shortt, Protestant Chaplain. 

To the Directors of 
Government Prisons. 



ROMAK CATHOLIC CHAPLAINS REPORT— FORT CARLISLE. 

Aghiida, January, 1866. 

Gentlemen, — In compliance with your re(iuest I forward my report for 
186e5 on the convict station at Carlisle Fort. 

The usual duties of Roman Catholic Chaplains have been performed 
there for the year. On every Sunday and holyday of our Church Mass 
lias been celebrated at the Fort. By me and my two reverend assistants 
arrangements have been made to visit there another day in the week for 
the purpose of giving spiritual advice and instruction, and to afford those 
who would desire it, an oppoi-tunity of going to confession. I am enabled 
to say that on the occasion of every visit a considerable number of the 
convicts have availed themselves of this opportunity, and that most of 
them, if not all, have prepared themselves to receive the sacraments of 
Penance and the Holy Eucharist in the course of the year, some more 
frequently, and others less often. In this matter all, of course, is left to 
conviction and the influence of God’s grace, while on every occasion holy 
and encouraging advice is imparted. 

As this is an intermediate station destined for convicts of good conduct 
and who are on the way to a speedy liberation, it is but natural to expect 
from them a due submission to rule, an attention to religious instruction, 
and a resignation and cheerfulness at the works where they are employed. 
As far as my experience of them goes I think that such is fortunately the 
case. I have the satisfaction to be able to say, as on former occasions, 
that every facility has been afforded us for the performance of our duties 
and that from Mr. Campbell, and from all others with whom we officially 
come in contact at the Fort we have always experienced courtesy and 
attention. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Rigiiard Smiddt, Roman Catholic Chaplain. 

To the Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



HEAD SCHOOLMASTER’S REPORT. 

Fort Carlisle, January 12, 1860. 

Gentlemen, — Tour order calls forth my eleventh annual report. I 
have little to state, as it would be a loss of time to be rehearsing that 
with which you are already familiar. Having nearly 200 men in Fort 
Carlisle, I could devote but little time to teaching in Spike Island during 
the year ; but I frequeutly visited and examined the schools there, and 
the very laudable improvement in the several classes during this year was 
more forcibly impressed on my mind than in former years, because the 
periods that elapsed between my visits were shorter formerly than 
recently, and the gradual progress was not then so apparent, though per- 
haps quite as much as now. It is almost superfluous to express my 
approbation of the indefatigable and energetic discharge of their onerous 
duties by Messrs. M'Cartan and Ryan, the teachers in Spike Island, as I 
I hare done so in every former report. It is a pleasing duty to have to 
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report that they and I liave worked together for the last ten years ; that 
during that long period the slightest disagreement has not occurred 
between us, but, on the contrary, the greatest unanimity and harmony 
have prevailed. This unity of intention and action affords'a good example 
to those whom we are instructing (who aro very observant), and increases 
the efficiency of the “ teaching power,” as there is no cold reserve, no 
formal clinging to the mere programme of duties pointed out; for though 
each has certain duties to perform, he does not confine hijiiself to these 
but affords assistance to the other, when he can, and when it is needed. ' 

The teachers’ reports of the schools in Spiko Island will afford the 
necessary information. ^ I will briefly state a few particulars respectino- 
the school in Fort Gailisle, with the statistics of the schools in general. ° 

Fort Carlisle convict school consists of two parts, nearly equal in num- 
bers, the one attending hy day, the other attending by night. The day 
scholars (by your order) are divided into two sections. Tlie less educated 

viz., first, second, and Sequel school clas.ses — receive instructions for 
three mornings in the week, from nine to a quarter to twei vo o’clock ; the 
other, or more improved seetion_viz.,tliird, fourth, and fifth school classes 
—receive one morning’s instruotiou in the week, from nine to a quarter 
to twelve o’clock. The night scholars receive nearly two hours’ instruc- 
tion every evening in the week, except Sunday. 

This arrangement is in keeping with the original order of “the 
Directors” in January, 1S58. At that time I wrote out programmes of 
proncieucy to be attained by tlie respective classes before removal to 
higher ; this became necessary for the following reasons— that the bene- 
ficent intentions of the Directors in allowing tiiree half days’ instruction 
•weekly to the very deficient portion of the convicts should be fully com- 
plied with j that these intentions should not be abused by extending this 
time beyond a reasonable period, and thereby causing a loss to tbe public 
works ; that imposition might be effectually preventod-for, strange as it 
may appear, many have applied to be relieved from attendance for three 
half days, thinking one halfday preferable ; these arc parties desirous to 
obtain some place, or “tack,” as they call it, wliich would require their 
constant attendance, or anxious to be put to some trade, to which three 
^ekly attendances at school (it would appear) oppose some barrier. 
When such a case occurs, the applicant for removal strives to persuade 
his teacher that he has improved so much that he is eligible to a higher 
class, and needs but one half day in the week, but when examined accord- 
ing to the programme, he fails, and cannot therefore complaiu of the 
teachers non-concession. 

In Fort Carlisle school, in the course of the year, after being examined 
on the programme and found equal to it, 143 have been removed to higher 
reading classes— not mentioning the promotions in arithmetic, writing, 

cio,,™ of t'f ^ year, and fully proves the effl- 

cieucy of the schools. Carlisle school is not to get credit for all this; 

Tsi 7 tigher classes when removed from Spike 

“t rt “ increased the numbers on the 

too 1 ’’ +1 changed from three attendances 

to one m the week. At the beginning of the year there were fifty-four 

fiv 1 fit 1 i ‘li«e are only twenty- 

‘ .forty out of uinety-threo advanced men 

o‘-l>isliertbook of the series, 
the f ? .w “"fy-fo” of the first-conduct class attending 

O '‘r “ ’tdvanoed men arriving at 

“s®dvolM” tt r fo of others not as yet 

shot, ‘^'*y/o>‘0“'- This is an important fact, atd 

like the q' f^ticement in good conduct and progress in education are, 
like the Siamese twins, inseparaole. Out of 223, the gross number on 
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Carlisle scliooUbooks, twelve were acut to Spike Island as boatmen, two 
as forgemeu, three to infirmary, and nineteen for slight offences. Only 
one of tliese nineteen offenders belonged to the fiftli or highest school class. 
The offences of the lower classes are to those of the higlicst as 5*07 to 1, 
or more than five times as many — another proof that education rightly 
directed exercises a strong moral and Christian influence in the reforma- 
tion of the inmates of the “convict prisons.” 

The peculiarity of my position afibrds me opportunities which others 
have not, of viewing the convict under his different phases. I visit Spike 
Island, I see him at liis reception, and frequently after, before he comes 
under my own immediate. tuUiov^ and I can truly say th.it the salutary 
change wliich has been eftccted in his person, manner, conduct, and entire 
character, by religious miuistrations, by teaching, training, working, and 
wholesome discipline, from his entrance to Spike Island until his removal 
hence, is very great. 

The lessons taught in our schools are judiciously exj»lained, and the 
motives, incidents, characters, and personifications therein narrated are 
approved or censured according to their merits or demerits. In many of 
these dissertations the convict beholds the reflex of his own conduct, and 
silently ponders it. I think I may fairly claim, on the part of the schools, 
a share in this salutary change which I have described. 

Christian motives being more efficacious than all others in effecting the 
removal of the “ old man of sin” and in putting on the “new man” of 
grace, I cheerfully embi-ace the opportunity afforded me of inculcating 
these motives— so far as a layman is privileged, though not a specified 
part of my duty— by reciting morning prayer, ami reading a chapter 
every morning from an authorized pious book, for the Eomaii Catholic 
prisoners, who are 102 out of 187. I trust this feeUe cflbrt of mine is 
aneiilary^ to tlie rev. cliaplam’s .mhlime ministrations, which are producintr 
good fruit, as niany of the prisoners hero are, in my opinion, sincere, good 
Christians, and if there are others who are not, it is consoling that the 
fault lies with themselves. ° 



The holding of the night sehoola in the dormitories botii in Spike 
island and (oarlisle is a great drawback to tlieir efficiency, because there 
cannot he proper arrangements made for instructing from desks, maps 
black boards, and diagrams, which tvould all require fixed places. The 
night tochiug with artificial light for so many years, as it has been con- 
tinued m Spike Islaud and here, is undoubtedly more impairing to the 
faoii ties, especially the sight, of tho teachers, than any amount of day 
teaching. A dormitory is not a pleasant or wholesome school-room 
neither is it pleasijnt to ho locked into it every evening for two hours 
after the work ol the day. To this subject I have never before alluded 
neither do I now oomplaiii of it, because I know that the oircninstances 
ot the prison afford no remedy. 

Being kept so constantly to out-door labour during the squally, broken 
days of winter m this elevated and exposed place, the convict’s life is 
very trying, and he requires much patience to maintain equanimity. 
Often chill and tired, with bleeding hands, from handling wet brick and 
mortar, he has to attend the night school, when rest would be more 
acceptable ; yet there is no murmuring— all cheerfully attend to their 
studies and lessons. The quiet of the school was only interrupted in one 
solitary instance during the year. . r ^ 

In the course of my instructions I take opportmiities of advising tho 
adoption ot mdustrious pursuits and temperate habits in future life • and 
the earnest desire which prevails to learn trades, or obtain a knowledge 
ot some business m life, by which to secure maintenance hereafter, is 
proof of a good intention. I take a special interest in tlie prisoners’ pro- 
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gress in skilled labour, and I frequently visit the parties employed in 
building batteries, I have been agreeably surprised at the greot skill 
and ability which men very lately put to trades exliibit, and at their zeal 
for the workmanlike and tasteful finish of the sevei-al parts allotted to 
them by their able, persuasive, and painstaking instructor, Mr. Gallaher. 
It is somewhat mystical that men can be brought to take such an interest 
in securing prisons and making fortifications for their own incarceration • 
but there is in every man who is not wicked an innate divine principle 
which makes him wish the work of his hand good and approved. There 
is also a sincere desire to excel in the different trades, in order to obtain 
by them future support. In the present state of the labour market such 
discharged convicts need not urge want as the cause of their return to 
prison, were the existing prejudices against them removed ; but except in 
Dublin and its vicinity, where Mr. Organ lias wiped them away, these 
prejudices are inveterate. Instances have come under ny own observation 
of feeling appeals made by discharged convicts to obtain employment, 
which were instantly repelled by persons noted for benevolence to oilie'-s 
in distress, dreading the slightest contact, as if contagious. I am not sur- 
prised that some, who are destitute of friends or other aid, are not proof 
against the consequent privations they must suffer, and become unwilling 
outlaws on the wild commons of misfortune, misery, and crime. 

I take the liberty of e.xpressing my obligations to my superiors in office 
tor the attention they have paid to the schools during the year. Mr. 
Oampbell, the principal warder in Port Carlisle, has afforded me every 
facility within his province for the discharge of my duties. Justice and 
strictness, tempered with humanity, are the prominent features of his 
management of this branch of the convict establishment. The warders 
here are also very efficient officers ; they have done their duties in the 
sciiool duriDg the year in a satisfactory manner. 

The state of the schools in Spike Island and Port Carlisle on the 30th 

or )pf»Aniho»» IRR/I Jo J i.1. _ f.n. ■ . ei 













Classes. 


Spiko Island. 


Fort Carlislo. 




Day School. 


DjzB Prisons. 


Day and 
Night. 


Total. 


Reading — 

First Book, - - _ 

Second Book, - 

Sequel Book, - 

Third Book, ... 

Fourth and Fifth Books, 


16 

56 

66 

136 

126 


15 

17 

28 

147 


5 

12 

29 

42 

99 


21 

85 

114 

206 

374 


Total, - 


406 


207 


187 


800 


Writing 

Unable to write, - 
Large hand, - 

Small hand, * - . 


23 

39 

344 


3 

204 


13 

174 


23 

55 

722 


Total, 


406 


207 


187 


800 


Arithmetic 

Making figures, - 
Simple rules, - 

Compound rules, - - _ 

Proportion, and above, - 


250 

51 

105 


72 

22 

113 


91 

27 

69 


413 
100 . 
287 


Total, * - _ : 


406 j 


2d7 


187 


sdo 
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Prom these tables the following information may be gatherod : Srmis 

1st. The sum of the attendances at the three schools on the 30th of Pmson. 

December, 1865, was 800. 

2nd. All of these except twenty-one can read, and 580, the third, fourth, S; 
and fifth classes, can read well. master's 

3rd. All except twenty-three can write j 777 write small hand. lieport. 

4th. All know some arithmetic j 387 are learning compound rules, 
proportion, and above. 

All have some knowledge of geography —all except twenty-one have a 
fair knowledge of it — and are not deficient in general information. The 
twenty-one in the lowest class are old Tueu with impaired faculties and 
young men of weak intellects, incapable of making any visible improve- 
ment. 

I believe this report is correct in every essential particular. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 



To the Directors of Convict Prisons, 
Dublin Castle. 



Michael Harolp. 



ASSISTANT-SCHOOLMASTERS’ REPORTS, 

Spike Island Convict Prison, 
January 8, 1866. 

Sib,— I n accordance with your instructions, I submit to you a report 
of the school under my charge, together with the statistics for tho year 
eudiug the 31st December, 1865. ^ 

^ 2oing so I may remark that there is no new feature worthy of notice 
to be observed m the course of instruction pursued, or iii the general 
management of the school from that of former years. The time allowed 
lor the men at school continues the same ; those in the 3rd and dth 
classes are divided into six sections, each of which attends school one 
morning m the week, from 8|- till 12 o’clock, while the 1st, 2nd, and sequel 
classes are divided into two sections, and attend on alternate days from 
1 till 4 o clock, this an-angement gives to the latter or lower classes, nine 
hours schooling m the week while the former or more advanced get only 
three hours m the week each. “ J 

The conduct of tho men when at school has been satisfactory which is 
shown by the small number of reports during the year ; this I attribute 
to their being kept constantly employed when at school, together with the 
excellent system of discipline which prevails, so that even the badly dis- 
posed have not time or opportunity to offend against the rules of the prison. 
It Is wortliy of remark that those who frequently commit themselves in 
their wards or on the works are, with few exceptions, as industrious and 
attentive when in school as any of the otlier prisoners. 

The few reports alluded to above were principally for idleness during 
lessons, or an evident indifference to instruction, for which the offenders 
were punished by being removed from school for three or more mouths as 
the case deserved ; this course has had a benefioind effect, as the men so 
renroved, have, m almost every case, come to ask me to intercede for them 
that they might again be allowed to attend, and in no instance where they 
businesr*' I reason to complain of their attention to 

The school is always well supplied with tho necessary requisites for tho 
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use of the prisoners, who are also furnished with books suited to their 
different capacities in their cells and wards. 

The annexed table, which includes the statistics for 1864, shows the 
state of the school on the 31st of December, 1865. 



Classes. 






I8G4. 


18G5. 


Reading — 


First Book, - 


_ 


_ 


27 


16 


Second Book, 




_ 


66 


58 


Sequel, 


. 


_ 


107 


68 


Third Book, - 


. 


. 


181 


136 


Fourth Book, 


- 


- 


191 


128 


Total, 


_ 


_ 


572 


406 


Writing — 


Unable to write, 


_ 




33 


23 


Large hand, - 


. 


. 


30 


39 


Small hand, - 


- 


- 


509 


344 


Total, 




_ 


572 


406 


Arithmetic — 


Simple rules, - 




_ 


361 


250 


Compound rules, 


_ 


. 


77 


51 


Proportion, and above, 


■ 


“ 


134 


105 


Total, 


- 


- 


672 


406 



Of 406 on the rolls on the 31st December, 390 can read ; 264, the num- 
ber m 3rd and 4th classes, read well, and, with few exceptions, write with 
ease and facility ; these classes are frequently exercised in wri tin o* from 
dictation; the men in the sequel class read and write fairly, and have a know- 
ledge of the first four rales of arithmetic, and of the outlines of the map 
oi the world; those in the higher classes have a good knowledge of geo- 
grapliy and arithmetic, and are familiar with the subjects treated of in the 
Lesson Books. 



In the 1st and 2nd classes there are many old men with impaired facul- 
ties, who are incapable of making much visihlo progress, yet they endea- 
vour to do what they can; besides reading and writing, these are 
trequently exercised on geography. 

Edward Sheehy esc[.. Inspector of National Schools, visited and ex- 
ammed the school during the year. 



I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 



Mr. M. Harold, Port Carlisle. 



Thomas M'Cartan. 



Spike Island, January 4, 1866. 

S 1 E--I submit according to order my report on the D. prison evening- 
school for the year just closed. ^ ° 

This school^, as yon are aware, is attended only by prisoners of the 
Advanced (Conduct) Class,” who come to it by drafts three times per 
week in rotation, so that each prisoner receives 4|. hours’ instruction in 
that interval, that is, two reading and two writing lessons, each lasting 
three-quarters of an hour, besides a lesson in arithmetio lasting an hour 
ami a hall. The last-named lesson is occasionally shortened by half an 
hour to make way for grammar or geography. These subjects are also 
treated of in connexion with reading, when there is an opportunity of 
testing the prisoners’ knowledge on the principles and rules previously 
explained, and of exercising them on the method of parsing, &o. 
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Tbougli tlie time set ajmrt for instruction may a]>pcar Hnilteil, yet a 
good deal of information on a varied scale can be iiii}>arted. Tim books 
used in thescliool are those of the National Board, which embrace a wide 
range of subjects, and these arc so inculcated at each lesson, that tliey are 
fairly understood by the prisoners before quitting them. Tlie greatest 
possible attention is paid not only to the important brandies of reading, 
writing, and arithmetic, but to every branch taught in the school, and it is 
satisfactory to observe that the prisoners fully ajipreciate this and become 
in time very good scholars. There are several men attending the evening 
school who can work M'Ganley’s Arithmetic from cover to cover, and who 
are excellent writers and good graimnarians, though they were almost 
illiterate before conviction. 

It is worthy of note that every man in the school can write, and that 
204 out of 207 write smallhand ; that every man can read, and that 147, 
or 71 per cent, of the entire, can read and understand the higliest reading- 
book published by the Board. The progress in arithmetic keeps pace with 
that in reading and writing, a fact which proves that no one subject 
engrosses the time that should be devoted to another. There are at pre- 
sent only 73 at the first four rules of arithmetic, while there are 32 at 
compound rules, and 113 at proportion and above. These facts, I submit, 
are very satisfactory, and bear clear and forcible testimony to the amount 
of labour expended in the school. I append a table at foot showing the 
classification of the prisoners attending the evening school on the 30th 
December, 1865. 

It has always been a pleasure to me to bear testimony, both orally and 
in writing, to the excellent conduct of the prisoners at school, in fact, 
judged by that standard, they would appear a superior class of men. I 
always found them obedient, cheerful, respectful, and diligent at lessons, 
and far more manageable than an equal number of hoys. They are em- 
ployed at hard and constant toil during the day, and since the commence- 
inent of the Royal Docks at Haulbowline, have often, thougli unavoidably 
been drenched with rain and tide from head to foot, yet on these, or on 
any other occasions, they never showed any reluctance or grumblin'’' at 
corning to school. To the credit of the authorities here it must bo men- 
tioned that when there is a real necessity for a change of clothing it is 
promptly and cheerfully given. This is as it should be, and servos alike 
both the health of the institution and the interest of the public service 

Authority never appears to more advantage than when directed to the 
performance of considerate and humane acts. In conclusion, I have only 
to say that the results of the school department, the high moral tone of the 
prisoners, the absence of combination or resistance to authority, aud the 
readiness and regularity with which they turn out and perform their 
numerous tasks from one end of the year to the other, are evidences of 
superior discipline both mental and physical, which must be gratifying not 
only to those concerned in the management and direction of the prisoners 
but to every right thinking and humane miud. * 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

T. Ryan, 

To Mr. Michael Harold, Fort Carlisle, 
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CiAssmcATioN of Prisoners on the Boohs of Evening School on soft 
December, 1865. 



A saistaiit 
School- 
masUrs' 
Reports, 



Eeading — 
First Book, 
Second Book, 
Sequel Book, 
Third Book, 
Fourth Book, 
Fifth Book, 



Total, - 



■Writing— 

Making letters, - 



- 15 

- 17 

- 28 

- 53 

- 94 

- 207 



Writing — continued. 
Largc-haufl, 
Suiall-lmud, 

Total, - 

Arithiue TIC- 
Simple rules. 
Compound rules, - 
Proportion, and above, 



3 

- 204 

- 207 



- ?2 

- 23 

- 113 



Total, - . 207 
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MOTJNTJOY FEMALE CONVICT PRISON. 



RepoH. As stated in the report of last year the increa.sed leno-tli of 
sentences, and the consequent smaU nimiher of discharges’have 
tended to swell the numbci'S in this prison ; however, the accom- 
modation has been amply sufficient. 

The alteration referred to in last annual report by which it was 
intended to make a marked distinction between the various 
classes of prisonei^ has been completed and fully answers its 
purpose. 

The matrons’ cottages, built upon the ground adjoining the 
pii.son, were completed during the year, and have been for some 
time occupied; we have no doubt that as the cold wet weather 
sets ill the officers will appreciate more, even than at present, the 
advantages of living near the piison. 

During the year the conduct of the officers has l^een generally 
satisfactory. The prisoners have for tlie most part conducted 
themselves well and quietly, and have made in many instances 
^eat and succe&sful eiforts at reformation. There is, however, a 
mass women among the prisoners who a])]3ear so depraved as 
to be beyond the reacli of religious or moral infiiioncos, but even 
some of these have made considerable if not always completely 
successful efforts to amend. 

The produce of the prisoner’s labour is shown in the Superin- 
tendent s annexed report. Great attention has been paid to induce 
the prisoners to be industrious, but very many of them being 
ignoiant of needlework their progress has been slow, and the 
results not as satisfactoiy as might be expected had they been 
better taught before conviction. 

The Chaplains give in their annexed reports veiy cheering 
accounts ot the reBgious and moral condition of the prisoners, 
ihe school is carried on in the usual effective manner by Mrs. 
Di^er (late Miss Den\dr)_and her assistants, 
lu taken place in this prison, and 

the Medical Officer reports very favourably upon the health of 
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the prisoners. His observations on the difflculty of managing in MonNiior 
a prison rather than a lunatic asylum certain classes of prisoners ookt^ci 
to whom he refers, aj'e, from his great experience, worthy of the Peison. 
fullest and most serious consideration. Directnn' 

The buildings are all maintained in good order and condition Itafort. 
under the care of the Commissioners of Public Works. Only the 
ordinary repairs were necessary during the year. 

The expenses of the prison are given in the Appendix to the 
annexed re]rort of the Superintendent. They are merely the usual 
items. 

The prisoners were, as in former years, fully impressed with the 
advantages to be gained by a transfer on licence to the Golden- 
bridge and Heytesbirry-street Convict Refuge.s. The Directors 
ai-e year by year more iirrpressed with the great advantages 
afforded by these institutions which stid maintain their high and 
well deserved reputation. 

I. S. Whitty, 1 Pwecfora 

Patbick Joseph Murbay, j- ™ 



SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. Superinten. 

Mouutjoy Pcmiile Prison, Report. 

X6th January, 1866. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to submit my report on the ^vorldng 
of the Mouojoy Female Prison for the year ending the 31st December, 

1865. 

The conduct of the subordinate ofHcers has been generally satisfactory, 
except in one instance where the offender was dismissed from the service. 

One officer in probation was discharged, not being found to possess the 
necessary qualiScations. The Superintendent’s clerk, I regret to say, has 
been obliged to leave in consequence of ill-Iiealth. The duties of the 
subordinate officers have been greatly lightened by the appointment of 
seven in addition to the previous existing staff, which was found entirely 
too small for the number of prisoners confined here. The augmentation 
of the staff, however, by so many new and inexperienced officers in one 
year, has necessitated increased diligence and closer supervision, in order 
to enforce proper discipline. 

No change has been made in either the employment of the prisoners or 
their general treatment. On the whole their conduct has been satisfac- 
tory, but they include some violent and disorderly characters who give 
continual trouble to those placed over them, and whose example exercises 
a most pernicious influence upon many who would otherwise be well 
conducted. Some of them commit offences for the express purpose of 
being taken to the penal class, where they indulge in the most abominable 
conversation with their companions, and scream out in language so bad as 
to be quite demoralizing to the other prisoners ; all can hear it in any part 
of the prison. The screams of these wretched creatures, often kept up for 
twenty-four hours, excite others, and induce them to commit themselves 
so as to be sent to the penal class, while many make it a convenient cause 
for conversation, which the noise enables them to carry on without detec- 
tion I would therefore beg leave to suggest that there be punishment 
cells built altogether apart from the prison, a course which I think would 
obviate most of the disadvantages to which I have referred. 

The school is well conducted, and the school matrons zealous and efficient 
in the discharge of their duties. As the children in the infant school are 

D 2 
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very young and the teaching light, requiring but one hour and a*hal£ 
daily fur the teaclier, she is able to aid in tho adult school, some of the 
classes in ■which are very large. 

I have to express my deep sense of the loss the establishment will 
experience in the departure of the Most Eev. Dr. Murray, late tlie principal 
Roman Catholic Cliaplain. He -n-aa singularly qualified for the position 
he occupied here, both by his thorough coin 2 >reliension of the responsible 
duties of the office, and the zeal he felt for the welfare of the prisoners 
for whose sake he never spared any exertion it was possible for him to 
make. 

I am happy to adu that a spirit of harmonious co-operation prevails 
amongst the staff, to which in a great measure may be attributed the 
satisfactory working of the establishment. 

1 have the honour to be, Geutlemeu, your obedient servant, 

Delia I. Lidwill, Superintendent. 



I certify that, to the best of my belief, the rules kid down for the 
government of the prison have been complied with in every instance, 
except in such cases as have been distinctly reported to or brought under 
the notice of a Director or the Visiting Inspector. 

Delia I. Lid-will, Superintendent. 



Return of the Number of Convicts committed and disposed of 
during the year 1865. 



In custody on the 1st January, 1866, 
Received during the year, 

Born in the prison, - - . 



Adnlts. Children. 

- 604 37 

- 98 {} 

9 



Total, - - . _ . 

Discharged on completion of sentence during the year, 
„ on licence, - . , . 

Sentence commuted, ’ 

Transferred on licence to Refuges— Protestant, 12 * 
Roman Catholic, 50, - _ , _ 

Transferred to lunatic asylum, - . " 

Died, - . - 1 . , “ 

Cliilflren discharged with mothers, - . 

„ removed by friends, . , ’ 

„ removed by a lady visitor, - - _ 

„ removed to "workhouse, - . , 

„ removed -with mothers to Roman Catholic 
Refuge, - - - . ^ 

„ died, 3 



602 

45 

1 

1 

62 

4 

10 



2 

8 



7 

2 






Total remaining in custody, 31st December, 1BQ6, - 479 29 

NUMBER OF PRISONERS NOW IN CUSTODV 
THAT WERE CONVICTED IN THE FOL- 
LOWING YEARS. 



AGES ON CONVICTION OF PRISONERS 
NOW IN CUSTODY, 

15 years and under 20 years, 

20 M 25 „ 

25 30 „ 

30 35 „ 

35 ,, 40 ,, 

40 „ 45 „ 

45 years and upwards, 



Total, - _ - 479 

Age of youngest prisoner on conviction 
15 years. ' 

Age of oldest prisoner on conviction, 71 
years. 



IConv: 



icted in the year, 1851, 
1853, 
1855, 

1859, 

1860, 
1861, 
1862, 
1663, 

1864, 

1865, 

Total, 



1 



27 

73 

126 

,150 

85 



- 479 
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Sentences of Prisoners now in Custoet. 



Transportation, 


14 years, 


] 


Penal Servitude, 


8 years, 


3 




15 „ 


1 


,, 


10 ,, 


- 30 


Life, 


. 


7 


,, 


12 „ 


1 


Penal Servitude, 


3 yeoi’s, - 


- 71 


,, 


14 „ 


4 




4 - 


- .57 




15 „ 


4 


j 


5 „ - 


- 166 


Life, 




2 




6 „ - 


- 14 


1 









7 „ - 


- 118 


Total, 


- 


- 479 



Crimes of Prisoners in Ccstody. 



Administering poison witli intent to 
murder, - - - - 1 

Assault and robbery, - - 6 

Assault, - - - - 3 

Arson, - - - - 18 

Attempt at arson, - - - 2 

Attempt to steal, - - - 1 

Burglary, - - - - 6 

Burglary and robbery, - - 6 

Cattle stealing, - - - 1 

Forgery, - - - - 1 

Felony, - - - - 77 

Felony and former convictions, - 32 
Forcible robbery, - - - 1 

Having coining tools in possession, 1 
Housebreaking, - - >3 

„ and robbery, - 5 

Infanticide, - - - 1 

Kiiling Sheep, - - - 1 

Larceny, - - - - 65 



Larceny from person, 

Larceny and previous convictions 
for felony, - _ . 

Larceny and receiving stolen goods, 
Murder, - 

Manslaughter, . . . 

Malicious assault, - - , 

Perjury, - 

Robbery, - - - . 

Receiving stolen goods, 

Stealing, - 

Subsequent felony, - . _ 

Sacrilege, - - - _ 

Sheep stealing, - _ _ 

Uttering base coin, - - . 

Vagrancy, - 

Wounding with intent to murder, - 



53 

57 

20 

8 

1 

1 

5 

3d 

25 

32 

1 

I 

1 

3 

1 



Total, - 479 



Estimated Vai^ue of Prisoners’ Labour for the year ended 31st December, 
1865. 



How employed. 


Ayerago 
No. of 
Priaoiim 
employifd daily. 


Estim.itofi 
Value of the 
Work per- 
formed. 


Sewing and knitting (Prison materials). 


) ( 


£ a. il 
236 7 9 


Sewing for shops (including 43,022 shirts made), 


> 350*06 H 




Making and repairing matrons’ uniform. 


) I 




"W ashing prison clothing, bedding, &c., 


1 r 




„ for Mnuntjoy Male Prison, ... 






„ for Smithfield Prison, ... 


> 25*75fi-( 




„ for Government Prisons’ Office, 


1 1 




„ for some Officers of the Prison, 

Cooking, nursing, cleaning prison, picking fibre, in 
the garden, and monitresses in the schools, for 302 


1 1 


17 18 6 


) ^ 


y 68*515 


639 7 8 


working days, at 8d. per day, ... 


Total, - 


439*332 


2,208 16 1 



Daily average number of prisoners in custody during the year, 4?6 -645 
Per-centage on prison population working, - , - 90*2.98 

>> .. in punishment, - 

ft ft n sick or infirm, - 6*984 
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Statement of the Expenditure of Mountjot Female Prison for the Year 
ended Slsfc December, 1865. 



Heads of Service. 



Salaries, - 

Rations for Officers, and allowances in lien thereof, 
Uniforms for Officers and servants, - _ , 

Victiialiing prisoners, - - _ _ . 

Clothing, &c., for prisoners, - _ » . 

Bedding for prisoners, - - - » - 

Medicines, Surgical Instruments, &c., - - - 

Medical Comforts (extras for the sick), 

Clothing and travelling expenses of prisoners on their 
liberation, - . 

Gratuities to convicts, &c., - - _ , 

Furniture and fittings, - - - , . 

Kitcnen utensils, crockery, cutlery, &c.. 

Fuel and light, - - - . 

Buildings and repairs, - - - - . 

Washing and repairs of liuen, - - - _ 

Soap, scouring and cleaning articles, - . - 

Brushes, brooms, and mops, - . » . 

Funeral expenses, inquests, &c., - _ . 

Various small disbursements, - - _ . 

Rent, rates, and taxes, - . - _ . 

Total, - - « - . 



Amount Paid. 

£> s. d. 
3,061 8 8 
344 12 10 
16 11 3 
2,697 10 2 
73 5 7 
6 2 6 
108 9 9 

123 18 0 

124 1 7 

139 8 10 

22 13 0 
22 10 6 
422 16 3 
198 Id 8 
70 8 10 
52 6 4 
26 2 0 
7 16 0 
81 12 0 
151 16 6 



7,754 5 3 



MEDICAL OPPICEE’S EEPOKT. 

37, Pitzwilliam-squaro, January, 18C6. 
Gestlemeit, — T he followiug tables Trill show tlie sanitary state of this 
prison during the past year to have been still more satisfactory than in 
the preceding year 

Number ofpatients in hospital on 1st January 1866 - 32 

Number admitted up to 31st December, 1866, - ’ » - 454 

Total, - - , - 486 

Discharged during the year, - - - 

Died, - - _ 

Remaining in hospital on 31st December, 1065, - 



Number and Causes of Deaths during the year. 



Id 

K 


Initial)). 


Beceivad in Prison. 


Admitted to 
Hospital. 


Hato of Death. 


Diacaee. 


1261 

1316 

614 

817 

642 

H8J 

880 

1049 

1347 

1461 


M.Q. 

M.H. 

C.C. 

E-E. 

E.D. 

B. M. 
il.B. 

C. F. 
M.B, 
J.F. 


4 Feb., 1864, 
30 June, 1864, 
7 Oct., 1859, 
23 May, 1861, 
2 Aug., 1861, 

2 Sept., 1863, 

' 6 Nov., 1861, 

10 Not., 1862, 
14 Sept., 1864, 
9 Sept., 1865, 


27 Feb., 1865, 
19 Aug., 1864, 
4 Jan., 1864, 
11 April, 1865, 
8 Feb., 1866, 

' S Nov., 1864, 
30 May, 1 866, 

SO June, 1866, 
25 Sept., 1866, 
4 Oct., ] 665, 


1 March, 1866, 
5 March, 1865, 

23 March, 1866, 
16 April, 1865, 

9 June, ] 865, 

27 June, 1866, 

15 June, 1866, 

16 Nov., 1865, 

24 Nov., 1865, 

12 Dec., 1865, 


Congestion of the brain. 
Intestinal disease. 
.Phtliisis. 

Cardiac disease. 

Chronic diaiThma and dy- 
sentery. 

' Pulmonary consumption. 
Epilepsy and chronic 
diarrhoea. 

Pulnionary consumption. 
Bronchitis. 

Congestion of lungs. 



; - 



Medical 
Office !■*» 

Report. 
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Co>'viCTs transferred to Dundrum Lunatic Asylum during tlie year. 



« 


Initial. 


1 Bweived in 

1 Prisun. | 


Date of couriction. 


Wlinro 

CUUTiUtod. 


Datn »ont 
to Asylum. 


951 


i s. c., 


12 Apr., 1862, 


4 Apr., 1862, 


Naas, 


20 .Tan., 1865. 


1212 


1 A. J. M‘C., 


6 Nov., 186.), 


23 Oct., 1863, 


Dtmdallc, 


30 J une, 1 865. 


lt77i 


! J. s., 


11 Ang., 


30 July, 1863, 


Naasi, 


22 Nov., 1865. 


1022. 

1 


M. M., 


7 Oct., 1862, 1 


3(1 Sep., I81>2, 


Dublin, 


23 Nov., 1865. 



Diseases of those admitted to Hospital during the year. 



Sore logs, 


. 


_ 


7 


Amenorrhoja, 




_ 


8 


Scrofula, 


. 


_ 


17 


Phthisis, 


_ 




13 


Bronchitis, - 


. 


- 


22 


PJeuroclinia, 


_ 


_ 


10 


Verico vaginal fistula, 


- 




2 


Dohility, 


. 


_ 


19 


Icierus, 


- 


. 


3 


Pieuro pneumonia, 
Oplitlialraia, 


. 


_ 


6 


Colic, 




- 


36 


_ 


_ 


9 


Observation, 


- 




6 


Indigestion, 




. 


11 


Sore eyes, - 


- 


- 


5 


Syphilis, 


_ 


_ 


14 


Pevoriah attacks, - 


_ 


_ 


39 


Ha?morrlioids, 






4 


Elicunmtism, 


- 




13 


Eever, 


_ 




10 


Parturition, 


- 


- 


8 


Sprains, 






8 


Diarrhoea, » 


- 


- 


38 


Scurvy, 




_ 


6 


Erysipelas, - 


_ 


. 


3 


Stricture of rectum, 






2 


Bilious attacks, 




_ 


23 


Chlorosis, - 
Hffimoptysis, 






4 


Sore throats. 


- 


- 


17 




_ 


13 


Epilepsy, 


- 


- 


7 


Gonorrhcea, 






14 


Abscess, 
Balpitatio, - 




- 


5 


1 Hysteria, 


- 


. 


7 


- 


- 


a 


Lumbago, - 




_ 


4 


Actuilental injuries, 




- 


6 


Ulcers, 




_ 


9 


Gastrodynia, 


- 




16 











Bums, 


- 


- 


5 


Totab 


- 


- 


454 


There are very few 


subjects 


con.nocted with my department to 


which I 



think it necc.ssary to diuw your attention. The position and construction 
of the punishmeut cells are, in iiiy opinion, quite unsuited to the purpose 
sought to be gained. The voices of the prisoners from cell to cell can be 
so easily heard, that they can and do converse freedy witli each other j 
and this to some of them iaasoiiroe more of enjoyment than of i)unisljineut. 
The sewage and ventilation of these cells also are defective. It often 
happens that prisoners who, owing to ])hysical weakness or other causes, 
cannot with safety be long coiitiiuiod on punishment diet, are detained in 
these cells, from their continued bad and outrageous conduct rendering it 
impossible to send them back to their classes. This might be done for an 
indefinite period were a suitable range of puni.shnicnt cells erected. They 
are daily visited by me, and tlie effects of punishment diet are anxiously 
watched, and when considered advisable that the sentence, on medical 
grounds, should be modified or shortened, a report to that effect is made 
in each case. Under these precautions I am not aware that any porma- 
nent injury has resulted to a prisoner from being placed in punishment. 
It will be seen by the foregoing tables that four convicts were sent to the 
Criminal Lunatic Asylum during the year. In the majority of those 
cases symptoms of nusoundhess of mind or of eccentricity were observed 
from their reception in the prison ; and the same may be said of seven or 
eight others still remaining in the prison, some of whom are fit subjects 
for transfer to the asylum, aud will be sent, but others (three or four in 
number) scarcely so, being of weak mind, but not what is commonly con- 
sidered insane. Dr. Nugent, Inspector of Lunatics, was kind enough to 
examine these prisoners on two occasions, and coincides with mo in this 
opinion, and also that it might be well to suggest for His Excellency’s 
consideration whether some of them might not be sent with advantage to 
their homes or to the poorliouses of their districts, their presence iu the 
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prison tenrUng to tlie distiirbauce of discipUnefrom tlieir frequent breaclies 
of the rules, punishment having no effect, and their fitness for it being 
more than doubtful. We have happily been free from any epidemic dur- 
ing the year, and although the amount of illness was consiilerahle, the 
mortality is much under that of the previous year. Having in my 
previous reports stated ray views on other important matters connected 
with the state of the prison, it is not now necessary that I should further 
allude to them. I have every reason to be satisfied with the manner in 
which the officers connected w'itli the hospital have performed their 
duties. 

I am, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Awly Banok. 



The Directors of Government Prisons, 
Dublin Castle. 



PROTEST CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

35, Nelson-street, March, 1866. 

Gentlemen, — have nothing to add to that which I have already 
furnished in the way of detail as to my duties, and the discharge of these 
at the Mountjoy Female Prison. 

Everything is going on satisfactorily there and at the Refuge in Hey- 
tesbury-street as usual. 

I am your obedient servant, 

David Stuart, Protestant Chaplain. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT.’^ 

Mountjoy Female Prison, 
January 1, 1866. 

Gentleijen, — In presenting my report for the past year I take leave to 
congratulate you on the state of this prison. It is quiet ; hardly a murmur 
within its walls. It affords daily gratifying evidunco of the peaceful 
character of its governinent. In its various departments irregularity is 
not observable, owing to the zeal of the Snperintemlcnfc, to the attention 
of the officers, and to your care and vigilance. In the performance of 
duty no one here impedes another j each odicer fills a distinct place, and 
the utmost harmony prevails. The duties performed are, indeed, for the 
benefit of the prisoners. The severity of their condition is intended also 
for their good. The hard labour they submit to, and the entire obedience 
they render, are parts in the system established for their reformation. In 
miuistering to their spiritual wants I have ever experienced happiness, 
but regret extremely that impaired health prevented me for a time doing 
all my heart would dictate. I have, however, consolation in assuring you 
that my duties in addition to his own were performed by the kind and 
nniversally esteemed Dr. Murr.ay, whose loss to this prison, by bis promo- 
tion to the office of bishop, will be felt by officers and prisoners during 
their recollection of him. 

I am. Gentlemen, with great respect, your very faithful servant, 

Luke Dempsey, Roman Catholic Chaplain, 
The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 

* Owing to the absence in Rome of the senior Roman Catholic Uhaplain, the Rev. I)r. 
JUyitay, no report was written by him. 
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PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Momijov 

Female 

Dublin, Mountjoy Female Convict Prison. Pniso? 

Gentlemen, — No important cliange has taken place in my engagements Prc^ 
as Presbyterian Chaplain of this prison, nor in the numbers or condition tcrhm 
of the prisoners under my care. I continue to receive the most cordial 
co-operatiou of all the officers, and have t!ie utmost facility from all con- 
nected with the prison for the discliargc of my duties. With such occa- 
sional exceptions as must always be expected in a prison, I have had little 
difficulty with the prisoners under my charge. One of the women sent to 
the Refuge during the year, I regret to say, it was found necessary to 
send back, owing to violence of temper; but the rest have given, and 
continue to give, satisfaction there. I have pleasure in recording the cuse 
of two sisters committed and liberated together, one of them the motiier 
of a family. On their liberation they took the children from the union 
workhouse, went to a new locality, where work could be had in a factory, 
put themselves under the care of an excellent clergyman, who at once 
introduced the children to a Sunday-school, and who continues to n-ive me 
the most gratifying accounts of tlieir industrious habits and desire to 
recover a pbice in society. 

My services (unless when special and additional visitation is required) 
consist of Divine worship with preaching on the Sabbath morning, and 
■weekly religious instruction on catechism and Holy Scripture, with such 
advice to the prisoners individually as their circumstances seem to require. 

I am, Gentlemen, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

J. Hall, d.d., Presbyterian Chaplain. 

To the Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



SCHOOLMISTRESS’S REPORT. Schod- 

•inisirts$'s 

Mountjoy Female Prison, 

January 15, 1866. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to submit my report on the Mountjoy 
Female Prison School for the year ended 31st December, 1SG5. 

The system of instruction pursued in former years, with success, has 
been carried out with equally satisfactory results during the year lust 
closed. ** 

The number of prisoners admitted daring the year was 98, and the 
daily average attendance was about 100. 

To enable the pri.soners to read tboir book of prayer, to write a letter, 
and to keep simple accounts, is all w’o can hope to accomplish, having 
regard to the large mimber to be taught, and the short time each prisoner 
attends school, viz., one hour daily. I am glad to be able to report that 
the progress of nearly all in these three subjects was very considerable 
during the year. Geography, a subject in which prisoners always take a 
lively luterest, is also taught, and their proficiency in this useful branch 
01 knowledge was very satisfactory. 

From the other teachers I have at all times received zealous, cordial, and 
enicieut co-operation. They spared no pains in promoting the mental 
and moral improvement of the prisoners. The teachers, however, no 
matter how zealous and efficient, can do but little if the co-operation of 
the prisoners in tbeir own improveiuent be not secured. The teacher in 
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so large a scliool can do little else tlian direct, control, or stimulate. 
Hence it is that my 6rst and chief object has ever been to induce tlioprl- 
soiiers, by every means in my power, to avail thcnisolvos of the oppor- 
tunities so liberally aflbnled them of improving their minds, and iicquirino- 
that knowledge which, if rightly used, may prove useful to them in after- 
life. 

Crime, like other evils, has its causes. Ignorance is a cause of crime, 
and it is with the removal, while in {)ri.son, of this obstacle to the upward 
progi’css of the prisoners that I have chiefly to deal. One fact will, I 
think, prove the success of niy efforts in this respect. There are at pre- 
sent in this prison about 200 ynusoners who, on admission, were wholly 
illiterate. The greater number of these can now rea«l ami write fairly. 
Tliey also possess a considerable amount of general information. 

This is satisfactory considering the antecedents of all, and the advanced 
ages of many of these prisoners. 

The Jfational Board Inspector, F. P. O'Carroll, esq., exa?nined as usual, 
and expressed himself satisfied with the arraugoinents of the school and the 
progress of the prisoners in tlie subjects iu which he examined. But 
much useful instruction, suited to the peculiar requirements of pri.sonerg, 
and which cannot be properly estimated by any standard of examination, 
is imparted to the prisoners in tins prison. The necessity ami advantage 
of obedience to superiors, of conformity to the rules of the prison, and of 
steady and persevering industry, are frequently Impressed upon tlieir 
minds. I believe I am justified iu stating that the influence of such 
instruction is felt in other departments of the prison. 

I am happy to have to report that the coinluct (»f tho prisoners during 
the year has, with few exceptions, been most satisfactory. They have 
been atteiitive in school, and appeared grateful for tho instrnctioii they re- 
ceived. They have also been most respectful to the teachers, wlio always 
treat them witii kindness and forhcariiuce, without, at the same time, over- 
looking any deliberate violation of rule or mi.scon<luct of any kind. 

In conclusion, 1 beg to tender my best thanks to ail the oflicors of the 
prison for ihoir courtesy to mo personally, and for the facilities they have 
invariably aSorded me on every occasion 'when tho discharge of my duties 
brought me in contact wiili them. 

I have the honour to he. Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

Makt Dwyer, Head Schoolmistress. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 
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SMITHFIELD AND LUSK INTERMEDIATE PRISONS. Smiii- 

PIELD AND 

Lusk 

— Interme- 
diate 
Prisons. 

These institutions continue to produce their usual satisfactory , 
results, and there is nothing of any special importance relating to ueponr' 
them to report. 

The prisoners have been vdth scarcely any exception industrious, 
amenable, and orderly ; their improvement at their trades was all 
that could be desired. 

The Cliaplains report very favourably of their attention toreli- 
pous instruction, and to their religioiis duties. Their attention 
in school, and their anxiety to iinpi-ove were highly sati.sfactory. 

Dr. Quinlan, the Medicid Officer, has attended carefully to the 
health ol the ])risoners, and hi.s annexed report is satisfactory. 

Mr. Bradiield, the Superintendent of the Sniithfield and Lusk 
Prisons, in his annexed report gives a favourable account of both ; 
discipline has been well maintained, and the conduct of the sub- 
ordinate officers was satisfactory. 

Mr. Oi’gan, the Lecturei’ at Smithheld and Lusk, and Inspector 
of released convicts in the Dublin district, has dischai'ged his 
duties most efficiently during tlie year. Plis annexed reports as 
lecturer and as inspector furnish a very excellent detail of his 
duties, and of the manner in which they are discharged, and the 
results are certainly most encouraging. During the prevalence of 
the Fenian excitement the Directois, knowing that large numbers 
of released convicts were employed in and about Dublin, watched 
with great anxiety for any indication ns to the men having become 
tainted with Fenianism. After every possilde in(]iiiry upon their 
own part, and eveiy personal investigation by Mr. Organ, they 
are enabled to state that they can find no proof, and they believe 
there exists no suspicion tliat any released convict in the Dublin 
district was, or is, connected with any illegal society. Whether 
this is the result of training, or tile knowlcilgo which the men 
had gained of the profit and loss of crime, the Dii’cctors cannot say • 
possibly, however, this satisfactory state of things is mainly attri- 
butable to tlie honest modes of livelihood which Mr. Organ has 
procured for them, coupled with his unflagging supervision. 

Mi\ Dwyer, the Registrar, who acts also as schoolmaster, con- 
tinues to deserve the opinion expressed of him in fonner reports. 

At the prison farm at Lusk, Principal Wai'der Gunning still 
superintends the discipline ; and the agricultmul work is canned 
on mider the care of Mr. Gallagher, the Superintendent of Drain- 
age. The school instruction is attended to by Mr. Daly. Satisfac- 
tory progi'ess has been made in all the departments, and the 
conduct of the prisoners has been most commendable. 

The buildings arc in good order and requii’ed but little repair 
during the year. 

The e^ensea have been only those actually necessaxy, and are 
detailed in the annexed report of the Superintendent, 
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In the month of September last Mr. M. T). Hill revisited the 
Smitlifield and Lusk Prisons for the third time. His first \dsit was 
in 1857 ; his second visit was in 1801. Having been a close 
observer of the Irish Convict System li’om the commencement, Mr. 
Hill was struck with the evident advantages of the intermediate 
stage, and he has oti each occasion examined for himself into the 
details, and has, to satisfy himself on all points, pemonally visited 
various persons through Dublin who have employed released 
convicts. The results of his inquiries on each occasion is made 
known to the public, and, in the printed account of his visit in 
1865, he states liimself to be more than ever fully and completely 
satisfied. The Directors do not consider themselves justified in 
passing by without a record, this most valuable evidence upon 
the Irish Convict System from so eminent an authority on prison 
management as Mr. HUl. 

I. S. Whitty, In- . 

Patrick Joseph Mubrav, / 



PEOTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S HEPOET. 

Smitliliehl Prison, 
February 2, 1866. 

G-EfJTLEMEN, — I liave, in my brief report for the year 1865 only to repeat 
wliat I have now for several years been happy to state. The services of 
the Church have been regularly performed, and tlio prisoners have been 
lectured or visited during tbe week. I owe it to tlie llev. Mr. Jordan, 
whom the Directors kindly allowed me to name as iny assistant, to state 
that his attention, perseverance, and feeling manner of instructing the 
prisoners cannot be surpassed. I have every reason to believe that the 
education of the prisoners and the preparation for the Inmost performance 
of tbe duties of active life in the world, secured for them in the prison, 
whether in a religious or secular point of view ai’e as perfect as they can 
be made. I am confident that many of those who passed through the 
prison during the last year will, by tho course of their after life, reflect 
credit on the system under which they have been trained. 

My colleague and myself continue to receive from Mr. Bradfield, the 
active Superintendent of the prison, and from all tho officers, the utmost 
co-operation and attention. 

I remain, Gentlemen, with great respect, 

Tours faithfully and obediently, 

George B. 'Wheeler, a.m. 

To the Directors of Convict Prisons. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

St, Paul’s, Arran-quay, 
10th January, 1866. 

Gentlemen, — My report this year varies little from my reports of 
former years. Nothing was omitted in tlie administration of the sacra- 
ments or instructions suitable to the prisoners. Their demeanour during 
instruction was respectful and most attentive, and it is a pleasure to me 
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to report that they availed themselves more frequently than heretofore of Smith- 

the o))portunity afforded them of receiving the sacraments of penance and 

the Eucharist. Intehme- 

I regret to say there were some exceptions, and these exce])tions wore dute 
of such a character as to exercise a powerful and baneful influence over 
their fellow-prisoners ; because they were generally superior to their cum- Roman 
panions in manner, information, or some other cjuality wliicli men either Catholic 
fear or respect, and therefore very effective in inducing others to follow 
their example. 

These prisoners have left the prison without leaving behind them, in 
ray mind, any security for tlicir future honesty and safe conduct. They 
neglected, while in prison, to a])ply the means, destined by God, to cfiect 
the amendment of their lives. 

Secular knowledge and prison discipline alone will never transform the 
burglar, the thief, or the pickpocket, into a good and honest member of 
society. It is impossible to reform our lives unless we obey the laivs 
of our religion, which changes the heart and guides and purifies the 
actions of men. 

With the laws of their religion they have not complied, and conse- 
quently, I have only a faint hojie that they will not fall back into their 
former crimes and vicious habits. It is a consolation, however, to know 
that the number of this deplorable class is small indeed, and that the vast 
majority seek the consolations of religion in nuilergoiiig the just punish- 
ment tlieir crimes deserve, for which they long to make atonement and to 
repair by the amendment of their lives. 

Under this conviction I would suggest to your consideration separate 
chapels for themembors of diflbrent cree<la, for religion being the founda- 
tion of all reformation wliich viviiics and directs every other human 
policy adopted to reform the criminal, consecpicntly, the dignity and 
solemnity of religion should bo first and above all provided. Among the 
officials there was peace and harmony. J. luive notiung’ to censure in 
their relations with mo \ on tiic contrary everything to praise. 

^ I cannot close this report without tendering to you, gentlemen, my 
sincere thanks for the kindiiesa you invariably manifested towards me, 
and I only regret that the relation which existed Ijetween us is about to 
cease, as my ecclesiastical superior has removed mo to another field for 
my labours. Again I thank you, and 

Believe me to be, Geiitleinen, your obedient servant, 

John O’Hanlon, Koman Catholic Chaplain. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



PRESBYTEBIAH CHAPLAIN’S BEPOET. 

37, STontpelier-hill, Dublin, 
January, 1866. 

Gentlemen, — .In submitting niy report on the Smithfield Intermediate 
Prison for the year 1865, it gives me much pleasure to repeat the testi- 
mony which I liave heretofore been enabled to give of the prosperous 
state of the institution. Discipline is effectively observed, yet severity 
is scarcely ever demanded. The prisoners are, generally, well-conducted, 
respectful, and industrious ; and it is gratifying to note their gratitude for 
whatever attention can be paid to them consistently with prison regula- 
tions. 
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Tlio prisoners under my enre are, I am bold to say, a fair specimen of 
tlie utility of tlie system at present in operation. There is not one of them 
who is not improved in every sense since lie had the misfortune to make 
himself amenable to justice. To provide for the advancing intelligence 
of seveml is no trifling tax upon tho labours of the Chaplains. The 
anxiety to receive instruction is so great that, although my brother Chap- 
lain and I mldress the same men every Sabbath, they have expressed a 
desire that the religious exercises, especially in exposition of the Scriptures, 
should he protracted beyond tlie time at present allotted to them. The 
class at present is composed of persons of considerable abilities. The 
most of the men composing it are of intelligence above mediocrity ; some 
are well educated : perhaps it may not be out of place if I state — it may 
bo gratifying to the friends of reformatory prison discipline — that one 
young man, wdioee period of punishment is drawing to a close, is so 
thoroughly reformed, that every spare moment from the work assigned 
him, is employed in preparation to enter college, that he may devote liig 
future life to the Christian ministry. Tinus one wild and wayward youth 
shall be restored to himseif, to his respectable family, and to his proper 
status in social life ; and no doubt, profitting by experience, be peculiarly 
qualified to promote the interests of godliness and morality. 

It is not necessary to aild, what is so evident to all concerned, that all 
the officers are attentive and diligent. From tbe excellent Superintendent 
to the humblest official I have received every assistiince they could give 
me, and that with a cheerfulness very gratifying indeed. 

I am, Gentlemen, yours faithfully, 

S. G. MoitRisoN, Chaplain of Smithfiold Prison. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. 



5, Cavendish-row, Dublin, 
January, 1866. 

Gentlemen, — I beg to submit the usual annual rept>rt of the sanitary 
condition of Smithfieid and Lusk Government Prisons, during the past 



year. 

During that period 87 prisoners were admitted into hospital suffering 
from the following diseases : — 

Smlihflolil. Luel:. 



Bronchitis, - 

Itliirrhcea, - - - - 

Dys.])epsia, - - . - 

Fractures and other accidental injuries, 
Influenza and feverish colds, - 
luliaminatioa of the brain, 

„ the ear, 

Pleurisy, - - - _ 

Pneumonia, - , . - 

Pulmonary consumption, 
liheumatism, - - - , 

Secondary syphilis, - , - 

Scrofula, - - - - 

Skin disease, - - - _ 

Stricture of the urethra, 

Ulcers, - 

White swelling of the knee. 



- 17 

- II 

4 

- 13 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 



2 

2 

1 

2 

7 



3 

4 
1 

1 

1 

1 



Total, 



25 



87 
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It will tlma be seen that the number of prisoners admittefl into hos- 
pital (luring the past year was less by 40 than the number admitted during 
the preceding year, wliicli amounted to 127. Two deaths occurred among 
these patients, viz., (2094) P. W., aged 19, who died of pneumonia, 1st 
Pebruary, and (2148) Gr. R., aged 47, who died of bronchitis, 17tb Peb- 
ruary. The rest of those patients were discharged from hospital cured, 
or as much relieved as the nature of their respective cases allowed. 

During the year I recommended some alterations in the dietary which, 
without any appreciable extra expense, have contributed much to tbe 
health of the prisoners. I have frequently inspected the food supplied 
both at Smithfield and at Lusk and found it of excellent quality. 

In addition to the usual monthly inspections, I have from time to time 
examined the colls, workshops, clothing, and bedding of the prisoners. I 
have al ways found these particulars carefully attended to by Mr. Bradfield 
and the other otiicers, by -whom the prison has been kept in the neatest 
and best order. This observation also applies to Lusk. 

During tbe past year wo lo.st, by bis lamented death, the services 
of our respected Apothecary, the late Mr. Pakenham. His place has 
been tilled by tbe appointment of Mr. E. P. B. Ward, who has dis- 
charged his duties in the most cfliciont and sati.sfaetory manner. 

Much inconvenience and lo.ss in washing and cooking had been expe- 
rienced at Lu.sk from ocejusioiial ddicicncy of soft water, there not beiuo- 
any adequate moans of storing the abundant supjily derivable from the 
rainfall on the roofs of the buildings. This 1ms been remedied by the 
construction of two spacious underground covered cisterns. These cisterns, 
•which are built of solid inas(mry, arc capaUe of receiving many thousand 
pllons of rain-water j and of kec})ing it cool, pure, and clean. The water 
is <lrawn by pumping accoi'ding as rcajuired. 

A large open shed has been constructed in a sheltered portion of the 
farmyard at Lusk, in which the ])rlsoncrs are employed, upon days too 
inclement for field labour, in breaking the large quantity of stone required 
for the filling of drains and the metalling of farm roads. They are thus 
engaged in useful open-air and healthy work upon days on wliich they 
could not work In the fields without much hardship and consequent sick- 
ness. 

As -we had no proper moans of disposing of the night-soil at Lusk, a 
good deal of inconvenience begmn to be experienced from the accumulaT 
tion of it. By desire of Captain Whitty, Director of Government Prisons, 
a number of closets were constructed upon the jilan of the Rev. H. Maiile, 
by which the nighisoil is dried and deodorized by tlio coal ashes from the 
prison fires.^ These closets have proved a complete success ; and yield a 
* large quantity of manure rich in carbon, nitrogen, phosphorus, aiid other 
useful elementary principles. This mauuro is applicable to many of the 
ordinary purposes of guano, and is extensively etnployed upon the farm 
under the direcLicjn of the elHcient Agriculturist, Mr. Gallagher. All these 
changes and some other minor ones have hecii effected by the prisoners 
under the superintendence of the trade warders. 

By far the most gratifying improvomont has been the refitting of the 
Smithfield hospital, which although spacious and well ventilated •was not 
as suitable for the sick as could be desired. It is now being completely 
refitted and furnished \ and in a short time will be fully equal to the best 
arrangeci clinical hospitals of Dublin. With a few unimportant excep- 
tions, this refitting and furnishing are being accomplished, as at Lusk, by 
prison l.abonr. 

Although feeling that the improvement of the hospital was in^^spsH" 
sable, I was not without fear lest the increase of comfort to tbe sick might 
be attended by a corresponding increase in the number of applicants for 
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admission. Sucb, however, has not been the case. The consideration 
shown for their condition has had the bc>t moral ellhct upon the prisoners, 
and the average number of patients in the improved hosjntal is not quite 
half what it used to be — and all these ciises of evident unmistalcabic ill- 
ness. In fact I have not, for many months, observed, ateither Sinithfield 
or Lusk, the slightest attempt at malingering. There is, upon the whole, 
a great improvement in tlie bearing and general morale of the prisoner ; 
and I have little doubt that the great majority of them will be absorbed 
into the industrious working community. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

F. B. Quinlan, m.d., t.o.d., Medical Superintendent. 

To the Directors of Government Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. 

Sinithfield Intermediate Prison, 
January 10, 1866. 

Gentlemen, — At the cIo.se of another year I have the honour of sub- 
mitting to you the usual report with statistics of this prison, including the 
Lusk branch. 

The treatment and discipline of the prisoners have been precisely the 
same as during all previous years, since this and Lusk were opened as 
intermediate prisons. 

The conduct of the prisoners has been iii general satisfactory, only seven 
breaches of discipline having occurred ; one of which was by the messenger 
when out on duty having attempted to introduce a prohibited article into 
the prison. With this solitary exception, the prisoners selected from 
time to time as messengers have invariably fulfilled their duties faith- 
fully. 

The prisoners have been employed as during previous years j viz., 
tradesmen at their respective trailes hero, and labourers at tbe gardens of 
the Mountjoy prisons, and on the farm at Lu.-=k ; and it will he seen by 
the return annexed to this report, tliat tbe earnings are very fair, consi- 
dering that many of those employed at trades here wore not very profi- 
cient as such, having only learned in prison, and previous to being convicted 
never having worked at trades, or probably any other employment. 
Many were also detained here being a little handy at some trades, as they 
were not competent to perform continuous manual labour on the farm at 
Lusk. These were very useful here, hut being unskilled, their labour did 
not realize much profit. 

The labourers have been employed on tho farm at Lusk, as during pre- 
vious years, at general agricultural work, and draining, subsoiling, and 
reclaiming the commons, the whole of which is nearly drained, and during 
the present year the entire will be under cultivation. Large crops, both 
green and white, have been raised and secured in good condition. 

I visited this prison and farm works occasionally, and always furnished 
you with a report thereon. 

The conduct of tho subordinate officers has been in general satisfactory, 
save in two instances, where, through negligence, prisoners were permitted 
to escape, of which I shall speak more fully hereafter. 

The buildings of this prison continue iu tolerably good repair, and there 
was no considerable outlay on them during the year. 

The buildings at Lusk continue in good order. The moveable iron- 
house noticed by me in last year’s report, is now completed ; and thus 
affords ample storage for grain and other agricultural produce, 
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The stone-breaking shed not having been found large enough to accom- 
modate the increased number of prisoners, an addition was mado to it 
during the past year, and thus sufficient aceoinmodation is afforded for all 
the prisoners to work at breaking stones in bad weather when they cannot 
be employed at agriculture. 

I regret to have to report that seven prisoners absconded during the 
year, viz., four from Lusk and three from this prison. Of the four who 
absconded from Lusk, three were retaken ; and only in one instance was 
negligence brought home to an officer who allowed some hours to elapse 
before he noticed the prisoner’s absence, for which offence ho was reduced 
in rank. 

Of the three who escaped from this prison, one of them eloped from the 
charge of an officer while being escorted by him from this to the Mouiitjoy 
prison. The other two escaped on the night of the 16th of March last, 
tlirough the negligence of the njglit-watchinan, who left a gate open 
through which they passed out. This officer was also reduced in rank 
and fined. 

The last two mentioned prisoners were not retaken. 

During the past year the numbers in this prison (including the Lusk 
branch) have been greater than in 1SG4, while that year showed an increase 
upon the numbers in preceding years. 

The greater length of the sentences now passed will of course tend to 
keep down our numbers for .a year or two, as each man will have a longer 
term to servo before he will become eligible for this intermediate prison, 
but afterwards our average numbers will bo again augmented, as the 
increased length of their sentences will cause the men to remain here 
much longer tlian hitherto. 

I request attention to the fact that the order and regularity of these 
establishments have never been better preserved than during the past year, 
a fact which reflects credit on the officers with the two exceptional cases 
hereinbefore mentioned. 

I feel pleasure in bearing testimony to the kind co-operation I have 
invariably received from the principal officers of both ostablishmcuts, and 
the harmony and good will that exists amongst them. 

I certify that the rules laid down for the govermnout of these establish- 
ments have been complied with, except in such cases as have been brought 
under the notice of the Directors. 

I have the honour to bo, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

W. Bhadfield, Suporintoudent. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castlo. 



Statement of the Number of Convicts in custody, committed, and disposed of, 
for one year, ending 31st December, 1805. 



In custody, 1st Jamiary, 1865, 
Received from Spike Island Prison, - 
Received from Mountjoy Mule Prison, 



93 

209 

14 

223 



How disposed of s— 

Released on orders Of licence, - 
Removed to Mountjoy Male Prison, 
Escapes, - 

Died, - - - ■ . 



Total, 



316 

IB6 

6 

2 

201 



In custody, 1st January, 18 G 6 , 



11 . *> 
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Ages ou Pieception of the Prisonei’s received during the j'^ear. 



Ldsk 


18 years and under 20 years. 


- 


Intessie- 


20 „ „ 


, 30 „ 




DUTE 


30 „ „ 


40 „ 




PnisoKS. 


40 „ „ 


50 „ 




— 


60 „ >, 


60 „ 




Superititcn- 

dent's 


Above 60 years, 




- 


Report. 




Total, - 


. 



- 144 

- 48 

- 12 

a 

3 

- 223 



Sentences of the Piisoners received duriug the year. 



3 years’ penal servitude, 

4 

5 
C 
7 
a 
10 

Total, 



05 

69 

22 

8 

17 

1 

11 



CiUMES of the Prisoners received during the year. 

Arson, - - _ _ _ _ . 

Assault, • - 

„ grievous, - 
,, malicious, 

„ and robbery, - 
Burglary, 

,, and felony, - - _ - . 

„ and larceny, - - - . - 

„ and robbery, - - - , . 

Cattle stealing, 

Cow stealing, 

Cutting and, wounding, - - - . „ 

Embezzlement, - 
Pelony, - 
-Felonious assault, - 

Felonious obstruction of railway, - - - - 

Highway robbery, 

Housebreaking, 

„ and larceny, - - - _ 

„ and robbery, _ - . _ 

House robbery, 

Intent to break into a certain house, - - . 

Larceny, _ - „ 

,, and foraier conviction, - - - , 

„ from the person, - 
„ and receiving, - - _ , 

Manslaughter, 

hlhitary oifences, - - - - 1 I 

Out at night with implemeuts intending to commit felony. 
Perjui'y, 

Fiecciving stolen goods, - 

» ,1 and felony, - « . 

„ »» » and previous conviction, - 

Kape, - _ _ _ , , 

Robbery, l,~ 

„ from the person, - - „ „ I 

„ of post letter, . ” I 

Sheep stealhig, - - > " ” 1 

Subsequent felony, ~ ~ 2 1 ' 

Uttering base coin, - - I I I 

Wilfully and maliciously wounding. III 
Writing a threatening letter, ' 



1 

I 

18 

5 

4 

i) 

3 

1 

1 

4 
3 
1 
0 
3 

2 
] 
1 
1 

29 

14 

13 

2 

5 
9 
1 
1 
8 
I 

1 

2 
2 
2 
1 

17 

5 

3 

4 
1 
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Accoont sliowhig the viilue of Froclectivc Tjalionr of Prisoners for the year 
ending 31st Decembci’, 1865. 



Tr.adcs. 


Amoxnit. 


Obacn’.ations. 


Tailoring, - - - 


£ s. d. 
146 1 1 


! 

Daily averngenumberatSmithfield, 50 


Slioemaking, 


77 12 2 


Cai’pentry and cooxjers, 
BUicksmiths and nailers, - 


41 3 6 
43 13 11 


Do. do., Lusk, - 55 


Tinsmiths, - - - 


11 11 10 


Total, - - 105 


Matmaking, 

Netmaking, 

Twenty-two prisoners, viz., 
labourers at theMountjoy 
Prisons, fatigue Avork in 
this prison, cooking, mess - 1 
ing, cleaning prison, ! 
Avhitewashing, pumping 
water, picking fibre, &c. , 
fifty-two Aveeks, at 9s. 


11 15 10 
10 7 8 

342 6 0 


Less sick, - - - - 5 

Daily average number of effective 
prisoners, - . - 100 


per Aveek, 

rU'ty-fiA'e labourers on the 
farm at Lusk at general 
farm Avork, draining, sub- 
soiling, &c., fifty-two 
Aveeks, at 9s. per Avcck, - 

Total, 

i 


614 IG 0 

1,287 0 0 
2,144 2 0 


Average earnings of each effcctiA'o pri- 
soner, £2 1 8s. 9d. j 



Statement of the Expenditure of Smithficld and Lusk Prisons for the year 
ending 31st December, 1865. 



of Sorrico. 



Salaries, ------ 

Rations for olFicers and allowances in lieu thereof, 
Uniforms for olFicers and servants, 

Victualling prisoners, - , - - 

Clothing, fee., for prisoners, - _ . 

Bedding for prisoners, - 

Medicines, surgical inetrumonts, &c., - 
Medical comforts (extras for the sick), • 
Imrniturc au<l fittings, - - - - 

ICitchen utensils, crockery, cutlery, &c. , 

Pud ami light, - - - - - 

Buildings and repairs, ---- 

Washing and repairs of linen, - . - 

Soap, scouring smd cleaning artidos, 

Brushes, brooms, and mops, - . - 

Puneral expenses, inquests, &c., 

Various small disbursements, - 

Rent, rates, and taxes, . - - - 

Expeuse of the conveyance of convicts, - 

Total payments, 



Aiaouiit. 
£ s. d. 
■' 1,497 11 8 

- 79 12 3 

- 11 13 0 

G83 3 6 

40 11 (» 

“■ 2 17 0 

30 0 2 
19 I(i 5 
8 12 1 
» 3 5 2 

40 4 6 
11(1 8 5 
2 7 0 
0 3 9 
0 G 0 
0 17 0 
ICiO 12 8 
78 4 4 
40 9 8 



- 2,854 16 4 



In addition to these payments the following items have been, for the convenience 
of the service, paid from this establishment, through whicli the great majority of 
the convicts are discharged . 

Gratuities of convicts, earned in the Convict Prisons during the 
whole period of their sentences, ----- £958 8 2 

Clothing on discharge, and travelling expenses of convicts to their 
homes, - - . - . . - - 149 16 2 



Total, £1,108 3 4 

E 2 



Smitu- 

FIELD AND 

Lusk 

Inteume- 

DIATE 

Prisons. 

Stipcrbitcn- 

dent’s 

Report. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




68 



Smith- 
field AND 
Ldsk 
Interme- 
diate 
Prisons. 

T/eciurcj^s 

Report. 



Twelfth A 'tmual Report ofth-e Directors 

I.ECTUEEFS REPORT. 

Smitlificld Iiitonncdiate Prison, 
January 1, 1S6G. 

Gentlemen, — I have the lionour to submit my ninth annual report upon 
the Smitbfield Intermediate Prison. 

It is my pleasing duty to say that the system during the past year Las 
been eminently successful, notwithstanding the dangerous diSiculties with 
which many of the released men had to contend, and the temptations 
they had to resist, owing to the unhappy and disturbed state of the 
country. 

Criminals of the worst type continue to pass through this prison, hut 
judging from results, I may safely say many a bad and vicious man has 
left it wiser and better than when he entered, fully convinced that crime 
is man’s worst enemy. 

Pailures have occurred, aud occur they must, but I hold they have 
been so few, and in the majority of instances so very trifling, that I do 
not think the success of the system, on the whole, has been affected by 
them, as will be seen in my report for this year as Inspector of Released 
Convicts in the Dublin district. 

The intermediate prison system is peculiar aud interesting in every 
feature, viewed as it may be. A natural simiflioity pervades the whole 
of its workings, and stamps itself upon its every phase. Taking, for 
instance, the cour.se of industrial training carried on in Smithfield, we find 
it most useful, onahling as it does many a once idle and vicious criminal 
to earn an honest livelihood in after years. 

In the educational department my lectures form tho most important 
feature, and continue to be attended with very chocring results, whether 
as regards the conduct of the men at homo or the success which has 
attended the honest and manly efibrts of tlioso elsewliere. The subjects 
upon which I address the men are very varied, but I hope always useful, 
as with prisoners especially monotony and repetition must bo avoided if 
their attention is to he secured or their interest excited. I speak to 
them in language so simple as to be understood by the moat illitemte of 
my audience, and hearkened to by every man listening to me. The sub- 
in many instances from the works of the Great Author 
of Rature. The men are told something interesting of the sun, moon, 
and stars ; of the earth, its animals, plants, aud minerals j of the ocean, 
and of things in it j nor do I omit addressing them on common things 
and subjects of a social nature, a knowledge of which is indispensable to 
their after well-being. In fine, every efibrt is devoted to their good. I 
endeavour to impress upon them, above all, the providence and the 
power, the wisdom and the mercy of the God whose laws they outraged, 
and whose attributes, if they ever knew thorn, they had forgotten. The 
exercises as carried on once a week in practical seamanship are productive 
0 . veiy good results in enabling very many of tlie men to get to sea after 
ischarge. The fine model of a full-rigged ship suspended in the lecture- 
room is an object of great interest to the men, who, at the specified hour, 
c leer up and are glad as she is lowered to her place each Friday evening. 

curious and pleasant associations connected with the 
craft h rancis Rrennan,” and many amusing allusions made to her in 
letters trom those whom she enabled to brave the perils of the sea in 
search of new friends and happy homes. 

The interest the men take in my discourses is evidenced by the com- 
petitive examinations that take place each Saturday evening— a feature 
in eir raining which has elicited the praise of good and great men who 
rom line to time h^ve sat to listen to questions put and answered in a 
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manner tliat fully and satisfuetorily proved tliat t.hc clouds of i.ijiiorance S.\mii- 
were bein" (lispellcil, its evils removed, ami hearts hcrctoforo callous ami 
imliffcrent were yielding to the influences of reformatory teachings. Intbrme- 

The intellectual attainments of the men cannot bo estimated by any biate 
ordinary educational standard ; their acquirements upon discharge are in 
every way peculiar, and indeed in most instances creditable. As a class icctum-'s 
they are in no way inferior in intelligence and wordly knowledge to the 
great mass of the labouring poor. Much has been done for these men at 
tlie expense both of anxiety and mental and physical toil ; but all this, in 
a great measure, has been rewarded by their after good conduct and sober 
and industrious habits. To any man filling the position which I do in 
relation to tho.se men, a knowle<Ige of the habits, customs, and nmmicrs 
of the lower classes of society i.s mo.st necessary, ns it is important to 
know the pranks and prejudicc-s of the criuiitml sections of the community. 

Happily for tlie men, ami for myself too, I have devoted nearly my whole 
lifetime in the service of the lowly and the lost ones ; therefore when 1 
speak to them of the cause and eflects of tlicir crimes, they listen to me 
with silent and respectful attention. 

The moral tone of the men is unexceptional, and the kindly feeling 
which they manifest to one another is most gratifying. Tl\e moral cliamctcr 
of the vast majority of tlio.se who have left Smithliold and rc.sidc in thcDnh- 
lin ilistrietis such as would do credit to any training institution of the 
country. This statement may appear strange, but it i.s ncvertlioless true. 

Night and day I move amongst thorn, in sickness and in lioalth, in want 
and in comfort, when dospoinlont and when liopofni, when spurned and 
when encouraged — in fine, In every vicissitude of life ; 1 know the 
released convict as he striigglo.s t«) redeem tlie character that he had lost ; 
therefore when I speak of or about the men of thi.s jniaoii, I speak with 
an experience which should give some weight to my remarks- 

In men once .scdfi.sh and dcpra voil, and <lead to the gentle and generous 
impulses of the heart, it i.s imi.st gratifying to observe, as the period of 
their time in Sinithfiold lengthens, those kliidlior feelings of their nature 
develop thennselvos, ami prove to tho rofloetlng mind that there exists in 
the breast of even the worst criminal materials for ameudmeut. 

During the past year I have accompanied some distinguished foreigners 
in visiting tho homc,s and omployora of .some rolciiscd jirisonors, and the 
impressions made upon them by thoao visits are, to use their own word.s, 

“never to be forgotten,” Many of tho men are now employers them- 
selves; and at tho time I write one of tho worst convicts Dublin 
ever saw has applied to a Smithfiekl man for cuiploymont, and, as a 
guarantee for his future good conduct, dcpo.sited with him £2 of his 
gratuity ; and what is still perhaps more interesting, tho wife of this 
employer has been twice a convict. I took man and wife muler my care j 
I succeeded in establishing a homo ami a pn.sitioii for both. She washes 
and he makes clothes. 

To know, gentlemen, what tho Irish Intermediate Prison system has 
done for the friendless and tho erring, we must make om’stdves acquainted 
with tho past and present history of those who have come within its 
influence. The men continue their voluntary weekly contributions of one 
halfpenny each to the library fund, from which books of an instructive 
and interesting character are purchased for their use during the intermit- 
ting hours of labour, and it is most gratifying to see what a deep interest 
they take in the perusal of those books, and the many extracts they copy 
from them into their noie-hoo7cs, which they bring with them to foreign 
lands after discharge. The note-books are much prized by their owners ; 
they contain passages from my lectures, and many wise sayings of wise 
and good men. 
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I liave heretofore and repeatedly entered into the details of the Irish 
Intermediate system, and explained in many fornior reports every feature 
in it; therefore it is not necessary to do so now. The few ohservations con- 
tained in the present brief report are in my mind sntllciont in themselves 
to show that the system is still in a state of lively and ehocriny vivonr 
and that while it is properly supported .and renlonsly carried out, it°wili 
still continue, under the blessing of Heaven, to shed happy and hopeful 
results aniongst the wretched and the unfortunate brought within its 
influence, irrespective of creed or country. 

Before concluding my remarks upon Smithfiekl, I wish to tender to yon 
gentlemen, my best and gr.ateful thanks for tlio kind, considerate, and 
courteous manner in which you have at all times received mo when official 
business obliged me to wait upon you. I have also to accord my thanlos 
to Mr. Bradfield ami his colleague, Mr. Dwyer, for their steady co-operation 
during the year. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant. 



The Directors of Convict Prisons, 
Dublin Castle. 



J.-UIIES P. Oko-in. 



LUSK PPJSON. 



PBOTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S ItEPOB,T. 

Tynan lleotory, January 27, 1S6G. 

Gesilemen,— I have every reason to hope that llie Proto, slant convicts 
who have passed through Ln.sk prison during tlio last year havo rosnmeil 
their liberty m a condition and with feelings c.alciilatod to render them 
better niembers of society than they had proviomsly boon. M.any of thorn, 
ill the disoiplme of their corrootion, have learned that the violation of 
human laws is not only accompanied by pain .and sorrow, hut remlers 
them liable to the displeasure of the Supremo J udge, and, fmfh the host 
.and highest motives, have resolved to go and sin no more. Tho gradual 
mnelioration of their condition as pri.soners, tho good toiiiTior with which 
their chastisement has been administered, tho care bestowed upon their 
mental improvement, and the habit of regular attemhinoo upon tho Divine 
ordinances, with the religious instruction which they have periodically 
received, havo told well upon their dispositions and oharactor, .and have 
lett an impress for good which time is not likely to ohliterato ; and I am 
greatly mistaken it the pang which they feel upon a recollection of tho 
part m not nutigated by a consciousness of moral and religious improve- 

In retiring from my ckaplaincy, I feel it my duty to record ray con- 
1 lotion of the excellence of the system pursued in the convict station with 
which I have for some years been connected, as approaching very nearly 
to the perfection of a human institution ; and to express my obligations, 
not only to my official superiors but to my fellow-labourers upon the spot, 
Chief Warder, whose unwearied attention to the 
discharge of his duty always commanded my admiration, as much as his 
goodness won my esteom. 

TiiLLiAJt Reeves, e.d., lately Vicar of Lusk. 

To the Directors of Convict Prisons 
Dublin Castle. ’ 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

August 7, 1S66. 

GentlE-MUN, — I n presenting my aiiunal report of tlio Lusk Prison, I 
have great pleasure in saying that the most admirable and good feeling 
prevails there. Tlie prisoners speak in the kindest terms of the superin- 
tendents, and I hear no complaints from the other side. The conduct of 
the prisoners is really edifying. 

The produce of the land, under the direction of Mr. Gallagher, is truly 
vroiiderful. 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, yonr obedient servant, 

A. Canon Costigan, Pvoraan Catholic Chaplain, Lusk. 

To the Directors of Oonvict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



LEOTUBED’S REPOUT. 

January, 18G(3. 

Gentlemen, — It would bo difficult to Hud an institution more thoroughly 
rcforuiatory in principle and in practice than the Lusk Iiitormediato 
Prison. Though simple in its ai>pcaraucc, it nevertheless stands an 
enduring testimony of the sound views and wise suggestions of those to 
whom its origin and development are duo. 

It does not ref|uiro any great force of argument to prove that agricul- 
tural labour exerts a most salutary influence upon criminals, and tends 
very much to divert their thoughts and attention from vicious and 
demoralizing reflections. Again, it prepares thorn for useful and perse- 
vering toil in afterlife, and enables a very largo percentage to engage in 
very remunerative emifloymont in distant land.s, whero their past errors 
are unknown. 

I cannot speak too highly of the cheering effects which farm-labour has 
produced even upon the most sluggish criminals, or of its happy results 
oven upon the cool and caleulating adept in vice, from whose brow the 
honest drop of sweat never trickled. 

^ The progress of tho farm has boon rapid and encouraging. A few years 
since it was a barren and swampish waste ; now it has assumed the 
appearance of a flourishing and skilfully cultivated farm, reflecting as it 
does much credit on tho zeal and ability of BIr. Gallagher, .a most scientifle 
and experienced agriculturist. Nor docs the present cheering aspect of 
the farm speak less for the willing obedience and untiring porsevoreiico 
of the men who have worked under that gentleman. 

Judging from the growing increa.se of croj^s both in quantity and 
quality from year to year, I have no doubt, after tho lapse of a little time, 
the farm will he self-supporting, taking the average daily numbor of 
labourers to be fifty throughout the year. 

Tho cheerful and willing' manner in which the men apply themselves 
to the labours of the farm, shows that although they are conscious of 
their unhappy position, they nevertheless enter upon their work not as 
mere hirelings, who labour only when in sight, 
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The subjoined return will sliow how the 170 acres of which the farm 
consists are laid down : — 



Acres. 

Meadow, - 
Grazing, - 
Wheat, 

Oats, 

Pot<atoes, - 
JIan golds, 

Turnips, - 



Acres. 

CaiTotS, - - - } 

Vctclics, - « - 1 

Rape, - - - a 

Vegetable Garden, - \ 

Total, - ] 70 



3(J 

31 

38 

28 

24 

4 

4 



The moral tone of the inetitutlon is most satisfactory. Tlicro is an 
entire absence of even the slightest tciidericy to immorality, whether in 
words or in acta j and should hypocrisy show itself in a new comer it is 
promptly detected, and as i)romptly censured by the public opinion of the 
inmates of the “ huts.” All nm.st Avork at Lusk, ami the manly emulation 
they evidence in their respective tasks must be witnessed to bo under- 
stood. Whilst thus employed the most sceptical must feel that the moat 
in<lolcnt criminal can be trained to honest and indopondciit toil, not so 
much through fear or coercion, as through tho influence of hope aud 
encouragement. 

From the roadside tho men may bo seen engaged in tlie different 
labours of the farm ; and such has been tho impression made uijoii tiio 
resident nobility and gentry of tho district by tijo cheerful and willing 
manner in which they perform their work, ami the general good clninctcr 
they have acquired in the vicinity, that the grcato.st inlorc.st is taken in 
their welfare, and in the sncce.ss of the system under which they are 
trained. Indeed, Avhctlior wo consider tho'lioiiseliohl or oxtonial life of 
the men at Lusk, avo have every reason to bo satisilod with tho simjile 
but eflicie.nt management of the institution. 

There is nothing in the appearance of tlii.s little cohmy to indicate to 
the sti-anger travelling the roads AA'liich skirt the farm that he is in the 
immediate locality where some sixty or seventy crimimils of tho Avorsfc 
type are situated, free at any moment to i)ursur> their former deeds of 
violence and vice, and prevented from doing so by moral power alone— 
a power, when Avisely and flrnily exercised, is proiluctivo of tho noblest 
and most glorious results to niau. 

Calmly and uno.stcntationsly tho good AA'ork of cviinlnal amendment 
proceeds here, and pregnant Avith the best effects, Tim public voice, from 
the poorest peasant in the neighbourhood to tho Avcnlthy lord of tho soil, 
wlnspers, and by times speaks aloud, in tho praise of onlcGra and men. 

During the winter months all employed njion tho farm endure much 
hardship; nor am I myself exempt from it. Thoy never complain of 
hardship or hard work, nor do I, for tlioy aro essential in overcoming 
dimculties and dangers in this life, and, in my mind, prepare ono for the 
lite beyond the grave bettor than a constant course of pleasure, ease, and 
prosperity. 

• instruction carried out hero is identical with that pursued 

in bmithfield— simple but useful. For my lectures or discourses I select 
those subjects which strike me as being interesting and instructive to them. 
When addressing them I speak in words within tho range of the capacity 
ot tiie humblest, taking care I have a -word for every man listening to 
me. ihey pay the greatest attention to my lectures and counsels, and 
lepose in me the utmost confidence. My great object is to reach tho 
heart, and, as best I can, educate it, as well the miud, implanting as I go 
along in both, lessons of justice, duty, and honesty. The force, strength, 
and adherence to the prejudices resulting from ignorance, vicious habits, 
an igoted training, I endeavour to remove, and whilst I tell them of 
Gods power and providence, and point out to them the wisdom and 
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beauty of His works, I never lose an opportunity by wbicli I can impress Smith-’ 
them with a knowledge of their own base ingratitude for the goodness, 
mercy, patience, and forbearance of the Great Discerner of Hearts, to interme- 
whom the secrets of their own are known. diate 

Suspended from the rafters of the hut where we assemble is a model of Prisons. 
a square-rigged ship, whicli affords a very interesting subject for lecture iccJunr's 
once a week in Smithfield, and in which the men take a lively interest. Rqw-l. 

Life in the school-room is cheerful, interesting, and, under the circum- 
stances, happy. My visits are gladly and anxiously looked forward to, 
and knowing this, no weather has ever yet prevented me from appearing 
amongst them, and no matter how wearied I might be coming away from 
them, I was cheered by the consciousness of having the good wishes and 
the honest prayers of a class of men with whom my life and my labours 
are identified. 

The task proposed by the intermediate system has been acconiplisbcd ; 

Lusk has powerfully contributed to the success. It has been a great 
training school, within and without the ‘^huts,” for men once vicious, 
depraved, aud criminal, but the great majority of whom, thank God, have 
become honest, industrious, and, I may safely add, loyal subjects. 

Before concluding this brief report, I wish to accord to Mr. Gunning 
the praise he is so honestly entitled to for the kind, conciliating, and 
impartial manner in which he governs the institution. To Mr. Gallagher 
I can only say that his zeal, skill, and ability have left their mark upon 
the Lusk farm, in which he takes so deep an interest. 

To 5Ir. Daly I tender my best thanks for his willing co- operation aud 
untiring attention to the duties assigned liini. I also have to thank the 
other otticers for their kindly aud respectful feeling to me since we first 
became officially known to one another. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

James P. Oroan, Lecturer. 



The Directors of Convict Prisons, 
Dublin Castle. 
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RELEASED CONVICTS, DUBLIN DISTRICT. 



^isiKClor's EePOEI of tho InSPEOTOH of ReLEABEB CoNTIOTS ill tlio Ddblin Dismioi 
Itc^ort, ‘ 

January, 18G6. 

Gentlemen, — Ibave ilie honour to submit my annual report as Ingpec' 
tor of Released Convicts in the Dublin District. 

^ The system of supervision as carried out by mo continues to be produc- 
tive of very cheering results. Doubtless it involves many self-imposed 
duties, which, if neglected, would detmet very much from its usefulness, 
and diminish in a great measure the moral influence, absolutely necessary 
that I should possess, not alone over the men under my immediate sur- 
veillance, but indispensably necessary over those with whom my legal 
connexion has ceased, and which to them, as well as maintaining the 
efficiency of the system, has been productive of very beneficial results. 

To be at all times in a position to tell whore a released convict resides, 
as well as the mode of his living, is no douht useful in itself; but were this 
all that was to be done, many a man now working honestly for his liveli- 
hood would, long since, have been convicted of soino petty larceny or 
theft, committed through poverty or want of omployinont arising from 
circumstances which be could not prevent. 

^ The workhouse of course is open to tliein, whoi’C they can obtain relief 
in li*uc ot need, but only those wdio have boon lu’onght uj> in poorhouscs, 
and the blind, maimed, and infirm sick, shelter in those places, all others 
entertain the strongesti, and indeed immovable objection to enter these 
establishments. 

The peculiarities of the character and condition of released convicts 
demand very grave consideration if wo make their amendment an object 
01 interest. No class of incu requires an assisting hand to aid them in 
their honest efiorts to redeem the character they have lost by their past 
indolence and vice more than they. To such I'have omleavonrod, witli 
God s help, to act a friend and a guide for the past ten years. Bub on the 
other hand, with those who evidence symptoms of a return to their old 
cnminal ways, I allow no sympathy for the prisoner or his condition to 
interlere with the duty I owe the community. I first , warn the man 
whom i suspect and reason with him as to the consequence of tho vicious 
course which I think he is about to pursue, telling him at tho same timo 
imnkly but firmly my detei-mination to bring him to instieo in the event 
of his relapse. All suspicious cases you are aware, gentlemen, are imme- 
< late y brought under your notice to deal with as you may deem fit. Tho 
police authorities and myself oo-operato in tlio kindest jiianner, and tlio 
mutual assistance we remler to one another contributes Tory muoli to the 
repression of onme m the Dublin district. The GoTornor of the Richmond 
Bridewell and also the Governor of the County Gaol will bear their 
testimony to my anxiety at all times to identify any man committed for 
any o ence o ^itb^er of these prisons when supjiosed to have been a con- 
y.^ ^ gentlemen, how very few of the 

en ave rained trouble them with their visits ; but when they do they 
re promp yi entified and their whole history revealed. I cannot omit 
0 inen on ere how grateful I feel to these gentlemen for their kind and 

Saerwift ?Lm " “ 
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It ■^ill bo seen by wLat is lievo stated that tbe system of supervision as 
carried out by me is fair, just, and impartial. The public and the prisoner 
alike benefit by it. The well-disposed of my men feel tliey have in me 
their kindest friend on earth, and tho evil-incliiicd are conscious of their 
incom])Ctency to piirsiio a coarse of crime in my district witli impunity. 
I anticipate relapses v/ith a great degree of certainty, aud am therefore 
prepared to take immediate steps at the proper time. Tho duties of my 
office admit of little physical rest and of less mental repose, but what of 
this if my fellow-nian derives any advantage or benefit from my biimblo 
labours. One thing is certain, at all events, that crime h fast disappearing 
in Dublin, and old and habitual thieves aro becoming honest and indus- 
trious citizen.?, and homes that hitherto have been the scenes of vice and 
poverty aro now replaced by those of morality aud plenty. 

I now come, gentlemen, to speak of a conspiracy which threatened to 
disturb tbe peace of Ireland for some time and which has, I regret to say, 
marred her prosperity and trade for many years to corac. No man holding 
the very critical position which I do could be free from the troubles of 
fear whilst the evil’ spirit of Penianism was brooding over the great 
majority of the w’orking classes of our city, and when in that city, and 
amongst the classes I mention, some hundreds of my men were assembled. 
1 know, gentlemen, you have endured hardships trying and severe, in 
your anxiety and vigilance to hold safe the misguided men committed to 
3 ^our charge inside the prison of Mouutjoy ; but whilst you were so 
engaged I was not sleeping at the helm outside. That I was not is proved 
by the fact that not one man who ever passed througli tho Intermediate 
Prisons was charged with Peuianism. I have seen every man arrested for 
this conspiracy, and therefore can speak with tho weight of personal 
experience. The loyalty of my men •was tested and proved not wanting ; 
they knew my character was at stake, and they could not forget that in 
tho humble hut at Smitbfield in times gone by great and good men, oven, 
royalty itself, a.sseiubled to ovidenco tiie strong interest they felt in their 
I'cformatioii. 

Tho number of relapses in my district during the j)a.?t year amounts 
to one ; revocations for intcmpei’ance, three ; changing their residences 
without giving proper notice, one. Employers continue to repose con- 
fidence ill my men and tlie demand for them during the past year has at 
times exceeded the supply. 

With tho English convicts placed under my supervision I act just as I 
do with my own nicu. I help them along in the same manner ; indeed 
they are very grateful to mo and conduct themselves very satisfactorily. 

On the whole wo have every reason to bo thankful to Providence for 
the continuous and unbroken success of tho intermediate system, and 
grateful to Him for the many spiritual and temporal blessings He has 
through that system been pleased to confer upon tho poor and the friend- 
le.ss, the out-cast and the abandoned. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

J. P. OnOAN. 
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ArPENDix, APPENDIX. 



Retuek made by tbe Inspeotoii of the District of the City and 
County of Dublin, of the Ndmbek of Lioencu-holdees Re- 
GisTEEED by the Inspector of the said District, under the 
provisions of the Penal Servitude Act, 1 8G4, from the date at 
wliich the Act came into operation, until the 25th day of July, 
1865, inclusive, being for the period of one year. 



No. Discharged on Licence •within the 

District, 

No. notified by Police of other Districts 
as having removed into tlie District, 

Total, . 

No. who have removed out of the 
District : — 

With notice. 

Kniigmted or gone to sea, 
licmoved into other Districts, 
Without notice. 

Rmignitcd or gtme to sea. 

Removed into other Districts, 

No. roinaiiiing in the District, . 

Totiil, , 

No. who liave hocn apprehended hy the 
Police : — 

For crimes or misdemeanours, 

For not reporting themselves to the 

Police, 

For breach of condition of Licence, 
and on revoc.-ition, 

No. not apprehended, 

Total, . , 

No. who have died, .... 
No. who liavo failed to report them- 
selves, and cannot be found hv the 

Police, 

No. whose sentences have expired : — 
Who have complied with the law as 
to reporting tlieinselves, 

Who have not complied -with the law 
ns to reporting themselves, . 

No. whose sentences have not expired: 

Who continue to report themselves 
to the Police, .... 
Who report themselves to the Pri- 
soners Aid Society, or otherwise. 
Who are under the care of the Dis- 
charged Prisoners’ Aid Society, or 
other society orpersou having a like 
object ; who reported themselves to 
the Police on their liberation, and 
who would he liable to do so pre- 
■vious to leaving or retui’niug to the 
District, 

Total, . 



From the year IGoG I have carried out 
a systmn of supervision, and of the 
results of tliat system I cannot speak 
too favourably. Stivto, sooictv, and 
convict have been benefited by it. 
The mere snporvision of rolcaKod con- 
victs is of only secoiuliiry imporfunce ; 
assistance mid counsel .are, in my 
opinion, of greater moment. 

The Penal Sciwitnilo Act of D1G4 h-is 
effected no alteration in the Dublin 
District, hcyoml my position as In- 
spector fif Hfik-asejl Couviots, being 
officially recognised. 

With regard to the chances of dis- 
charged prisoners procuring emplov- 
ment, I mriy ol)surv«‘, that if they can 
ohliiin omyl'oyment through luiy other 
agency besides that of prison cfilciais 
or patronage societies, so much the 
hotter for themselves ; if not, they 
should bo assisted to do so prudently 
and without any c.\Tcssivo philan- 
thropy. 

Jamfs P. Organ. 



thos/not discharged on licence into refuges in Dublin, 

those hot so discharged bemg generally retomed till the ooniplotion of thoir seiitliioe. 
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Directors of Convict Prisons in Ireland. 



Retitbn slaowing tlie Peopoetion of Sick and Deaths to the AtPEmix. 
Number of Prisoners in the Irish Convict Prisons for the years 
1854, 1855, 1856, 185T, 1858, and 1859. 
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Api'budix. Retpkn showing the Peopoutioh of Sick and Deaihs to the 
Number of Prisoners in the Irish Convict Prisons for the venrs 
1860, 1861, 1862, 1863, 1864, and 1865, ^ ‘ 
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